
Paper Money Whole No. 122 Page 51

I N 1961 the American Numis-
matic Association Conven-
tion was held in Atlanta at the

Atlanta Biltmore Hotel from
August 16 to the 19th. My good
friend, George Todd, was the gen-
eral chairman and it was one of the
best meetings of that era. Admiral
0. H. Dodson was the retiring
president of the ANA and C.C.
Shroyer was the newly elected
president; Lewis Reagan was the
general secretary. I was elected to
the ANA Board of Governors that
year, after having held the office of
second vice-president for four
years.

I drove over to Atlanta with my
son, Paul, who was about thirteen
years old and Mr. and Mrs. Free-
man from Newport, Arkansas
drove over with their son, Sam.
The two boys had a fine time to-
gether and, accompanied by Mrs.
Freeman, enjoyed the ANA trip to
the Dahlonega gold fields. Mr.
Freeman, who was the advertising
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ning. The formation of such a
group had been discussed at the
ANA convention in Boston the
previous year, and Blaise had
asked that the meeting be held in
his home.

The outcome of this meeting
was the appointment of a steering
committee to draft the by-laws of
this new organization, to be named
the "Society of Paper Money Col-
lectors." This committee was com-
posed of H. R. (Hank) Bieciuk of
Kilgore, Texas, chairman, Dr. Juli-
an Blanchard, James J. Curto.
Eric P. Newman and Glenn Smed-
ley. They were to report back to
the collectors in attendance. We all
signed a paper with name and ad-
dress, and we became the charter
members.

When Blaise called the meeting
we found that there were too many
collectors to sit in the living room
so he asked us to go to the base-
ment playroom, which was larger.
There were not enough chairs in

manager of the Numismatist, and I
and I could not go because we were involved in ANA board
meetings.

Mr. Blaise Dantone, a prominent coin dealer in the city,
hosted a dinner for three hundred twenty-two guests at his
beautiful estate in Atlanta. Drinks and hors d'oeuvres were avail-
able at several outdoor bars and a sumptuous buffet dinner was
served in their garden.

A meeting of all the paper money collectors who were inter-
ested in starting an organization was called for that same eve-

the basement room, so I obligingly
decided to sit on a small cocktail table instead of a chair. I weigh-
ed a little more than I do now, and the table could not hold me.
BANG! I went right on through to the floor with one leg of the
table penetrating me in a most painful spot. I limped (hobbled)
over to a soft seat and am surprised that I could remember the
rest of the proceedings.

After seeing a doctor I drove home sitting on a "rubber
donut," which I still have as a remembrance of the eventful day
when the Society of Paper Money Collectors was formed. ■
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by BOB WESTER

A FINE presentation entitled, "Antiquated Paper Money"
by Barbara R. Mueller appeared in the July/August,
1979 issue of PAPER MONEY. Miss Mueller states that

"hobby'sts looking for peripheral areas of specialization may
wish to consider the history of syngraphics" as illustrated by the
old imprinted advertising envelopes addressed to collectors by
America's prominent dealers prior to 1900.

During the last seven years or so, it has been a challenge to
locate these envelopes. At present, my collection consists of
four envelopes and perhaps fifteen postcards that relate to
American numismatics before 1910. These have been difficult
to locate, and when I am able to add even one to my collection I
am satisfied, for the moment.

Postcards with coin imprints are available, but appear to be
extremely scarce with correspondence and postal cancellations.
To find a postcard with a paper money imprint is one of the
most pleasurable experiences to a collector. The illustrated
Jamestown, Virginia Exposition postcard of 1907 is probably
one of approximately twelve to exist. The face of the card, with
a collage of scenes found in Jamestown, measures 6 x 9 inches.

The design, similar to a Virginia Treasury note (Criswell 6) oc-
cupies the back of this card; the portrait of Governor Letcher
has been replaced with symbols that relate to the exposition.

Miss Mueller further states that envelopes became popular ad-
vertising mediums in the 1850s. My favorite envelope is the
lovely Lyman H. Low imprint that is postmarked February,
1886, In the border of this card Mr. Low advertises everything
he has to offer. And, the company name of B. Westerman,
which is similar to my name, has a personal appeal.
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Many of the current business cards of collec-
tors and dealers are quite interesting to me. I
collect these and look forward to those yet to
come. ■
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