
NCE newspapers were filled with colorful and exaggerated accounts of their plans and actions,
but today the history books barely mention them and were it not for collector interest in their
bond issues, the Fenian Brotherhood would be all but forgotten. Their invasions of Canada, in

the cause of Irish independence, are usually portrayed as comic opera battles, fought by fanciful soldiers
whose own marching song mocked their seriousness with its closing lines —"And we'll go and capture
Canada, for we've nothing else to do."'
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Yet the founders of this society were dedicated men who
were determined to see Ireland freed from British rule. Despite
their failure in achieving this goal, they did create an
organization which spanned the ocean to become an important
political force in one country and to affect the destinies of two
others. Most important of all, to the many thousands of Irish
men and women who joined the Brotherhood at its peak, the
Fenians provided the sole hope for the independence of their
homeland.

The origin of the Irish conflict, still as yet unresolved, began
centuries ago. The country came under English dominance in
1170 when Henry II conquered the Irish chieftains and
rewarded his Norman followers with Irish estates. Over suc-
ceeding years, these Normans allied themselves with the Irish
and eventually became a greater influence than the English. By
the end of the War of Roses in 1486, English authority was
limited to a small area around Dublin known as the English Pale.

When Henry VIII came to power in 1509, he conciliated with
the Irish and was accepted as their sovereign ; however he also
introduced his reformed church to the Pale. During the reign of
Elizabeth I, this became the cause for a series of bitter battles; for
while the Pale had accepted the Anglican Church of Ireland, the
remainder of the country had followed the Celtic Church, which
in turn had become increasingly Roman. The English, in trying
to overcome this, devastated whole villages and put many
people to death ; thus laying the foundations for years of Irish
Catholic hatred directed at both the English and the Protestants.

Although the Catholics' fortunes rose and fell over the years,
they were generally on the side being oppressed. Their most
disastrous defeat came at the Battle of Boyne in 1690.
Afterwards, Catholics were put under strict penal laws, their
commerce and industry were stifled, and their lands confis-
cated. With Protestantism the dominant, if not the majority
religion, many Catholics fled the country to escape the
persecutions, while others fomented revolts which continued on
into the 1800s. Reform measures in 1829 and 1838 brought
some relief, but it was the Potato Famine from 1845 to 1847
which had the greatest effect. During the time of "The Great
Hunger" there were no thoughts of rebellion, but only of

survival, as the population was reduced either from death or
emigration by over one and a half million. It was towards the
end of this catastrophe that a group known as the Young Ireland
Movement launched an uprising. The Revolt of '48, however,
was easily put down by the authorities in Dublin Castle, and
most of the leaders were either arrested or fled the country,
among them John O'Mahony and James Stephens.

Colonel John O'Mahony (1816-1877), founder and Head Center of
the Fenian Brotherhood.

Courtesy Metropolitan Toronto Library Board

John O'Mahony was born in 1815 to an old and respected
family in County Cork. He had attended Trinity College for a
time, but the death of his older brother had brought him home
to assume his hereditary role as head of the clan. It was in this
capacity that he raised and led an army of 2000 men during the
1848 revolt. Due to the quick suppression, however, neither
O'Mahony nor his followers were able to take an active role ; still
he was recognized as a leader and had a price of 100 pounds on
his head when he escaped to Paris.
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While in Paris. he met James Stephens, an ardent nationalist
from Kilkenny who had also fled to escape imprisonment. The
two exiles spent the next few years eking out a meager living
and making plans for the future. They also joined the French
secret societies, and as Stephens later wrote of this period, his
main aims were "to keep alive, to pursue knowledge, and to
master the technique of conspiracy."'

In late 1853, O'Mahony sailed for New York City. There, far
from any British intervention, he set about forming a new
revolutionary group. In 1856, Stephens managed to slip back
into Ireland, and the following year O'Mahony wrote him
suggesting that he form an underground companion group in
Ireland. Stephens readily agreed, the only stipulation being his
expressed demand for complete control over both groups.
Although O'Mahony agreed. at least for a time, this desire for
dictatorial powers was to prove a common fault in all of the new
societies' leaders. Indeed, the only trait which they seemed to
have in common was a deep and unabiding hatred for Great
Britain.

The Americans sent over a slim $700 to assist him, and on
March 17. 1858, in a Dublin lumberyard, Stephens and a small
band of dedicated patriots formed the Irish Republican
Brotherhood. Together they swore a solemn and secret oath "to
make Ireland an independent democratic republic."' At the
same time, in New York, the American branch of the I.R.S. was
created. It was named (to avoid as much as possible any
connection between the two) the Fenian Brotherhood. after an
ancient band of Irish warriors known as the Fianna, and was
organized with the avowed purpose of giving political, financial
and military aid to the Irish branch. Each branch was to be
organized in groups of 820 men which would be known as
circles (actually the numbers varied considerably). and each
circle was commanded by a center. John O'Mahony was Head
Center for the U.S. and James Stephens for Ireland.

James Stephens (1825-1901), founder and Head Center of the
Irish Republican Brotherhood, known as "The Chief Organizer."

Courtesy Metropolitan Toronto Library Board

The first of many clashes between these two was not long in
coming. Stephens believed that the main function of the U.S.
branch was to raise funds for the I.R.B. O'Mahony, however.
had his own views; he knew that over a million Irish had
migrated to the U.S. since the famine years and that if only a
small segment of these could be organized into an armed force.
they would make a formidable addition to the I.R.B.'s forces. In
1860 he went to Dublin and won Stephens' grudging approval
of his plans. returning to the U.S. with a renewed conviction
that Ireland had a right to independence and that violent
revolution was the only way to bring it about.

O'Mahony was an imposing man, both in size and features.
Despite his appearance, however, he was quiet and reserved in
manner and was often criticized for being too cautious. In truth,
he was a man who lived only for his beliefs and cared nothing
for worldly possessions. A visitor described him as a man who
"had friends who were willing to sacrifice everything for him : yet
he was often in need of a dollar and when his poverty was
discovered, he declined to receive assistance in any shape or
form. He seemed to care nothing for success in life, his whole
mind being absorbed with one idea —rebellion in Ireland."'

Another visitor remarked "A $10 greenback over and above
his immediate wants was a fortune to him, but one that he kept a
loose hold of ; for anyone who approached him with a woeful
story was sure to get it out of him."' To be sure, there were
many hangers-on loafing around the New York headquarters.
living off what they could scrounge from the treasury.
O'Mahony tolerated these men and even treated many as
trusted cronies, despite the fact that some of them were
suspected informers. Actually the ranks of both branches must
have been modestly increased by the numbers of paid informers
and secret agents which they contained.

The Fenians had at first grown at a slower pace than the

I.R.B., which would eventually have an estimated 50,000

members. In the early 1860s, however, two events occurred

which altered this circumstance. First, Terence Manus, a hero of
'48, passed away in San Francisco, and as his body was
returned to Ireland, rallies were held along the way which
renewed the people's interest in republicanism. The second
event, the U.S. Civil War, proved to be even more fortunate.
This was an ideal way not only to train their men, but to gather
new recruits as well. One sixth of all Union enlistments were
Irishmen, and entire Fenian circles joined up together and then
helped bring in new men.

Besides gaining combat experience for their men, the Fenians
hoped that the hostilities might also bring about a new war
between the U.S. and Britain which, of course, they could use
to their advantage. In fact, feelings did run so high between the

two countries that at one point, during the Trent Affair. Britain

rushed 10,000 soldiers to Canada to guard against an American
invasion. Britain not only provided a market for the South's
cotton, but also supplied them with munitions in return. The
deadly Southern raiders. Alabama and Florida, were built and
armed from English ports. These and other facts caused much
resentment of Britain in the U.S. and gave the Fenians encour-
agement in their plans.

Meanwhile, Fenian membership began to increase rapidly
as O'Mahony sent organizers throughout the country. At a



	04zrzEizzO,EI 
j4,14,41■114411.?..L.Lwl ; 	 2,,s.%0).27 -

ii/74'//,, ;74f 7.,i7(

r

, 01/	 .///l/r/ht /i/k/(//i///47///////

• r.	 r 	
( `'; ,//?/4 1/

//.' '/

Page 58
	

Paper Money Whole No. 116

A $5 bond of the first issue in the name of the Irish Republic, signed by O'Mahony.

national convention held in Chicago in 1863, eighty-two dele-
gates from twelve states met together to create a constitution
and to pledge their "intense and undying hatred towards the
Monarchy and Oligarchy of Great Britain" which had for "so
long ground their country into the dust, hanging her patriots,
starving out her people, and sweeping myriads of Irishmen,
women and children off their paternal fields to find refuge in
foreign lands."'

O'Mahony was reelected as Head Center at this convention,
though not without some opposition. Over the years, only
desperate trips across the Atlantic by either one or the other of
the two autocratic leaders, O'Mahony and Stephens, had held
the two branches of the organization together. Now, in Chicago,
another figure emerged, and he, too, was determined to make
his voice heard within the society.

Under the newly adopted constitution. O'Mahony was forced
to share his leadership with both a cabinet and a five member
senate. This abridgement of his authority was due to the
growing influence of William R. Roberts, a wealthy young
merchant who at an early age had migrated to the U.S. from
Ireland. Roberts was never as popular as O'Mahony, but he was
a powerful orator and above all, he promised action to the many
members who were growing weary of O'Mahony's cautious
pace.

The year 1865 was to be the high point of the Fenian
Brotherhood. The receipts brought in from all the years from
1858 to 1863 had totaled only $15,000 but in the single year of
1865 they reached $228,000! There was even a sisterhood
established and new members, including ex-confederates, were
joining all the time. As membership rose, however, so did
expenditures and the treasury was being constantly depleted.
Often the funds sent to Ireland were intercepted by British
agents who had been tipped-off in advance. Despite this, during
a fund raising tour of the U.S., James Stephens promised to
make 1865 the year of "Insurrection or Dissolution."'

The convention of that year saw 348 delegates from 273 dif-
ferent circles but it also saw a fatal ideological split. O'Mahony
was determined that a rebellion in Ireland, supported by men
and arms from America, was the true course for the Fenians.
Now, however, Roberts and his supporters introduced their
own plan. Although the Fenians had been able to infiltrate

men into Ireland, they had never succeeded in smuggling arms
to Stephens and, as a result, the I.R.B. was still virtually
powerless. The pragmatic O'Mahony insisted in waiting for the
right time to strike, but Roberts proposed instead to make an
invasion of Canada.

Roberts believed that his plan had several advantages besides
giving the impatient members some action. For one thing it
might at last touch off the long hoped for war between the U.S.
and Britain, or, failing this, it would at least provide a base for
making a full scale attack against the British. Roberts also felt
that the large numbers of Irish in Canada, as well as the
disaffected French populace, would readily join his forces.
O'Mahony was bitterly opposed to this strategy and a
permanent rift was created in the Brotherhood.

This rift deepened late in 1865 when the Fenians prepared an
issue of fund raising bonds. The bonds were supposed to be
signed by the treasurer, Bernard Dorian Killian, and an
appointed bond agent. Unfortunately, the agent resigned and,
to expedite the sale, O'Mahony signed some $68,000 worth
himself. Since he did so without authorization by the senate,
they promptly condemned the issue as fraudulent. Then, using
this as a pretext, they ousted O'Mahony from his position as
Head Center. William Roberts became the new leader of the
Fenians, or at least of one faction of them, for O'Mahony and
his supporters formed their own wing.

In February 1866, the O'Mahony faction advertised their
bonds in the Irish People, the Fenian newspaper, and they sold
so well that in this same month the Roberts wing began to offer
their own. The bonds sold well for both groups: even poor
servant girls saved up their pennies for them, but today they
represent little more than the vanished dreams of those who
purchased them.

Attempts at reconciliation failed and the two factions con-
tinued on separate ways, with the O'Mahony wing still sup-
porting Stephens while the Roberts wing concentrated on the
invasion of Canada. In 1840, Upper Canada (present day
Ontario) and Lower Canada (now the Province of Quebec) had
been joined into the Province of Canada. Although this had
created a single government, the Province remained disunited
with sectional differences. The friction caused by the U.S. Civil
War, including such incidents as the St. Albans raid where the
rebels used Canada as a base for their attack, had led many
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Canadians to fear annexation by their large neighbor to the
south. When the Reciprocity Treaty, which allowed free trade
between the two nations, had been revoked by the U.S., the
Canadian Governor-General had deemed the situation serious
enough to call out 2,000 volunteers. Now, in 1866, the
Province was trying to persuade Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick to join in a confederation. This important proposal was
under consideration just as the Fenians began to make their
plans.

Rumors of an invasion had begun even earlier in late 1865
and they had continued on into the next year. The Fenian's
strength was greatly exaggerated in newspaper accounts so the
Canadians had no clear idea of what they were facing. and they
hurriedly began to form a militia force. They also believed that
the U.S. might be little inclined to interfere with the planned
invasion. The Irish now made up a powerful segment of the
American electorate, and many politicians found it prudent to
support any ideas of Irish independence. One group of Fenians
was granted an interview with President Johnson and Secretary
of State Seward and when they inquired as to the administra-
tion's reaction to the Canadian venture, they received the
ambiguous but encouraging reply that it would "acknowledge
accomplished facts."' Such words left both Fenians and nervous
Canadians feeling that the U.S. might simply turn its back on
any invasion.

In February of 1866, the Roberts wing completed their plans
which called for a three-pronged attack from Vermont, New
York and Chicago. Their commander-in-chief was to be
Thomas Sweeny, a former brigadier general in the U.S. Army
with a long and distinguished record. Sweeny disdainfully dis-
counted the British troops still stationed in Canada and chose to
believe the militia was composed of sympathizers. Professing
that Canada could be conquered with only 10,000 men, he
promised that soon "The green flag will be flying . . . to
freedom's breeze and we will have a base . .. from which we
can not only emancipate Ireland. but also annihilate England."'

Ironically. while the Fenians were counting on support from
the Irish Canadians, many of these people were Protestants.
and then, as now, the Orangemen did not consider the revolu-
tionaries of Catholic Ireland to be their allies. The Fenians

were to find no sympathy at all in Canada; but rather 32.000
militiamen who could be called up within twenty four hours.

Saint Patrick's Day, the expected time of the attack, came and
went with no sign of General Sweeny ; instead it was the
O'Mahony wing which struck an unexpected blow. Ever since
their break with the other Fenians, they had quietly devoted
themselves to infiltrating undercover men into Ireland. They had
been so successful at this that the habeas corpus act had been
suspended that February in order to deal with the Fenian
agents. Although this had produced much favorable publicity,
the agents were actually able to accomplish very little. So
treasurer Killian came up with the idea of seizing Campo Bello
Island, a small island off the coasts of Maine and New Bruns-
wick. Killian convinced O'Mahony that the island was neutral
and would make an ideal base from which they could ship arms
without any interference.

O'Mahony, perhaps still chafing under past criticism and
aware that Roberts was rapidly taking the initiative away from
him, finally consented, and in April of 1865. Killian led a force
of some 800 armed men to Eastport, Maine. Many alarmed
Canadians evacuated the area and both British regulars and
militia units were rushed to the vicinity. Even the U.S.. which
had been ignoring the Fenian's preparations, was forced into
action and confiscated the Fenian's supply ship. When General
George Meade arrived at the head of a large federal force, the
Fenians protested that they were just there for the fishing and
hurriedly retreated back to New York. Outside of terrorizing the
residents, all that they accomplished was to burn a small
building.

This humiliating venture cost the O'Mahony wing $40,000,
which they could ill-afford to waste, and it cost John O'Mahony
the last vestiges of his influence and prestige. Many of his
followers deserted to Roberts, and the original wing of the
Fenians ceased to be of any importance. On his next trip to the
U.S., Stephens sternly demanded O'Mahony's resignation and
assumed the position himself.

This ill-fated raid did, however, have an important effect on
Canada's future. The people of New Brunswick had voted that
March on whether or not to join the Confederation of Canada

A $50 bond of the second issue with portraits of Fitzgerald and Montgomery.
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West (Ontario) and Canada East (Quebec) and the anti-
confederation forces had won. The Fenians' actions, however,
convinced many people that they would be more secure in the
Confederation, and when a new election was held after the raid,
they reversed their previous vote. The new Premier, Samual
Tilley, admitted that the Fenians' influence was "a most decided
one, for when they came and said they were prepared to assist
the 'antis' in preventing confederation, the feeling in favor of
union at once became more general, for the people saw that in
that alone was safety."'

Rifles, composed mainly of inexperienced students. Despite
this, they fought bravely until they were finally routed by the
veteran Fenians. This episode, known as the Battle of
Ridgeway, costing a total of twenty lives and sixty wounded,
would prove to be the Fenians' first and last victory.

The arrival of the regulars saved the day for the Canadians,
and soon it was the tired and hungry Fenians' turn to retreat.
Things continued downhill back on their own shore, as an angry
General Meade placed them all under arrest and President
Johnson publicly condemned them. The Fenian leaders now

A $10 bond of the second issue with portraits of Tone and Davis.

With the Fenians in disgrace, the Canadians relaxed, but now
the Roberts wing was mobilizing its forces to make a move. Men
came from as far as New Orleans, yet it soon became apparent
that many centers, in their enthusiasm, had greatly exaggerated
their membership. There would be nowhere near the numbers
promised. Despite this shortcoming, the prestige of the
Brotherhood was at stake and action of some sort was needed.
So, on the night of May 31, Colonel John O'Neill and 1,000
men slipped across the Niagara River and landed on Canadian
soil near Fort Erie.

O'Neill was another experienced veteran and, in the absence
of the general who was supposed to command his area, had
volunteered to lead the raid. He advanced unopposed on the
following morning but failed to find the expected allies. Instead,
farmers refused them provisions and ran off their livestock. The
Fenians, for their part, cut telegraph wires and generally
succeeded in spreading panic despite issuing a proclamation
stating "We are here neither as murderers, nor robbers, for
plunder and spoilation. We are here as an Irish army of
liberation ." 11

The Canadians didn't take long to react to their would-be
liberators and Governor-General Monck called out 20,000 men
to deal with them. In the meantime, a U.S. gunboat had
steamed to the area and cut off both supplies and reinforce-
ments from the invaders. After a day of inactivity, a column of
regulars and another of militia were dispatched from different
points in an effort to catch the Fenians between them.

O'Neill decided to take the initiative and he led his green-
shirted men out to meet the militia who were The Queen's Own

felt disheartened and betrayed. The politicians had lead them
into believing that they would receive their support, but the
Fenians were only a pawn in the struggle between Johnson and
the Radical Republicans.

Shortly after O'Neill's vain exploit, General Sweeny was ar-
rested at his Vermont headquarters. General Spears, arrested
with Sweeny, did escape and briefly led another 1,000 men
across the border, but the Fenians had let their moment of glory
slip through their fingers. Soon Spears and his soldiers were also
arrested and then sent home. In all Meade dispersed some
7,000 Fenians from along the border.

Meanwhile, in Ireland, the police had raided the I.R.B. head-
quarters and sent many of the leaders. including Stephens. to
prison. But once again Stephens escaped to Paris and then
made his way to America in an attempt to salvage something of
the movement. The Roberts wing did hold a large and
successful rally in Chicago which attracted some 10,000 people,
including the Governor of the state ; but Stephens denounced
them as traitors and the society continued to be bitterly divided.
Now, internal friction, a chronic shortage of funds, and close
government surveillance were quickly bringing the Fenians to
the end of their tether.

Although conventions were held in 1868 and 1869, there
were no further raids until 1870, when John O'Neill, now the
Head Center as well as the greatest hero among the Fenians.
began to lay in arms along the border preparatory to another
attack. Informers again revealed his plans, but when General
Meade requested permission to seize these caches. President
Grant laconically replied, "The British did not seize or stop
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the Alabama."' Such an evident lack of concern amongst high
level Americans over Fenian activities was a source of constant
concern for the Canadians, but the Fenians were never able to
take advantage of the anti-British feeling in this country.

O'Neill and 700 of his followers did manage a brief sally
across the Vermont border that cost another four or five lives
and all their supplies, but accomplished absolutely nothing. This
time the wayward Col. O'Neill was sentenced to a federal prison
but was soon pardoned by Grant. For the Fenians, this raid
would be the last hoorah.

In 1872, John O'Mahony was persuaded to head the
Brotherhood again, but both the enthusiasm and the time were
past and it was too late for O'Mahony to effect a revival. The
organization had been reduced to only two states, and many
members had defected to newer groups. By 1887, the Fenian
Brotherhood would cease to exist. O'Mahony had died in 1877
in a New York tenement, his last years filled with poverty, illness
and disappointment. But when his body was being returned to
Ireland, thousands of mourning Irish-Americans marched
behind the coffin on its way to the docks. The greatest promoter
of the cause and the most abused, O'Mahony's worth was
realized only after death. As one of his comrades said "A cause
which can point to patriots as pure as John O'Mahony — men of
incorruptible integrity and uncompromising principles —will not
die and cannot be put down.""

James Stephens was finally permitted to return to his home-

land in 1891 and died there ten years later. Although both the
Fenians and the I.R.B. had failed in accomplishing their goal,
they did have an important effect on the futures of both Ireland
and Canada. Due to the existence of these groups, liberals like
Gladstone were made more aware of the Irish dilemma and
sought to solve it. Reform measures such as the Land Act were
traceable to the I.R.B., and soon others like Parnell were
picking up where Stephens had left off. Stephens himself said "If
Fenianism had not aroused the Irish race from its torpor. a
generation would have passed away without any uprising
against English supremacy and the succeeding generation might
possibly bury the hatchet forever and accept accomplished
facts." 14

In Canada, too, the impact of the Fenians was felt as these
would-be conquerors forced all of the peoples of British North
America to look towards each other for their mutual security. In
1866, the Niagara Mail summed up the effect of the Fenian raids
"The Fenian invasion has had the effect of not only rallying all
classes of the Canadian people to the defense of the Country,
but it had the additional effect of uniting the North American
colonies as one, for the defense of the whole."'

So, although the Fenians are now all but forgotten, they did
play a brief but important role in the course of history. Today,
however, despite the fact that they were the only fraternal
society in America ever allowed to publicly bear arms and
proclaim their revolutionary intentions, they are recalled mainly
by their once worthless bonds, now coveted only by collectors.

Description of the Bonds Issue by t he Two Main Factions of the Fenians

Type I
The Irish Republic

The first issue was printed for the O'Mahony wing by the
Continental Bank Note Co. of New York. The $5 is the small-
est, being 8.5 x 20.5cm and is the only one printed on the
reverse. It is also the only one bearing the signatures of both
O'Mahony as Bond Agent and Bernard Dorian Killian as
Treasurer. All of the others are larger, approximately 18.5 x
28cm. (without stub), uniface and signed only by O'Mahony.

Type II
The Republic of Ireland

The second issue was also printed by the Continental Bank
Note Co. ; this time for the Senate or Roberts wing. All have
different geometric designs on the reverse and are signed by
Michael Scanlon, a prominent member of the Senate wing, as
Bond Agent. The $10 thru $50 are approximately 12 x 21cm,
and the $100 is 17.5 x 26cm.

Description

$5	 At the right is Theobald Wolfe Tone (1763-1798), Irish repub-
lican and rebel. At the left is an allegorical figure representing
Erin. With one hand she is pointing to a sword lying in front of
an American soldier ; with the other hand she points to the far
shores of Ireland. Other symbols such as a harp and Irish
Wolfhound are also featured.

$10 	 At the right is Lord Edward Fitzgerald (1763-1798), an Irish
insurgent leader who died in prison of his wounds. At the center
is the vignette of Erin ; at the left is Tone.

$20	 At the right is Robert Emmet (1778-1803), Irish patriot and
martyr, hanged for his part in the Rebellion of 1803. At the
center is Erin ; at the left is Tone.

$50	 There are reports that these denominations were printed ;
$100 however, there are none in the Bank of Canada Collection.
$500

Description

$10	 At the right is Thomas Davis (1814-1845), Irish writer and
republican. At the center is a vignette of an eagle grasping a
sword and banner. At the left is Tone.

$20	 At the right is Richard Montgomery (1736-1775). Of Irish
birth, he came to America with the British army, but joined the
colonials in the War of Independence and was killed during the
American invasion of Canada. At the center is the eagle
vignette. At the left is John Barry (1745-1803), also of Irish
birth, who became an American naval hero in the Revolution.

$50	 At the right is Montgomery. At the center is the eagle vignette.
At the left is Fitzgerald.

$100	 At the right is Davis. At the center is the eagle vignette. At the
left is Fitzgerald.

$500 According to the few records of the Continental Bank Note Co.
$ •	 still existing in the archives of the American Bank Note Co., the

plates for these values were prepared, but again there are no
examples in the Bank of Canada Collection.
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A $20 bond of the first issue with portraits of Tone and Emmet.

Descriptive information was supplied through the courtesy of Major Sheldon S. Carroll, Chief Curator of the Bank of Canada. National Currency
Collection, and Miss A. Zecher (retired). Researcher of the American Bank Note Co.

Footnotes

' William D'Arcy. The Fenian Movement in the United States 1858-1886 (New

York : Russell & Russell, 1971).

W.S. Neidhardt. Fenianism in North America (State College, Penna.;
Pennsylvania State Univ. Press, 1975).

' D'Arcy .

T.W. Moddy, ed., The Fenian Movement (Cork, Ireland: Mercier Press.

1968).
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See also Mabel Gregory Walker, The Fenian Movement (Colorado Springs.

Colo.: Ralph Myles Publishing. Inc., 1969). 	 ■

lio-411•1111.--•••■

Redeemed Obsolete Notes
by

GARY D. HACKER

0 BSOLETE bank note collecting has been a hobby of

mine for over twenty years. During this time I have
concentrated on notes of one city—Savannah, Geor-

gia—and more specifically one bank—The Merchant's and
Planter Bank. This bank was in existence from 1856 thru the
start of the Civil War. While collecting these notes, I also have
accumulated other financial documents of this bank. One type

of financial document that I find particularly fascinating is the re-
quest for the redemption of half an obsolete note.

The document contains a statement by the individual request-
ing redemption of the half note before a bank employee, notary
public, or other person attesting to the fact that he is the rightful

owner of the full note, that the other half was being used in
payment of some type of business transaction but lost and that
he promises never to request redemption of the other half of the
note. The document is usually handwritten and identified as a
-Bond". The half of the note or notes being redeemed are
pinned to the document. The paper of the document may be of
good quality, while with some it is not. Some have what appears

to be some type of seal of a notary public impressed in the paper

while others are signed "Notary".
The text of this type of document is interesting to read. Ac-

companying this article are illustrations of two documents and
the author's transcriptions of their content.

To me this type of document tells us some things about life
and business during the era of American obsolete banknotes.
Writing checks apparently was not a widely used method of pay-
ing for goods or services. A unique system was utilized in mak-
ing payment by half a note at a time. The mail service apparent-
ly was not reliable enough at that time to mail a complete bank
note. And banking officials appeared to trust the individuals
who sought redemption and exchange of half a note for a full
note.

After several years of collecting and finding many repaired
notes that had been cut in half, I finally realized that these notes
had not recently been repaired by fellow collectors but had been

repaired during this era of history, apparently in a successfully
completed business transaction.
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