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unco, Bogus and
Bank Robbin'

A Sorry Record Compiled by BARRY WEXLER,
SPMC #5000

"Why He Counterfeited"

Alfred S. Cunningham, now in jail in Chicago for counterfeiting,
is reported to have made a confession of his crime. He is an old man
and for a long time has made counterfeit silver coin of superior ex-
cellence. He says that in 1892, he discovered a new power which he
believes will displace steam, electricity and all other motive powers.
To get money to develop his invention he began to make counterfeit
money. In his confession he says : "My conscience rebelled at the
thought, but my secret forced me on and on. I was an honest man. I
never had wronged any man and I had no wish to do so. I could have
made a fortune with my counterfeits. I might have manufactured any
quantity of them I chose. There was no limit to the number I could
have made. But the presses and dies were abhorrent to me. I used them
simply as a means of pursuing my work on the motor.

"I made just enough of the counterfeits to keep me alive and to
enable me to work upon my plans for the motor. It was the motor,
and not the counterfeiting, that absorbed my life. For five years I
struggled on, living in poverty, with wealth lying at my very feet. The
few persons who knew me did not know my secret, either of the motor
or of the counterfeiting. I guarded the one as jealously as the other. I
was so jealous of this motor that I would have sacrificed anything and
everything for it, to keep the invention from falling into the hands of
others.

"I do not know how much counterfeit money I made during
those years, but the amount was small—very small. The bulk of it I
hoarded away, to be used in putting together my machine. The detec-
tives found this money when they came, and there was only $300 of it.
I had no confederates, no assistants, no associates in my counter-
feiting. I made the money and passed it myself.

"I intended when my invention was finally in shape to be put in
the hands of capitalists, to destroy my presses and dies and to bury the
recollection of my wrongdoing. I thought I would some day be a great
man. I firmly believed it—but now everything is gone—gone. (Oc-
tober, 1902: No. 10).

"Dirty Money In Cleveland"

The health authorities in Cleveland, Ohio, have begun a war
against the use of dirty money in that city, claiming that many cases of
smallpox and other contagious diseases can be directly traced to its cir-
culation. Many of the banks have agreed to gather in what they can of
the worst appearing of the paper now in circulation here and replace it
with new bills. Several of the stores have begun to give only new
money in change. (September, 1902: No. 9).

"Counterfeits In Safe Deposit Box"

The officers of a safe deposit company in Toledo, Ohio, recently
opened a box in its vaults, the rent for which had not been paid in a
year. About $10,000 counterfeit $10 silver certificates, with the plates
from which they were printed, were found in the box, and Chief
Wilkie of the Secret Service was notified. An investigation showed
that only one attempt to pass a counterfeit bill of that description had
been made. This attempt occurred at Greensburg, Ind., and the man
who tendered the bill was arrested. He gave the name of Alfred A.
Creps, a lawyer of Lima, Ohio. The United States Commissioner
before whom Creps was arraigned declined to hold him. A few days
after his release Creps committed suicide at Wooster, Ohio. When
Chief Wilkie learned these facts he obtained from the deposit com-
pany a description of the man, and also wired the Chief of Police of
Greensburg for a description of Creps. The description given by the
Chief of Police tallied with that of the Toledo company, making it
practically certain that Creps was the man who deposited the $10,000
in the safe deposit company's box. In renting the box the man gave the
name of Alfred Kent, and described himself as a book agent of Tiffin,
Ohio. (April 1899: No. 4).

"A 'Green Goods' Plant Captured

A most important capture of "green goods" men was effected in
Newark, N.J., and this city, by the Post Office authorities last month.
Post Office Inspector Michael Boyle planned the capture, which was
in every way successful, not only the criminals being caught but for
the first time the entire green goods plant was also taken. Five men
and one woman were arrested. Four, Joseph R. Baker, Elmer Brown,
and Mr. and Mrs. S. Gottlieb, were arrested at No. 25 Water Street,
Newark, and George Brown, and Thomas Henry were arrested in this
city (N.Y.) Many complaints of green goods victims had been received
and Inspector Boyle finally located the plant at No. 25 Water Street,
Newark. The New York Post Office Inspectors under Chief Swift be-
ing known to the green goods men, Inspectors Cortelyou and Duryea
of Philadelphia and Bullman and McMillan of Boston were brought
on to shadow the gang. They kept the Water Street house under close
supervision for several days, and finally on August 20 they saw a man,
evidently a victim, go to the house in the company of Elmer Brown,
the alleged "steerer," the one who meets the victim and conducts him
to the "turning joint," or place where the robbery is committed. A lit-
tle way behind Brown and his victim they saw Baker, the "trailer,"
whose duty it is to see that the victim is not followed by the police. The
pair entered the house and later came out. The victim carried a
miniature trunk about ten inches long and four wide. That, the inspec-
tors throught, contained the alleged counterfeit money. The "steerer"
and "trailer" took the victim to an express office, where the little
trunk, which the victim thought contained $5,000 in bills printed from
stolen government plates, was shipped to New Haven, Conn., the vic-
tim's home. Then the inspectors closed in and placed the two men
under arrest. The victim said he was Antonio Caperossi, a butcher and
marketman of New Haven. He admitted that he had paid $300 for the
supposed money, and was thunderstruck when the inspectors secured
the trunk and showed him it contained nothing but strips of green
paper cut the size of bills. A few moments after Brown and Baker had
been arrested a raid was made on the Water Street house, and the Gott-
liebs were taken into custody. In the house all manner of green goods
paraphernalia were found, including circular letters, a dozen or more
of the little trunks, and piles of green paper. But the "turners," the
two men who sold the money, had left the house when the raid was
made. The inspectors, however, knew the habits of the men, and the
same night watched the Cortlandt Street ferry. They took Caperossi
with them. About 10 o'clock he suddenly exclaimed, "There are the
two men who robbed me !" Henry and Brown were then taken into
custody. (September, 1902: No. 9).
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