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James H. McLean:
A Man of Many Talents

by RONALD L. HORSTMAN

Numismatist and Financial Historian
© 1985 by Ronald L. Horstman

A bank president, United States Congressman, inventor
of rapid fire rifles and shotguns, physician and surgeon,
and proprietor of a patent medicine empire. This may
sound like an impressive group of individuals, but they
are all accomplishments of James H. McLean.

T
 HE youngest of four sons, born August 13, 1829 to Allen

McLean, geologist and mining superintendent, he was
raised in Nova Scotia at his father's mining camp. Young

McLean — after spending many hours with the camp physi-
cian — found his inclination fixed in medicine, and at the age of
nineteen he struck out on his own with the family blessing but
very little money.

Arriving in Philadelphia he found employment in a drug store
where his employer agreed to send him to the University of
Philadelphia to study medicine. After one year his benefactor
declined to carry out their agreement, so McLean accepted a
position as superintendent at a nearby mine. This, however,
was not his life's ambition, and in the fall of 1849 he moved to
St. Louis, amid the cholera epidemic. Shortly thereafter he
formed the medicine company of Bragg & McLean. This ven-

An advertisement claimed curative powers for piles and toothaches in
humans, as well as a variety of conditions in horses, cattle, sheep, hogs

and dogs.

A medical laboratory at 314 Chestnut supplied 75,000 agents world-
wide with over $2,000,000 in remedies.

Dr. J.H. McLean edited and published an almanac with an annual cir-
culation of over 8 million. McLean is pictured on the cover.
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The back of McLean's advertising note.

The face of this advertising note was designed to resemble the Missouri defence bond.

ture was short-lived, and after its dissolution McLean was left
with a large supply of provisions, which he was able to sell at a
handsome profit.

Meanwhile, in order to thoroughly master his chosen profes-
sion, McLean completed his medical education by earning a
diploma from the St. Louis Medical College.

With this educational foundation James H. McLean built a
patent medicine empire with worldwide distribution.

He served as President of the Manufacturers Savings Bank,
and in 1882, upon the death of Thomas Allen, he was elected
to serve Allen's remaining term in the United States Congress.
Aside from his firearms invention, which he thought would

make war so terrible and devastating that it would be eliminated,
he perfected an elevator that would raise sand from any depth in
a river. This offered the local builders an ample supply at 50(
per yard, where the price had previously been over $3.00
per yard.

In addition to his previously mentioned achievements,
McLean was an outstanding St. Louisan and American, and is
remembered numismatically by his advertising notes.
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