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COVER PORTRAIT. Friedrich von Schiller (1759-1805),
dramatist, poet and historian was the founder of modern German

literature. His An die Freude (Ode to Joy), written in 1785 was

set to music by Beethoven for the final movement of the monu-

mental ninth symphony. The engraved portrait of Schiller appears
on the 10 mark note (P23) of the German Democratic Republic.
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IN GOD IS OUR TRUST
Found on an Arkansas Obsolete Note

By
Matt Rothert, Sr. NLG

This note is listed as ARK 550-3 in Arkansas Obsolete Notes and Scrip.

A
N Arkansas obsolete note issued by Dr. George B.
Peters, of Peters Landing, Arkansas has the motto "In
God is our Trust" on a scroll beneath the eagle and

shield in the center vignette of the face. This note is extremely
rare and is known on the $1 and $5 denominations only.

Who was Dr. George B. Peters and how did he happen to
have this motto on his personal notes at such an early period?
These notes. though not dated, were printed about 1873.

Peters Landing, not now in existence. was located on the
Arkansas side of the Mississippi River about 25 miles northeast
of Marianna. Arkansas and about the same distance southwest
of Memphis.

Peters was born in 1814 and died in 1889. He became a
practicing physician at an early age in Bolivar, Tennessee and
was a leader in the social and political life of the southwest cor-
ner of Tennessee. including Memphis. He moved to his planta-
tion in Arkansas about 1866, but kept his interests in Tennessee
and spent a great deal of his time in Memphis.

He served one term in the Arkansas General Assembly as a
senator (1883-1887), from the district that comprised Phillips
and Lee Counties. He was pressed to run for the United States
Congress but refused to allow his nomination.

The Memphis Avalanche newspaper dated April 30, 1889
stated the following in Dr. Peters' obituary: "His intellect was se-
cond to none in the South, and with his indomitable will and
generous personal magnetism he could easily have risen to
prominence in any line of public life if he had been so disposed.

He was content, however, to lead the life of a private citizen,
and will go to his last resting place mourned as a faithful hus-
band. a fond father, a true friend. and a gentleman who was
without fear and without reproach." Peters was quite a man of
his time.

This note was printed by Corlies, Macy & Co., Stationers, 39
Nassau St., New York City. We estimate the date to be about
1873. as that was when Lee County was established and no
doubt Dr. Peters was proud of this new county.

This note is an excellent example of a small issue of Arkansas
obsolete notes. Most of the notes issued by individuals were
printed by local printers.

Now why was this motto "In God is our Trust" printed on the
notes? United States paper money collectors know that the
$100 interest bearing notes issued under Act of March 3, 1863
have the motto "In God is our Trust" on the shield at the left
(F199, H1140). There are not many $100 notes around, but
the $20 compound interest bearing notes of 1863 and 1864
(F191 & 191a, H724-726) and the $20 interest bearing notes of
1864 (F197. H727) have in the lower right corner, "In God is
our Trust."

These notes are all very rare. The engraver certainly did not
copy the motto from our two cent pieces of 1864. or from any
other coin, otherwise the notes would have read "In God We
Trust."

(continued on p. 88)
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Literature Review

Funny Money in the Footprints of History, A Numismatic
Chronicle of Green Bay and Brown County, 1835-1984, by
Henry C. Theele

I stumbled onto this handbook at the Central States show in
Milwaukee last year: John Wilson told me about it and lent me
his copy. It seems that the work was produced as a souvenir for
the Numismatists of Wisconsin state convention, April 14-15,
1984 and not for general sale. If the Nicolet Coin Club of Green
Bay. the publisher, has any left, I suggest that they be presented
to the ANA and SPMC libraries. By failing to publicize this work,
the club is not only hiding a bright light under a bushel but is de-
priving the paper money fraternity of useful information as well.

From the strictly syngraphic standpoint, the most outstanding
sections are: Introduction to state bank notes 1793-1865; State
bank notes 1835-1865; Introduction to national currency notes;
and Banks that issued national currency notes. Among state
bank issuers of notes are the Bank of Wisconsin, Bank of De-
troit-Green Bay, Bank of the Fox River Hydraulic Company,
The Fox River Bank. Green Bay Bank, Northern Bank, Bank of
Green Bay, The City Bank of Green Bay and The Brown
County Bank. Private issuers are James Duane Doty and James
Morton. Rather substantial histories accompany each listing,
replete with human interest stories.

Valuable data that includes circulations and a listing of officers
are given on the national currency of The First National Bank of
Green Bay, The City National Bank of Green Bay, The National
Bank of Commerce of Green Bay. The Kellogg National Bank
of Green Bay, Kellogg-Citizens National Bank of Green Bay,
The First National Bank of De Pere, The Citizens National Bank
of Green Bay, The McCartney's National Bank of Fort Howard,
The McCartney National Bank of Green Bay and The National
Bank of De Pere.

For syngraphists with wider interests, the book includes sec-
tions on encased coins, medals, brewery and soft drink bottlers'
tokens and blue laws in Green Bay. Nearly half of the book is
devoted to this area of the hobby.

Certainly this modest volume (72 pages, offset printed from a
typescript with no illustrations) can serve as a model for other
coin clubs and inspire them to complete similar listings of the
numismatic issues of their localities. It demonstrates grass roots
research at its best, including a useful bibliography. Henry
Theele and the Nicolet Coin Club have scored a touchdown
with this one in the tradition of the Lombardi-era Green Bay
Packers.

Barbara R. Mueller

Checks, Stocks & Bonds,
And More!

Join us and receive our quarterly journal,
THE CHECKLIST

• Information on all aspects of banking and
business paper collectibles

• Club Auctions
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friendliest collectors anywhere!
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God Our Trust (Continued from p. 55)

A line in the Star Spangled Banner could have inspired "In
God is our Trust." During the War of 1812, Francis Scott Key
proudly wrote:

"Then conquer we must when our cause is just, and this be our
motto - "In God is our Trust."

This note is of special interest to the writer because I worked
for four years to have "In God We Trust" placed on our paper
money. The bill that passed both houses of Congress and was
signed into law by President Eisenhower on July 11, 1955,
specified "that at such time as new dies for the printing of
currency are adopted by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing,
the dies shall bear—the inscription 'In God We Trust' and
thereafter this inscription shall appear on all United States
currency and coins." Soon after this, these words "In God We
Trust" became our official National Motto.

(For those interested in this subject as it relates to U.S. paper money see
"Precursors of the Motto 'In God We Trust' on U.S. Paper Money" in
Paper Money No. 73, 1978, p. 10.) ■
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