
Paper Money Whole No. 111 Page 139

Collecting Confederate
Paper—Stamps and

Currency

by EVERETT K. COOPER

T HE common relationship of 19th century United States
postage stamps and the bank notes of the period had
its beginning in the very earliest days of the adhesive-

backed postage stamps. The common ground was that
established bank note engravers-printers obtained contracts to
produce these earliest issues of the newly conceived postage
stamp. It was natural for the bank note engravers to choose
the existing vignettes of some famous Americans that had
been used on bank notes to be recycled as the stamp designs.
However, a closer interrelationship of philately and numis-
matics would be developed little more than a decade later
when the great Civil War tore the country asunder.

The Southern states in separating themselves from the
union of states and forming the Confederate States of
America had to do much improvising in establishing their
new government. The army of this newly-conceived Con-
federacy was able to improvise with a haphazard collection of
old arms, civilian hunting weapons, and a variety of available
militia uniforms to equip their recruits. Providing the citizens
of the South with a currency and a postal system would re-
quire even greater improvisation. The Confederate
postmasters, most of whom were the previous United States
postmasters, faced difficult times. The Confederate Post Of-
fice Department, after a deadline of May 31, 1861, could no
longer use the inventory of U.S. postage stamps and the Rich-
mond government would not be able to provide replacements
until October 1861. Worse still for the Confederate post of-
fices was the constitutional mandate requiring that the postal
operation be self-supporting, a new concept for a government
agency.

On this basis the story and collecting of Confederate
paper money becomes interestingly intertwined with the col-
lecting of Confederate stamps and postal items. The collector
of Confederate and/or Southern Civil War paper money may
not be as aware of this mutual interest as is the collector of
Confederate stamps. The standard reference work for the
philatelist has long been the DIETZ CONFEDERATE
STATES CATALOG AND HAND-BOOK which serves as
the catalog and repository for basic information on the sub-
ject. Included in the current edition (1959) is a section called
"Confederate Stamp Money" which lists the small denomina-
tion paper money issued by some of the Southern post-
masters. The DIETZ catalog is now being revised and the new
edition will include an expanded section on this aspect to bet-
ter inform and arouse the interest of collectors. There are
numerous areas of common interest which are described in
the following, along with a listing of the specific currency.

Confederate Postmasters' Paper Money

The civilian population of the Confederate States was
quickly deprived of their coins in circulation. The new
government was unable to provide coinage due to the lack of

resources even though they had seized three former United
States mints. An early sale of Confederate bonds required
purchasers to pay in coins, the purchase of supplies abroad
by a nation without credit required specie, and the natural
hoarding of coin all served to drain the supply of the metallic
medium of exchange. The Richmond government did not
issue fractional denomination paper money until April 6,
1863, when a 50(f note was issued, and another followed on
February 17, 1864. To provide for the small change demand
in the Southern economy, low-denomination paper money
was issued by state, county and local governments along with
railroads, manufacturers, merchants and others. While a
rapid inflation of the economy would seem to reduce the need
for small change in everyday life, nevertheless there still re-
mained commodities selling for small amounts. Postage
stamps were an obvious low-value, daily need and many
postmasters faced the need for small change to be able to
conduct their business. Several Confederate postmasters
would solve this problem, as did other business men, by issu-
ing their own fractional paper currency which was redeemable
at their places of business. Many of these fractional notes
would specifically state that they were redeemable for the
payment of postage, a few would also be stamped with their
circular town and date postmark, and most would be signed
by the postmaster.

Printers

As would be expected, with the limited resources of the
South, the presses of a few printers would turn out sheets of
Confederate stamps along with sheets of a variety of paper
money. The government stamp contract printers were:

Archer & Daly	 Richmond, Virginia

Archer & Halpin	 Richmond, Virginia

Hoyer & Ludwig	 Richmond, Virginia

J. T. Paterson & Co.	 Augusta, Georgia

Keatinge & Ball	 Columbia, South Carolina

Thomas De La Rue & Co. 	 London, England

Each of these printers, with the exception of the English
firm, also printed paper money for the government of the
Confederate States of America. Also, Hoyer & Ludwig and J.
T. Paterson printed a variety of currency for state and local
governments in the South as well as privately issued paper
money. Perhaps the most unusual would be Keatinge & Ball,
who also printed paper money for themselves.

During the period from the termination of the use of the
United States postage stamps in the Confederacy (June 1,
1861) to the availability of an adequate supply of stamps
from Richmond, the Southern postmasters faced a dilemma.
This was the need to provide temporarily a substitute for
postage stamps to validate the payment of postage. Approx-
imately 45 postmasters would print in some form or other
their own designed postage stamps; today collectors call them
"Postmasters' Provisionals." Many were prepared by local
job printers who, undoubtedly, during the war period would
also print small denomination paper money for local mer-
chants. Regrettably the identity of most of these stamp
printers is obscured in history but a few are known. As an ex-
ample, W. R. Robertson of Mobile lithographed an attractive
stamp for the Mobile postmaster as well as lithographing cur-
rency for the city of Mobile. Some postmasters would provide
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The Confederate 50c note by Archer & Daly.

envelopes on which a postage design was preprinted rather
than use the separate adhesive-backed stamp. An interesting
example is the printed envelope from the Lynchburg, Virginia
postmaster. This was prepared by a local job printer who
used a stock printing die of lathework and the numeral "5"
such as commonly used on currency.

A scarce "variety" found on two Confederate stamps is
also found as a "variety" on certain Confederate currency.
The 5(C blue Jefferson Davis lithographed stamp (No. 4) and
the 10¢ rose Thomas Jefferson lithographed stamp (no. 5),
both printed by Hoyer & Ludwig, have the name "Camman"
inscribed on the margin between two stamps. It is to be pre-
sumed that this was the name of the lithograph worker who
set up the printing stone. This same "Camman" name is also
found in this same manner on the margin of certain litho-
graphed Confederate currency which were originally prepared
by Hoyer & Ludwig and later printed by J. T. Paterson & Co.

Postal Cancellations on Paper Money

Occasionally the circular town and date stamp used by
the post office in processing the mail will also be found on
some paper money. The Confederate $100 interest-bearing
notes (1862 and 1863) can be found with a postal cancellation
on the reverse in addition to the collection of interest paid
stamps. (Eight different postmarks have been found.) Ap-
parently they were applied either to indicate a date of release
to circulation (these notes carried interest) or a date to which
interest had been paid. A few other pieces of currency are
found which also have such postal cancellations primarily
when the party issuing the paper money was also the local
postmaster. Apparently this was like a signature and added
validity or authenticity to the currency.

Common Designs

The Confederate 50(C note issued on April 6, 1863 (Ar-
cher & Daly) and again on February 17, 1864 (Archer &
Halpin) has as a central vignette the cameo portrait of Presi-
dent Jefferson Davis. This same likeness of Davis was also
used on several Confederate stamps (Nos. 9, 10, 11 and 12)
which also were prepared by Archer & Daly and Archer &
Halpin. Of further interest is that Keatinge & Ball took over
printing this stamp, and their work can be identified by what

is called the "chilled plate" in which the network background
surrounding the Davis portrait has become blurred. This
same kind of a blurred printing variety can also be found on
the 50C notes.

In the early halcyon days of the war, when supplies were
more readily available, envelopes were sold with a variety of
patriotic designs of personalities, devices or sentiments
printed on them. Included was a medallion portrait of Jeffer-
son Davis on an envelope and another with a medallion por-
trait of General P. G. T. Beauregard. Both of these medallion
portraits also appear on a few pieces of paper money issued in
the South during the war period.

Mail Distribution

The handling and distribution of mail was a prime part
of the business activity of some who would choose to include
the word "mail" in their business identity. Also, as others in
the world of business and commerce, they would find the
need to have their own currency printed. While Southern
railroads would transport the mail and they were prolific
sources of paper money, they are not included in these listings
because the mail represented only a small part of their
business.

List of Confederate/Southern Currency with
Philatelic Relationship

Listed here are those items of paper money that have
some aspect of relationship with Confederate philatelic -
history as previously outlined. To simplify such listings the
geographical location of the source of the paper money is
used as the key to sequence of listing.

Location/Issuer Value Date Comments

Aberdeen, Miss.
M. Gattman 100 9/1864 Postmaster money.

Baptist Mission, C.N.
William A. Musgrove 25¢ 5/2/1862 Postmaster money;

postmark used.

Bladon Springs, Ala.
D. Partridge 10C 1862 Postmaster money.

500 1862
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Bowling Green, Ky.
R. Couch & Co. 205 12/1/1861

Christianburg, Va.

J. Gardner 5C 1/1/1862
25C 1/1/1862

Columbia, S.C.
Keatinge & Ball 50a 3/15/1864

$1 3/15/1864
$2 3/15/1864

Columbia, Tx.

W. F. Swain IOC 1862 & 1863
505 1862 & 1863

Corinth, Miss.
Confederate States
Exchange $3 1862

Cork, Fla.

William C. Brown IOC n.d.
255 n.d.

Fort Smith, Ark.
Tom Vernon 100 May 1863

Front Royal, Va.

Gideon W. Jones 50 9/2/1861
25a 9/2/1861
50a 9/5/1861
$1 9/5/1861
10C 9/10/1861

Little Rock, Ark.
William F. Pope 10a 10/1862

255 10/1862
755 10/1862
$2 10/1862

Manchester, Va.

E. Matthews 200 4/4/1862

Mobile, Ala.

Lloyd Bowers la n.d.

New Market, Va.

John D. Zirkle 5a 8 & 9/1861
105 8 & 9/1861
25a 8 & 9/1861
50a 8 & 9/1861

$1 8 & 9/1861

New Orleans, La.

John L. Riddell c
1a

20
5T
toe
I2a
15¢
20a

245
25a
48C

n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
* 50¢

$1
$2
$4
$5

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

New Orleans, La.
New Orleans & Bayou
Sara Mail Co. 50a 1861 & 62

$1 1861 & 62

$3 1861 & 62

Port Hudson, La.
J. B. Aburer 55 12/25/1862

105 12/25/1862

Davis medallion as on
envelope (Dietz G-A-3).

Postmaster money.

Printers of Confederate
stamps & currency

Postmaster money.

Davis medallion as on
envelope (Dietz G-A-3).

Postmaster money;
postmark used.

Postmaster money.

Postmaster & merchant;
postmark used. Numerous
paper & printing varieties.

Postmaster money.

Postmaster money;

postmark used.

Postmaster money.

Postmaster money.

Postmaster money;
" asterisk indicates not
found signed or circulated.

Mail transporters.

Postmaster money.
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Richmond, Va.

Confederate States 50a 4/6/1863 Davis portrait (Cr. T63).
50a 2/17/1864 Davis portrait (Cr. T72).
$5 9/2/1861 "Camman" imprint (Cr. T36).

$100 1862 & 63 "Camman" imprint (Cr. T39).
$100 1862 & 63 "Camman" imprint (Cr. T40).
$100 1862 & 63 Postmarks — Charleston, SC,

Houston, Tx., Jackson, Miss.,
Lenoir, N.C., Richmond, Va.,
San Antonio, Tx., Savannah,
Ga., or Shelbyville, Tenn.
(Cr. T39, T40, T41).

Richmond, Va.

J.D. Edwards, C.S.
Army 55 7/14/1862 Mail carrier.

News Agent & Mail
Carrier 105 7/14/1862

255 7/14/1862
505 7/14/1862

Rockingham, Va.
M. J. Zirkle toe 9/1/1861 Postmaster money.

205 9/1/1861
25e 9/1/1861
$1 9/1/1861

San Antonio, Tx.

The Executive
Volunteer
Aid Committee

$2 7/1/1862 Signed by postmaster with
postmark.

Sangersville, Va.

N. L. Blakemore 20e 11/1/1861 Postmaster money.

Stafford Court House,
Va.

J. E. Schooler 55 9/186? Postmaster money.

St. John the Baptist

Parish, La. $1 3/1862 Beauregard medallion as on
$3 3/1862 envelope (Dietz G-B-1).

ENGRAVED ORDERS

We have seen at the City Clerk's Office two books containing
the engraved city orders, ordered by the Common Council some time
since. They consisted of one, two and five dollar notes, having the
similitude of bank notes. During the prevalence of the present hard
times there is something refreshing about their appearance, and it
was with difficulty that we refrained from breaking one of the Ten
Commandments.

They were engraved by Bald, Cousland & Co., of New York,
and are creditable specimens of the engraver's art.— The Daily Pio-
neer and Democrat, St. Paul, Minn., June 13, 1858. (Submitted by
Forrest Daniel)

HOARDING BANK BILLS

The New York Post tells the following story:

Mr. John Cone, who resides near Haddam, Connecticut,
appeared at the counter of the Middletown Bank some days since
with $1,000 of its bills, demanded the specie and got it. The profit of
the bank in the transaction was clear two hundred percent—two
thousand dollars. The bills were paid to John in 1835, and he care-
fully wrapped them in a napkin, where they have remained ever
since. He returned them to the bank pinned up in the same slips that
he received with the same marks. The savings bank interest would
have been nearly two thousand dollars.—Hastings (Minn.) Indepen-
dent, Nov. 19, 1857. (Submitted by Forrest Daniel)
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