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United States Currency Specimens
for

Foreign Central Banks
by GENE HESSLER

w HEN the changes in United States currency, that have
been under discussion and study for at least three
years, are finally implemented, central banks in the

capitals around the world will need "samples" so they can be-
come familiar with the authentic notes; counterfeits can, and
do, appear anywhere.

Most governments around the world change their currency
designs every fifteen years or so. The United States,however,
has not had a major currency change in almost sixty years. But
soon, in my opinion, our government will be required to do
what they did in the past, i.e., send specimens of new currency
designs to foreign central banks.

The illustrations demonstrate what the United States Govern-
ment sent on at least two occasions. The Annual Reports of the
Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing for 1884' and
1889' stated that for series 1878, one sheet of four U.S.
specimen notes for the $5,000 and $10,000 denominations
were sent to the Chinese and Japanese Governments.

In 1889, 3 for the series of 1880, one specimen sheet of four
United States notes for all denominations was sent to the
governments of: China, Corea [sic], Japan and Russia. The
numbers in parentheses after the denominations indicate the
number of specimen notes that were printed: $1 (68), $2 (68),
$5 (68), $10 (68), $20 (68), $50 (72), $100 (64), $500 (68)

The portraits of Andrew Jackson on the $5 (F72, H252) and James Madison on the $5,000 (F188, H1435)
were engraved by Alfred Sealey. The vignette of the Pioneer was engraved by Henry Gugler. Each speci-
men bears "Specimen Furnished the Chinese Government by the United States Treasury Department."
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The $50 (F156. H933) has a vertical overprint. America was engraved by Charles Burt who probably

engraved the portrait of Franklin as well.

and $1,000 (8). It is safe to assume that the additional specimen
notes went to other governments and probably to our Federal
Reserve Banks.

Also in 1889, 4 one specimen sheet of four notes of $5.000
and $10,000 currency certificates of deposit (the only denomi-
nations printed), was sent to the governments of China and
Japan. Plate proofs of these notes, without any overprint as
seen on those illustrated, can be seen as illustrations in both
books listed below under additional sources.

The Empress of China, the first American trading vessel,
which carried ginseng and furs, sailed from lower Manhattan on
12 February 1784; it arrived in Canton on 28 August of the
same year.' The ship returned to America with tea, chinaware,
silk and cinnamon. This first successful exchange was financed
by Robert Morris, who had earlier served as the first and only
U.S. Superintendent of Finance.

Another figure in the early history of America was John
Quincy Adams. In 1812, Adams served as minister to the
Russian Court, the second of the four countries that would
receive specimens of the United States notes.

The United States and other countries attempted to make
contact with Korea and Japan by means of force. Both oriental
nations, until that time, had been successful in remaining in
relative isolation. In 1854, two ports in Japan were opened to
American ships. For entry into Korea it was necessary to wait
until 1882 when a treaty of trade was negotiated with our
government.

When and if specimen notes of the new United States
currency designs are sent to central banks around the world,
perhaps Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing
Robert J. Leuver will allow us to illustrate examples.

1. Annual Report of the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing, (Washington, D.C.: Treasury Department., 1884), pp. 17 &
18.

2 Ibid, 1889, p. 11.
3 Ibid.
4 Ibid.
5 The invention of paper money can be traced to China in the early

ninth century. Nevertheless, paper money of other countries was
not acceptable. Until the time when these specimen notes were sent,
only the U.S. silver trade dollar was accepted.

Additional Sources

F Friedgerg, Robert. Paper Money of the United States. 9th ed. Coin
and Currency Institute, Inc., 1978.

H Hessler, Gene. The Comprehensive Catalog of the U.S. Paper
Money. 4th ed. BNR Press. 1983.
Hessler, Gene. U.S. Essay, Proof and Specimen Notes. BNR Press,
1979.	 ■

RARITY (continued from p. 115)

Table 1. Record of notes issued to the First National Bank of
Oxnard, California, charter 9481.

Series of 1902 Date Backs

5-5-5-5 1-5850

10-10-10-20 with error' 1-3600

10-10-10-20 without error 3601-4580

Series of 1902 Blue Seal Plain Backs

5-5-5-5 5851-8190

10-10-10-20 4581-6046

*error consists of duplicate Treat signature on the $20 subject.
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