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The'lnitial C'green counterstamp.
What does it mean?
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Collectors of Confederate currency are never surprised at what turns up. The combination of sixty-
nine basic types with hundreds of varieties, different kinds of paper and watermarks plus printing er-
rors makes a fertile field for study. Add the post-printing revaluation stamps, "interest paid" stamps
and all sorts of hand-written endorsements and it gets interesting. The odd and curious really be-
come almost commonplace.

Of course, one hundred and twenty years of collecting and study have explained most things,
but one item remains a mystery. It's the dime-size green oval with "C" counterstamp that shows up
on some of the $50 Washington notes of the July 25, 1861 issue, known to today's collectors as
Criswell Type 8. I have never seen or heard of the stamp appearing on any other type note.

Over the years there have been lots of theories about the "C" stamp, but nothing positive. Let's
trace the various publications .

T
 HE first significant description of Confederate notes was

contained in an album published by Raphael Thian in
1876. C. H. Bechtel produced another album for col-

lectors in 1877. The descriptions in both albums are good, but
neither man mentioned the "C" stamp. During those years there
were also articles and catalogs published by scholars and
dealers, all of which are quite rare today and not available to
me. So I don't know if any of these publications mention the
notes with the green "C" stamp.

The first comprehensive book on the subject of Confederate
notes was Confederate and Southern State Currency, written in
1915 by William West Bradbeer. This book listed the major
varieties and organized the notes into a more or less logical se-
quence. Bradbeer listed the note with the "C" stamp as a sepa-
rate variety, number 18, with these words, `Counterstamped
"C" in green. Issue of Bb 39704.' The Bb refers to the plate-
letters shown on the note and the 39704 is the total number of
Bb notes printed.
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Mr. H.D. Allen, in his writings during 1917-1919, continued
to list the note as a separate variety but did not elaborate on the
possible meaning of the "C" stamp.

The first real discussion of the stamp appeared in the book
Confederate Treasury Notes by Philip H. Chase, published in
1947. Chase showed a rather inaccurate drawing of the stamp
in his chapter titled "Control Stamps or Markings." He called it
the "Initialled Rosette" stamp and offered a number of theories.
He concluded his first paragraph by saying, "Plausible explana-
tions can be adduced but it is hoped that further investigation
will develop conclusive answers." Thus far Mr. Chase's hope
has not been fulfilled.

In 1957 the Criswell brothers, Grover and Clarence, pub-
lished their book Criswell's Currency Series, Volume 1 listing
the note on which the "C" stamp appears as their Type 8 and
dropping Bradbeer's varieties 17 and 18. Thus, while no men-
tion is made of the "C" stamp, the note displaying it was drop-
ped as a separate variety, as it should have been.

The Type 8 Confederate note without the'C counterstamp

Arlie Slabaugh came forward in 1958 with his book Con-
federate States Paper Money in which he briefly mentioned the
"C" and stated that "Its exact use is unknown. While several
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explanations have been advanced, none answers the question
of 'Why this issue only?'" Slabaugh also suggests that a 50 per-
cent premium value on notes with the "C" stamp would be in
order, but the present market prices for Confederate notes do
not support his belief.

Dr. Douglas Ball, noted researcher of more recent years, may
have some definitive information on the "C" stamp but I don't
recall seeing it in his various articles.

So much for the history and comments. Now let's step back
and look at the "C" stamp carefully and try to figure out what it
is.

The first question is, could the letter be anything bUt a "C"?
Not likely. It appears to be a typical Spencerian-style letter C,
easy to carve into what appears to be a piece of cork, judging
from the textured background of the imprint. The color of the
ink is a gray-green, a little unusual for an ink pad, which would
normally have been black or red in those days. But obviously
the green ink was available, so perhaps the clerk, or whoever
did the stamping, simply took the easy way.

This then brings us to the puzzle of what the "C" stands for.
New collectors often guess "Cancelled" or "Counterfeit" — both
wrong. The Confederate Treasury Department cancelled a lot of
notes but always by cutting or punching the paper itself. Today
we find thousands of Confederate notes with the familiar "cut
cancel" or "cut-out cancel" damage. So we can say with cer-
tainty that the "C" did not mean "Cancelled."

We also know positively that the notes displaying the "C" are
not counterfeit. Philip Chase and others proved that long ago.
Besides, we know that the Confederacy was never delicate in
marking counterfeit notes. Handstamps with the entire word
"Counterfeit" inside a frame were used to stamp such notes in
black or red ink. Or clerks took their pens and wrote the word
"Counterfeit" across the note, sometimes two or three times,
and many adds A large "X"s in corrosive brown ink. Mutilation
was the watchword. No, the "C" counterstamp does not stand
for "Counterfeit."

Contemporary counterfeit of Criswell Type 20 Confederate note with
black block stamp used by some banks and government depositories.
The stamp also appears in red ink.

Contemporary counterfeit of Criswell Type 18 Confederate note with
the word "Counterfeit" written twice in brown ink.

Counterfeit of same note that has been mutilated with pen and brown 	 Contemporary counterfeit of Criswell Type 25 Confederate note,
ink.	 mutilated with pen strokes plus cutting away of the signatures.
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Years ago a friend suggested that the "C" stamp might have

been used to correct an accounting problem at the Confederate
Treasury. Perhaps the plate-letters Bb were difficult to write in
the ledgers and the Treasury stamped them with the "C" to con-

vert the notes to the printed plate-letter C variety. He stated that

the counterstamp always appears on or near the Bb and indeed
is turned horizontally, seemingly to make it fit in. This theory

sounds good, but it has two problems. First, not all Bb notes are

counterstamped—in fact, very few are. Secondly, Raphael
Thian would probably have found the ledger entries and men-

tioned the "C" stamp somewhere in his book, the Register of the
Confederate Debt, but he does not. So the suggestion is inter-

esting but not valid.
That leaves one other theory that might have merit. In the

tradition of the time the "C" must stand for "100". Many Con-
federate notes use the Roman numeral to designate one hun-

dred dollars. So let's extend the idea to the following scenario :

Suppose that a substantial number of the Type 8 Bb notes

had been set aside for some special purpose or purchase.
Packs of one hundred notes were made up, each worth
$5,000. A clerk at Treasury or at one of its depositories
counted the notes in each pack and wanted to indicate that

one hundred notes were in place. So he counterstamped the
top note of each pack with the green "C" and placed the

packs in his safe. He could then pay out the funds in $5,000
increments without recounting. Now also suppose that when

the notes were paid out, the payee or a Confederate Treas-

ury official objected to the "C" stamp. He had the clerk take
out the stamped note from each pack and replace it with an
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unstamped note. The accumulated notes with the green "C"
were then placed back in the vault, never paid out and thus
preserved. After the war the notes gradually fell into collec-

tors' hands and we find them today.

How else can we explain the nearly flawless condition in which

these notes are found today? I have a number of them, with and
without the counterstamp, and most of them are still pristine

white and clean. Obviously most of the issue was paid out and

lost or the notes were called in and destroyed by the Confeder-

ate Treasury Department. But a good supply of truly uncir-
culated Type 8 notes is available today, one of the very few ear-

ly 1861 notes in that condition that can still be bought for less
than $35. Some event caused them to be preserved — if only we

knew what.
To sum up then, and until someone comes up with some-

thing better, we can accept the following points :

1 The counterstamp is the letter "C".
2 It appears only on this particular type of note.
3 It is always imprinted at one particular spot on the note.

4 It is always imprinted sideways.
5 It is always green in color.
6 The best guess is that it stands for "one hundred".

7 Since we know that it does not stand for "cancelled" or
"counterfeit", the purpose of the counterstamp remains a
mystery.

So that's the story. Do you have a better theory? If so, your
collector friends are waiting—why not tell us about it? 	 ■

RARE
TERRITORIAL POSTAL

NOTES LOCATED
by CHARLES SURASKY

C OLLECTORS of Arizona territorial material or U.S. Postal

Notes have reason to rejoice at this time : a hoard of
102-year-old Postal Notes from the Tucson, Arizona

Post Office have entered the market.

First offered for sale at the recent Long Beach Coin and
Stamp Convention, the rare notes are starting to appear
throughout the nation. They all bear two-digit serial numbers
and have a face value of one-cent.

The notes arrived in Long Beach under the arm of an un-
identified man. He showed the items to several dealers, but
didn't sell them all as a group as he had hoped. He told several
dealers that the notes had been purchased, along with a large
quantity of other papers, in the liquidation of a post office build-
ing. Apparently the notes had rested undisturbed for more than
a century.

The notes were uniformly Extremely Fine to Almost Uncir-
culated.

There are two unusual aspects to this group of notes : first, no
Arizona Postal Notes had previously been reported ; second, not
one of the notes had the post office's postmark where it should
have been.

Collectors of historical paper know that items from the south-
west tend to be difficult to locate. There weren't many people in

that region until recently and from the small group that lived

there, there weren't many collectors. Combine these two facts
with the rising interest in items from the "Old West," and it's

easy to understand why demand is strong.

Now, a group of postal notes from the autumn of 1883 have

hit the market. Dealers who saw the original group estimate that
twenty-five to fifty notes were in that stranger's envelope. What
a wonderful opportunity for collectors, researchers and his-

torians.

I have a theory that explains why the notes don't have a post-
mark. I suspect the notes were prepared in advance of the Sep-
tember 3rd, 1883 initial day of issue. The postmaster, recog-
nizing the demand for the new items, prepared several two-note
pages in advance. Prepared, that is, except for the final applica-
tion of his postmark. After collector sales died down, he was left
with a quantity of 1-cent notes; so he set them aside. How could
he have known they'd be found 102 years later?

Postal notes are the direct descendants of postage and frac-
tional currency issued during the Civil War. Three different bank
note companies produced the notes in six distinct types. The
Tucson, Arizona notes are all Type I, the first design produced
by the Homer Lee Bank Note Company of New York.
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