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Isaac Hays
by EDWARD SCHUMAN

Isaac Hays was born in Philadelphia on the 5th of July, 1798.
His father, Samuel Hays, was a broker of considerable renown,
who had advertised that "by a long residence with the late Mr.
Haym Salomon," he had acquired a "perfect knowledge of this
business." Samuel Hays was also active in many cultural and
civic organizations. He was among the first to subscribe to the
New Chestnut Street Theatre in 1792. During the yellow fever
plague of 1797. when most of the influential people of Philadel-
phia left for Lancaster and other places outside the disease-
infested city, he was among the major contributors who donated
money to be used for combating this disease and for helping
those afflicted. The Philadelphia City Library, the Philadelphia
Academy of Fine Arts, the Mikveh Israel Synagogue and others,
benefited from his generosity.

His mother, Richea Gratz Hays was a member of the most
prominent Jewish family in America during this period. The
many cultural and civic affairs of which the Gratz family were a
part could fill many pages. The Gratz clan were patriots of the
first order. Their many contributions to the cause of liberty and
freedom are well documented. Therefore, it is not surprising
that their son Isaac, coming from such stock, would prove to be
a most extraordinary person.

He attended the University of Pennsylvania, graduating in
1816 at the age of 18 years. Four years later he graduated from
the school of medicine, and started a 60 year career by opening
an office and offering his medical services to the Female Hebrew
Benevolent Society and the Bikur Holim, two Jewish philan-
thropic institutions then in operation in Philadelphia.

He was a man of tremendous energy, extremely civic mind-
ed, and had a wide scope of interests, When his Aunt Rebecca
Gratz was secretary of the Philadelphia Orphans Asylum, Isaac
Hays served as physician to this organization. In 1822 he took
an active part in founding the Pennsylvania Infirmary for
Diseases of the Eye and Ear; he later served as one of the
surgeons in this hospital. His specialty was ophthalmology, and
he invented a needle knife that was used in cataract surgery.

He joined the newly founded Academy of Natural Sciences,
and lectured regularly on natural sciences. He specialized in
American Birds, with the assistance of John James Audubon.
Hays served as curator for the organization for several years.

He became one of the original members of the Franklin In-
stitute and found time to serve as its secretary, and on the im-
portant publications committee.

His mother's brother, Joseph Gratz, was one of the founders
of the Northern Liberties Gas Works. This was one of the first
public utility companies in America. The company piped in il-
luminating gas, to be used for lighting and cooking purposes.
Isaac Hays took an active part in this corporation, serving as
chairman of the committee of Works.

Numismatically he is remembered by a stock certificate from
this utility company, a check signed by him as chairman of
works, and a dividend check, drawn on the Kensington Bank,
payable to him, all of which are illustrated. Today, Northern
Liberties is located near the center of Philadelphia.

His greatest contribution to history however, is as an editor. In
1827 he took over the editorship of the Philadelphia Journal of
the Medical and Physical Sciences. He changed its name to the
American Journal of Medical Sciences, and remained as editor
until 1869 when his son, Dr. Isaac Minis Hays. succeeded him.
It was said of Isaac Hays "that by reason of his position as editor
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Joseph Gratz was a founder of the Northern Liberties Gas Works.
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of this journal, he was the arbiter of the disposal or destiny of
medical manuscripts, and in consequence it was the desire and
ambition of every practitioner to have his paper appear in this
journal." The Journal was so much the product of its editor, that
it is commonly referred to in the history of medicine as "Hays'
Journal." He became one of the founders of the American
Medical Association, and was the author of its code of ethics.
This code has been adapted and used by every medical society
in the United States. In addition to his medical work, Hays wrote
numerous monographs and several books.

The Wills Eye Hospital was founded as a result of a legacy left
by James Wills, a Philadelphia grocer who died in 1823. It ab-
sorbed the infirmary with which Dr. Isaac Hays was associated,
and he became and remained a staff surgeon at the hospital until
1854. He was the only Jewish doctor affiliated with a major eye
hospital in the country during this period.

He was one of the oldest members of the College of Physi-
cians in Philadelphia, and was for many years its censor.

In this era, in which the birth of several new American scien-
tific institutions occurred, we are fortunate that Isaac Hays was
there to guide and create, and to freely dispense his knowledge
and understanding. He was without question the most out-
standing American Jewish physican of the period.

Much of the material for this article was taken from the History of the
Jews of Philadelphia, from Colonial Times to the Age of Jackson,
authored by Edwin Wolf II, and Maxwell Whiteman. ■
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Larson, T.A., 1977, Wyoming, a Bicentennial History: W.W. Norton
& Co., New York, 198 p.

McDonald, J.T., 1925, Address of President McDonald: Wyoming
Bankers Association, Proceedings of the 16th Annual Convention
held at Riverton, Wyoming, Sept. 5, 1924, p. 8-9.

Newlin, I.C., 1918, Biennial Report of the State Examiner from Sept.

30, 1916 to Oct. 1, 1918: Typewritten report to Governor Frank
L. Houx.

Peterson, C.S., 1915, Men of Wyoming: C.S. Peterson, Denver,
Colorado, 322 p.

Wyoming State Examiner, periodic, Abstracts of reports made to the
State Examiner, showing the condition of State, Private, and Savings
Banks and Loan and Trust Companies in the State of Wyoming:
printed sheets issued periodically.

Wyoming State Examiner, various dates-a, Miscellaneous files con-
taining Articles of Incorporation for State Banks, State Bank Charters,
Examiners Reports of Conditions of State Banks and other docu-
ments: State Examiner's Office, Cheyenne, Wyoming.

Wyoming State Examiner, various dates-b, Miscellaneous Examiners
Reports of Conditions of State Banks: Microfilmed records, Wyo-
ming State Archives, Cheyenne, Wyoming.

Wyoming Water Center, University of Wyoming, undated, Wyoming
climatological data bank: Computerized U.S. Weather Bureau data
for the State of Wyoming.

Mr. Huntoon deserves an apology. I misjudged the length of this article ;
it should have been in two parts. (ed.)
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