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unco, Bogus and
Bank Robbie'

A Sorry Record Compiled by BARRY WEXLER,
SPMC #5000

A NEW SWINDLE

A
well dressed individual has been quite successfully
working a swindling scheme on the conductors of horse
car lines in New York and neighboring cities. The

scheme is as follows : Getting on a car he told the conductor that
he was sorry, but he hadn't anything smaller than a $2 bill. The
conductor offered to change it, and while he was making up the
required $1.95 the suave gentleman started and said he believ-
ed he did have just a nickel. While he was fumbling in his
trousers pocket, the conductor returned the bill nicely folded.
But the nickel couldn't be found. and a bill which looked like the
$2 was handed back to the conductor. The suave gentleman got
the change, and after riding a couple of blocks alighted. He had
given the conductor a $1 bill instead of the $2 bill, and he was
95 cents ahead! (Dickerman's, March, 1890)

MILES OGLE AND THE $2 COUNTERFEITS

I T looks now as if the crime of Miles Ogle, the notorious
counterfeiter, has been brought home to him, and the
evidence of his guilt so clearly established that he can be

kept in prison for the rest of his natural life. Ogle is now under
indictment in Cincinnati, and last month he was indicted in
Louisville, Ky. He is held for counterfeiting the $2 silver cer-
tificate and the $10 New Orleans bank note. His chief confeder-
ate. John Schmidt, has made a confession and through him a
number of the plates which had been concealed in Madison,
Ind., were captured. Schmidt was sent to the Columbus, Ohio

prison about a year ago to serve an eight year sentence, having
been convicted of passing the counterfeit notes. Detective Bauer
of Louisville. Ky. visited Schmidt in prison, and after many ef-
forts succeeded in getting him to confess. His story runs as
follows : In the month of May, 1889, he and Ogle, after procur-
ing the necessary outfit, went to Wheeling, W.Va., and bought
a flat boat. Embarking on this they went down the Ohio River. A
large quantity of bogus money, chiefly $2 silver certificates, was
made on the trip while on the way down, and even when stop-
ping at landings. In all $4,000 was manufactured. When this
task had been completed, the flat boat was disposed of and in its
stead they purchased a skiff. In August. 1889. the two men ar-
rived in Louisville, and at once proceeded to make ar-
rangements for extensive operations. Rowing over to Towhead
Island, one dark and rainy night. a large part of the money was
stashed. From there they went over to a large cornfield. on
Beargrass Creek, where another lot was hid in a large box,
which was placed under the ground. When everything was
ready, Schmidt and Ogle provided themselves with $1,800
worth of counterfeit money. Schmidt was to cover Louisville.
taking in all the business houses. strangers, etc.. while Ogle was
assigned to the more extensive job of working all the larger cities
south of the Ohio River. He visited and met with remarkable
success in Jackson. Miss., New Orleans, Memphis, Chat-
tanooga, and all the other cities of any size in his southern route.
Though the country was alive with detectives on the lookout for
the daring counterfeiter, he always managed to come out of
every town with his pockets full of good money without having
aroused suspicion.

Schmidt, though working on a smaller scale, had an equally
hard task to perform. for he was compelled by their agreement
to work Louisville only. placing him where he was more liable to
arrest. He made a specialty of merchants on Clay, Market and
Preston Streets, and not a day passed but that several mer-
chants had been worked for large sums. He had no particular
method of operation, but circulated the bogus money in almost
every conceivable way. Schmidt was finally captured, and he re-
ceived a sentence of eight years in the U.S. prison.

The $2 counterfeit by Miles Ogle was based on this design.



Page 36
	 Paper Money Whole No. 115

After securing the confession, Det. Bauer, in order to have
the counterfeiter's statements substantiated, armed with a war-
rant, took Schmidt out of the penitentiary. With Warden
Thompson as guard, they went directly to Madison, Ind., and
thence to Carrollton, Ky. Here, most of the certificates had been
made, the prisoner said, and it was in order to get such proof
that they visited the town. Some of the plates used in stamping
the bills were unearthed near the edge of the town, with oil cans
and other things necessary in making the money. (Dickerman's,
Nov., 1890).

SMUGGLED COUNTERFEIT NOTES

0 NE of the most ingenious devices for smuggling was
detected in Russia not long ago. A great number of
false bills had been put into circulation within the do-

minions of the Czar. They could only have been imported, and
although the strictest search was made habitually over every
vessel entering a Russian port, no trace of the smuggling of false
notes was discovered. Accident, however, at last brought the
mystery to light. It happened that several cases of lead pencils
arrived from England, and while being examined one of them
fell from a package, and the Custom-house officer picking it up
cut it to a point and used it to sign the order which delivered the
pencils to the consignee. He kept the loose pencil for his own
use, and a few days afterward, because it needed a new point,
he cut it again, and found that there was no more lead. He cut
still further, and was surprised to find a thin roll of paper nested
in the hollow place where the lead was supposed to be! The
paper was one of the counterfeit notes, and in this way they had
been smuggled into the country for quite some time. (Dicker-
man's, Nov., 1894).

A CLEVER BANK SWINDLER

A N expert swindler, who gave his name as Horace D.
Baker, was arrested in Vineland, N.J. on July 30. and
he is credited with having obtained $50,000 or more by

his operations. His real name is said to be Robert E. Harvey. He
served a term in the California State Prison, and in 1889 was ar-
rested in Washington for forging checks and sentenced to the
Albany Penitentiary for 3 years. He was released in August,
1892, and in October following he wrote a letter to the Twin
Valley Bank of West Alexandria, Ohio, as follows:

"Gentlemen : On Sept. 10, while sitting in the Rathburn
House, this city, a young man approached me, and after a few
minutes conversation, was attracted by my finger ring and
wanted to buy it. I consented to sell it for $200. He had only
$40 cash, but offered me a $368.21 draft, drawn by your bank
on a New York bank. The draft was No. 687, payable to George
C. Richards, signed M.M. George, Cashier. I refused the draft
until I could telegraph you, as I suspected it was fraudulent. The
next day I was taken sick with typhoid fever, and have been in
the hospital ever since.

"During my illness, I have often thought of the draft, and
have considerable curiosity to know if my suspicions were cor-
rect. If you will take the trouble to inform me I will be under
obligations. I am a California fruit grower, living at San Jose.
Hoping that I may have the pleasure of a reply, I am yours,
etc.

"C.A. & 0. Hospital, Elmira, N.Y."

Henry M. Thomas
■

T
HE following little tidbits were lifted from Dickerman's
Oct.. 1894 edition :
1) Burglars entered the State Bank of Randolf, , N.Y.,

early on Sept. 7, and blew open the vault and safe with
dynamite. The safe fell on its face, and the burglars were
frightened away without getting anything!

2) Joshua S. Helmer, formerly President of the wrecked Mer-
chants' Bank of Lockport, N.Y., convicted in the Supreme
Court of deceiving the State Banking Dept., has been sentenced
to five years at hard labor at Auburn prison. With good behavior
his sentence will be shortened to three years, eight months.

3) The Second Nat'l Bank of Altoona, Pa., which was forced to
close its doors on August 9th on account of embezzlement of
funds by the absconding cashier, having complied with all the
requirements imposed upon it by the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency, and its capital stock having been fully restored, has been
permitted to resume business.

4) Mr. Daniel Spraker, President of the Mohawk River Nat'l
Bank of Fonda, N.Y., is believed to be the oldest bank president
in the United States. He celebrated the 96th anniversary of his
birth on August 27th. He has been President of the bank since its
establishment in 1856 by Spraker Brothers. He still gives his per-
sonal attention to the affairs of the bank, which he visits daily.

The purpose of this letter was to get the signature of the
cashier of the Twin Valley Bank, for soon after receiving an
answer from the bank he obtained $121.30 in Elmira on a
forged draft, purporting to be issued by the Twin Valley Bank on
the National Bank of the Republic of New York City. From
Elmira, Harvey went to Cleveland, Ohio where he swindled
Wardwell & Co. with a forged draft for $442.20, purporting to
be issued by the Merchants' Bank of Binghamton, N.Y., on a
New York City bank, He also succeeded in swindling banks at
Chicago, on March 21. 1893; at Mount Vernon, N.Y.. on June
27, 1893; at Bel Air, Md., on May 11, 1894; at Worcester,
Mass., on June 20, 1894, and many others.

Early in June last, Harvey, under the name of Frank Moul-
ton, appeared in Worcester, Mass.. called on a Mr. Brewer. a
druggist, and claimed to have seen in a Boston paper the ad-
vertisement Mr. Brewer had inserted for the sale of his drug
store. The result of the interview was that Moulton purchased
this drug store, paid $300 on account, made deposits, and drew
checks. He deposited at one time a draft for $4,536, purporting
to be drawn by the Tama National Bank of Tama, Iowa, on the
First Nat'l Bank of Chicago. This draft afterwards proved to be a
forgery. On the same day, he went to Providence, R.I., and
cashed, at the Manufacturers' Nat'l Bank of Providence, a check
for $3,000 on the Quinsigamond Nat'l Bank, payable to Walter
B. Snow and signed by Frank Moulton.

Harvey usually identified himself with the religious organiza-
tions in the places where he perpetrated his swindles.
(Dickerman's, Oct., 1894)
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