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Paper Money Whole No. 116

A $20 bond of the first issue with portraits of Tone and Emmet.

Descriptive information was supplied through the courtesy of Major Sheldon S. Carroll, Chief Curator of the Bank of Canada. National Currency
Collection, and Miss A. Zecher (retired). Researcher of the American Bank Note Co.

Footnotes

' William D'Arcy. The Fenian Movement in the United States 1858-1886 (New

York : Russell & Russell, 1971).

W.S. Neidhardt. Fenianism in North America (State College, Penna.;
Pennsylvania State Univ. Press, 1975).

' D'Arcy .

T.W. Moddy, ed., The Fenian Movement (Cork, Ireland: Mercier Press.

1968).
Ibid.	 Ibid. 	 D'Arcy.
Neidhardt.	 10 Neidhardt. 	 Neidhardt.

' D'Arcy.	 " Ibid. 	 " Ibid.
a Ibid.
See also Mabel Gregory Walker, The Fenian Movement (Colorado Springs.

Colo.: Ralph Myles Publishing. Inc., 1969). 	 ■
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Redeemed Obsolete Notes
by

GARY D. HACKER

0 BSOLETE bank note collecting has been a hobby of

mine for over twenty years. During this time I have
concentrated on notes of one city—Savannah, Geor-

gia—and more specifically one bank—The Merchant's and
Planter Bank. This bank was in existence from 1856 thru the
start of the Civil War. While collecting these notes, I also have
accumulated other financial documents of this bank. One type

of financial document that I find particularly fascinating is the re-
quest for the redemption of half an obsolete note.

The document contains a statement by the individual request-
ing redemption of the half note before a bank employee, notary
public, or other person attesting to the fact that he is the rightful

owner of the full note, that the other half was being used in
payment of some type of business transaction but lost and that
he promises never to request redemption of the other half of the
note. The document is usually handwritten and identified as a
-Bond". The half of the note or notes being redeemed are
pinned to the document. The paper of the document may be of
good quality, while with some it is not. Some have what appears

to be some type of seal of a notary public impressed in the paper

while others are signed "Notary".
The text of this type of document is interesting to read. Ac-

companying this article are illustrations of two documents and
the author's transcriptions of their content.

To me this type of document tells us some things about life
and business during the era of American obsolete banknotes.
Writing checks apparently was not a widely used method of pay-
ing for goods or services. A unique system was utilized in mak-
ing payment by half a note at a time. The mail service apparent-
ly was not reliable enough at that time to mail a complete bank
note. And banking officials appeared to trust the individuals
who sought redemption and exchange of half a note for a full
note.

After several years of collecting and finding many repaired
notes that had been cut in half, I finally realized that these notes
had not recently been repaired by fellow collectors but had been

repaired during this era of history, apparently in a successfully
completed business transaction.
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State of Florida
Hamilton County

Before me Henry I. Stewart Judge of the Court of Probate for said
County personally appeared Benjamin Bryan resident of said County
and State who being duly sworn says he was the owner of a ten dollar
bill upon the Merchants and Planters Bank of the State of Georgia and is
yet the owner of the right hand half of said bill. being marked letter H
and number 31. He further swears that he was indebted at the law office
at Tallahassee for land bought, by deponent, and in order to take up his
note he enclosed the amount having previously cut the bill retaining the

right hand halves and mailed the left hand halves at the Post Office at
White Springs in said County on or about the 30th day of May AD 1860
directed to H A Corley Esqr. Register of the public land of the State of
Florida that as deponent has reason to believe the left halves have been
lost through the mail as he has never been able to hear of them since.

He swears that he is still the owner of the right hand half of said bill.
Sworn to and Subscribed
before me this 4th day of 	 Benjamin Bryan

Oct. AD 1860
Witness my seal of Office
Henry I. Stewart
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State of Georgia
City of Savannah

Know all men by these presents, that Whereas, Nevitt Lathrop
Rogers, Merchant doing business in the City of Savannah has this day,
August 11, 1858 presented to the Merchants and Planters Bank, The
left hand half of a fifty dollar bill, Numbered Eight hundred and one,
and marked with the letter K. Also one other half bill, being the left hand
half of a one hundred Dollar bill. of said Bank, numbered Three hun-
dred and fifty one and marked with the letter L. And whereas the said
Nevitt Lathrop Rogers aledge that the right hand half of said bills have

been lost, and whereas the said The Merchants and Planters Bank, has
paid the said Nevitt Lathrop Rogers the full sum of said bills to wit one
hundred and fifty dollars, the said Nevitt Lathrop Rogers agrees with
The Merchants and Planters Bank, and binds themselves their heirs and
assigns for won't hold the said Merchants and Planters Bank harmed
against the payment of the other half of said bills should they ever be
presented to said Bank for payment. Signed Sealed and Delivered this
Eleventh day of August AD 1858.

Joseph Felt
	

Nevitt Lathrop Rogers
Not Pub
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