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Francis R. Lubbock served as Governor of Texas from November
7, 1861 to November 5, 1863; he then joined the Confederate ar-
my as a Colonel, served on several military staffs, and then became
aide-de-camp to President Jefferson Davis. He accompanied Davis
on his 1865 flight from Richmond and was with him when cap-

tured in Georgia.
Message to Texas Senate and House, November 25, 1861. "I
(Gov. Lubbock) would suggest ... making all the Warrants here-

tofore issued, as well as those which may be hereafter issued, re-
ceivable in payment of taxes and for all other public dues." The

Legislature approved his recommendation.
' Clement A. Evans, Confederate Military History, reprint edition.

The Writings of Sam Houston, Volume III, Austin, 1970.
Clement R. Johns served as Texas Comptroller from August 2,
1858 to August 1, 1864. He was succeeded in office by Willis L.
Robards who served from August 1, 1864 to October 12, 1865.

The name of Clement R. Johns is well known to Texas currency
collectors for the frequency with which his bold signature appeared

on Texas Treasury Warrants.

" Houston. 	 Houston.

" Cyrus H. Randolph served as Texas Treasurer from August 2,

1858 to the collapse of the Confederacy in Texas, June 1865. He
fled to Mexico with remnants of the state government and Trans-

Mississippi army. His signature appears on the Texas Treasury

Warrants.
12 Houston. 	 '3 Houston.

House Journal of the Ninth Legislature Regular Session of the

State of Texas, November 4, 1861 to January 14, 1862. Compil-

ed by James M. Day, Austin, 1964.
Ibid. 	 16 lbid.

" Senate Journal of the Ninth Legislature of the State of Texas,

November 4, 1861 to January 14, 1862. Compiled by James M.
Day, Austin, 1963.

18 Charles W. Ramsdell, "The Texas State Military Board, 1862-65",

Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Vol. 27, 1924.

'" Pendleton Murrah served as Governor from November 5, 1863 to
June 12. 1865, the collapse of the Confederacy in Texas. Murrah
accompanied General Jo Shelby's cavalry in their flight to Mexico.

Murrah died in Mexico in July 1865.
W. C. Nunn, Ten Texans in Gray, Hillsboro, Texas, 1968.

2° Senate & House Journals of the Tenth Legislature Second Called

Session, October 19, 1864 to November 15, 1864. Compiled by

James M. Day, Austin, 1966.
"2 Day. House Journal ... Ninth Legislature .

21 Listed by Criswell catalog as C11 for civil service.
" Criswell.
23 Six Decades in Texas—The Memoirs of Francis R. Lubbock,

Edited by C. W. Raines, Austin, 1968.
" Ibid.	 " Medlar.
26 	 had several bond issues during the Civil War period: Act of

March 20, 1861 © 8% interest; Act of April 8, 1861 @ 8% in-

terest; Act of December 10, 1863 @ 7% interest; December 10,
1863 @ 6% interest.

" Day, House Journal . 	 Ninth Legislature .

28 Ibid.
29 Six Decades in Texas.

" Nunn.
Senate Journal of the Tenth Legislature, November 3, 1863 to

December 16, 1863, Compiled by James M. Day, Austin, 1964.
32 Medlar. 	 " Criswell.

3' Senate Journal . . . Tenth Legislature.

°° Edmund T. Miller, A Financial History of Texas, Bulletin of Univer-

sity of Texas, No. 37, July 1916.

36 Ibid.

" Edmund T. Miller, "Repudiation of State Debt in Texas Since
1861", Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Vol. 16, 1912/1913.

" Ibid. 	 " Criswell. 	 " Criswell. 	 °' Evans.
" D.C. Wismer, "Texas Treasury Warrants", The Numismatist

September 1927.

" Ibid. 	 °° Criswell. 	 " Medlar.
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A Reply to
A OilfedeCate

YIVICystery*
by ARLIE SLABAUGH

Brent H. Hughes, in writing about the "C" counterstamp on

the $20 (Washington) Confederate note of July 25, 1861,

states that "Slabaugh also suggests that a 50 percent premium

value on notes with the 'C' stamp would be in order, but the

present market prices do not support his belief." That was my
statement in 1958 for the first edition of my catalog, Confed-

erate States Paper Money, and for that time, when Confederate

notes were cheaper, it was not unreasonable. But, after prices of

the notes without the "C" stamp increased, the suggested

premium of 50 percent was no longer valid since the increased

base price translated into too many dollars difference. If you will
check the 6th edition (1977) of my catalog you will find that this
now reads "A small capital `P' in green also appears stamped on

a few of these notes as well as the previous $20 (sailing ship)

note. This mark can be considered as rare, the 'C' as scarce.
Overprinted `P' doubles value of note, 'C' increases value 25

percent or more (according to condition)."
Brent offers the suggestion that the "C" stands for 100. In that

case, what does the "P" stand for?
One thing that has long intrigued me about this "C" stamp is

its resemblance to an initial ring. In fact, I wouldn't be surprised if

one could obtain a similar ring from a jeweler right now. If a ring
was heated and then burned or impressed into wood, or other
substance to make a die, the result would be like this stamp; that
is, the raised "C" and border would be recessed and appear

blank when inked and used as a stamp while the background

that was recessed on the ring would be positive when an impres-

sion was made from it. The fact that a "C" stamp made in this
manner would be in reverse is no problem since the result needs

only to be turned upside down. However, this particular "C"
does have a large loop on one side and that may be the reason
the notes have been stamped horizontally to make it less ob-

vious to those not familiar with the ring that this was the source
of the design. Take a look at the "C" on the reverse of the silver
3-cent piece then used in the United States—the heavier loop is

at the top, whereas the "C" on the Confederate note is in

reverse.

But this raises another question. Assuming that this premise is

correct, and since the Confederate States frequently used substi-

tutes without hiding the fact, why should it have been necessary
to hide the source of this stamp? Were the notes really stamped
during the Civil War, or was it done later by some enterprising
individual who had a hoard of plate letter Bb notes that were
stamped to satisfy the growing demand for varieties?

Another point is the green color of the stamp, which Brent

mentioned should have been black or red. Actually, blue was

also used in the South but green is unusual and not a commonly
used stamp ink even now. Further research on this could per-

haps lead to some interesting things, for the "C" stamp impres-
sion indicates that the ink was of commercial quality. Had it
been homemade it would have been more likely to have soaked
through the paper or smudged.

In conclusion, it wouldn't surprise me a bit if the answer to this
puzzle isn't found by chance while searching for something else.


