
Page 66

by GENE HESSLER

F RANCIS E. Spinner, whose signature appeared as U.S.
Treasurer on the first United States notes was no male
chauvinist. Spinner thought women, with the aid of a

pair of scissors, would do a better and faster job of separating the
bank notes printed in sheets of four. which were then delivered
to the United States Treasury Department. So, on 29 August
the man who would serve as United States Treasurer under
three Presidents hired four young ladies to perform the task of
separating the new bank notes that would finance the Civil War.

Paper Money Whole No. 122
Prologue, the journal of the U.S. National Archives, quotes

Spinner's description of his first protege, Jennie Douglas, as a
"great tall double-fisted girl, that physically or mentally was
more than a match for any of the men in the room," who, pro-
vided "with long shears, in her first day's work, settled the mat-
ter forever in her and the women's favor."

With good judgement and an open mind, Spinner champi-
oned the employment of women, but he was only able to secure
for them 60 percent of the wages paid to their male counter-
parts.

As one can imagine the young ladies in the Treasury Depart-
ment took much abuse from the men. Clara Barton, who
worked in the Patent Office about 1855, reported that the men
would line up in the hallway and blow smoke, spit tobacco juice
in the direction of and make caustic remarks to the unwelcomed
female bank note separators.

Ten years later, in 1873, Treasurer Spinner continued to
press for the employment of women. The American economy
was moving upward and the Government was issuing more and
more paper money. Women were now assigned to the issuing
room where their nimble fingers counted as many as 50,000

"Spinner's Ladies" leaving the Treasury Building.
(Courtesy the Treasury Historical Association)

As the shears snipped, bombs blasted within hearing distance
of the sandbagged-windows in the basement of the old U.S.
Treasury Building at 15th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue,
N.W. in Washington.

The following year, 1863, when Susan B. Anthony organized
the Women's Loyal League to support Abraham Lincoln, F. E.
Spinner hired 70 more girls to separate an even greater number
of bank notes.

notes each day. With one half-hour for lunch in a six-hour day,
the average counting rate was 9,000 notes each hour, 150 each
minute or 1 1/2 every second. Coffee breaks had not yet been in-
troduced.

Toward the end of his life, F.E. Spinner said, "I don't claim
that I have done much good in the world; but my success in in-
troducing women into government employment makes me feel
that I have not lived in vain."
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