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Sideligittb to
Eabtman Bubinebb College Currency'

by BARBARA R. MUELLER, N.L.G.

The subject of college currency has been covered in con-
siderable detail in PAPER MONEY by the prolific writer
Robert H. Lloyd. In the January/February 1982 issue he
dealt with the issues of the Eastman National Business
College. The "notes" have also been listed by Dr. John
Muscalus, especially in his 1946 monograph, Paper
Money of Early Educational Institutions and Organiza-
tions. Neither authority, however, shows the $5 note of
the Second National Bank on a postal "cover"
(envelope), circa 1861-65.

ments and in all the cities of the Country": (Top) "Eastman's
Great System of Actual Business Training for the Practical Use-
ful Education of young . . (?) Eastman National Business
College Poughkeepsie, N.Y." ; (R) "The largest patronized Edu-
cational Institution ... (?) the World and the only Commercial
College Conducted on Actual Business principles."

A philatelic sidelight on the Eastman National Business Col-
lege is the "postage stamp" issued for use in the classroom. Illus-
trated here are perforated and imperforate copies of a grayish-
blue design entitled "Excelsior" depicting a young man bearing a
banner emblazoned with that word as he climbs a mountain.

T
 HIS all-over illustrated cover

(so-called because the adver-
tising illustration covers the

entire front of the envelope) showed
up in a philatelic auction sale in
1984. It bears two, 3c stamps of the
Civil War era (Scott No. 65). The
advertising design itself must have
proven to be very impractical be-
cause it is very difficult to read the
address superimposed on the repro-
duction of the note.

Muscalus does not illustrate this design but lists it under East-
man's National Business College of Poughkeepsie, N.Y. He de-
scribes it as having a black and tan face, and green back, with a
portrait of Eastman at the left, an eagle and the bank title in the
center, and a beehive at the right. A $10 note is also listed for
the Second National Bank. The imprint is that of Hatch & Co.,
but that does not appear to be the one on the reproduction. In
fact. the envelope design may be only an artist's conception.

Inscriptions, which surround the note on the envelope are :
(L) "Graduates assisted to Situations in Government Depart-

The numeral "3" appears four times,
with the word "CENTS" below the
vignette. At the top is the "country"
designation — "E. B. C . POSTAGE."
It is difficult, if not impossible, to date
these cheaply lithographed labels.
They do, however, together with the
advertising cover, offer an interesting
commentary on a collection of
college currency.
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