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$25 military scrip(t) note of William Walker.

William Walker's Military Scrip
by EDWARD SCHUMAN

ILLIAM Walker was born in Nashville, Tennessee on
May 8, 1824. He received an extensive education in
law, medicine and journalism. Before finally settled

in the practice of law in Marysville, California, he had been
employed as a journalist in New Orleans and San Francisco.
His claim to fame and remembrance is as an adventurer,
soldier of fortune, and filibuster.

The word "filibuster" today is used to define a delaying
process in which bills brought before the Congress are de-
liberately obstructed from action by speaking to consume
time. The word also had another meaning. It was used to de-
fine an adventurer who organized an armed invasion against a
nation with which his own country was at peace, especially in
Latin America in the 19th century.

In July of 1853, Walker organized an expedition for the
conquest of the state of Sonora in northwestern Mexico,
bordering the Arizona-California line. Its mountains contain
rich deposits of copper and silver. Eluding the vigilance of the
United States authorities at the port of San Francisco, Walker
landed his forces of 170 men and three field guns at La Paz,
Lower California. He issued a proclamation to the people,
naming himself as president of the Pacific Republic. After
receiving some reinforcements, he set out in January of 1854
to Sonora. A strong force of Mexican soldiers pursued him
and finally chased his band across the border to San Diego.
Walker was forced to surrender to the United States com-
mander. He was tried in the federal court at San Francisco in
May of 1854 for violating the neutrality laws but was acquit-
ted of the charges.

In 1855, he was induced by American speculators in
Nicaragua to interfere in the internal affairs of that country.
With the discovery of gold in California and the influx of
thousands of people into the region, the fastest means of
transportation from east to west was through Nicaragua.
Steamers would sail south down the Atlantic coast to Nica-

William Walker.

ragua. A series of stagecoaches and lake and river steamers
carried them across the land to ships on the Pacific side, and
then up to California. One such steamship company, the Ac-
cessory Transit Company, was founded by Commodore Cor-
nelius Vanderbilt in 1850 to provide an overland transport
service through Nicaragua. The illustrated $1000 bond of this
company is signed by Charles Morgan, who assumed control
of the company when Vanderbilt resigned the presidency in
1853 as he was about to embark on an extended trip around
the world. In a series of stock speculations and manipulations
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$50 military scrip(t) note of William Walker.

Bond of The Accessory Transit Company.

with the company's affairs, Charles Morgan, in partnership
with George Hoyt, assumed control of the company to the
detriment of the other stockholders.

Walker landed at Realejo on June 11, 1855 with 62 fol-
lowers. He was joined by a native force from the city of
Leon. Early that year the city of Managua, nearer to Gra-
nada, was made the capital. This enraged the people of LeOn,
who joined with Walker in an attempt to remedy the situation
and bring the site for the capital to their city. Granada and

LeOn had disputed the political control of the country since
Nicaragua left the Central American Confederation in 1838.

Endeavoring to take control of the southern transit
route, Walker was defeated at Rivas. After being reinforced
with 170 more native soldiers, he defeated the Nicaraguan
army of 540 men at La Virgen on September 1st. He took
possession of the city of Granada on October 15th. By a
treaty with the opposing leader, General Ponciano Corral,
Walker was made Secretary of War and Commander-in-
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Chief. Recruits rapidly arrived from the United States, and
by March of 1856, Walker had 1200 men. War began with
Costa Rica, but after an initial defeat, Walker routed the
enemy at Rivas on April 11, 1856, and hostilities ceased. He
was then absolute ruler of Nicaragua, but with a depleted
treasury. To replenish the funds, he broke up the interoceanic
transit route by confiscating the property and revoking the
charter of the Vanderbilt steamship company. He caused
himself to be elected president and annulled the existing
prohibition of slavery. President Pierce in Washington recog-
nized his ambassador.

Walker ruled the country for almost a year. His harsh
acts and decisions soon provoked an insurrection, which was
assisted by several surrounding states and the Vanderbilt
company. He was defeated in several encounters. He burned
the city of Granada, which he was unable to hold. Walker
surrendered on May 1, 1857 to Commander Charles H. Davis
of the U.S. sloop-of-war Mary, which took him to Panama
and thence to New Orleans. He was finally detained by the
Commander of the U.S. Navy, Hiram Paulding, who com-
pelled him and his 132 men to surrender and took them to
New York. President Buchanan declined to recognize Walker
and his men as prisoners on the grounds that his arrest on
foreign soil was illegal.

In October of 1858, he again sailed from Mobile, Ala.
with a new expedition but was arrested at the mouth of the
Mississippi. Again he was tried in New Orleans and again
won acquital. In June of 1860, he set out with a small force,
this time to invade Honduras. He reached Trujillo and issued

a proclamation against the government. His arrest was de-
manded by the captain of the British man-of-war Icarus, who
finally captured Walker and his followers on September 3rd.
He was turned over to the Honduras authorities, tried by a
court martial, and shot to death by a firing squad on Sep-
tember 12th.

He left a legacy of military scrip, hand-signed as presi-
dent of the Republic of Nicaragua. These issues are extremely
rare. It is thought that they were used to pay his mercenary
forces. Illustrated are two notes, for $25 and $50. The notes
are dated and resemble a check format, with space for the
name of the beneficiary to be filled in.

All military scrip notes when issued were hand-registered
with the pen and ink signature "Rogers." This is done verti-
cally along the left-hand side of the note. When the note was
redeemed or cashed, it was so noted with the signature "Alex
Jones, Paymaster" hand-written across the face of the note.
It appears that the $25 note was issued, registered, but never
redeemed.

The notes bear the facsimile signatures of Wm. Walker
as president of the Republic of Nicaragua and of the minister
of Hacienda. The steel engraving of William Walker shown
here is taken from Appleton's Cyclopedia of American Bi-
ography published in 1889. You can see how closely the sig-
nature of Walker resembles that on the military scrip notes.

With the present day problems in Nicaragua, one must
wonder what the current situation would be if Walker and his
descendants had remained as "president" of this central
American republic.

More on the Crawford
Statue/Confederate Seal

In the May/June 1983 PM, Gene Hessler wrote about
the widespread use of Owen G. Hanks' engraving of "Free-
dom" as a vignette for bank notes. He pointed out that
Hanks designed this vignette from Thomas Crawford's
bronze statue of "Freedom" atop the Capitol building in
Washington.

In the Nov./Dec. 1983 issue, Raymond Williamson
added the information that another famous bronze statue by
Crawford—that of George Washington which stands before
the Virginia Capitol building in Richmond—is also the
central motif of the Great Seal of the Confederacy.

Now Dr. Nelson Page Aspen, specialist in Bermuda's
paper money, adds the information that the seal has connec-
tions with that island nation's history also. The port of St.
George was a transshipment point for blockade runners dur-
ing the Civil War. The building used as headquarters by Ma-
jor Norman Walker, the Confederate agent, has been ac-
quired by the Bermuda National Trust and now houses the
Confederate Museum.

In it are a replica of the Great Seal of the Confederacy and
an antique Victorian seal press which may be used to make
reproductions of the Great Seal. The original seal press and
seal were made in England and brought to Bermuda by Lt.
Chapman, Confederate States Navy. He set off in a blockade
runner for Wilmington, carrying the seal but leaving the seal
press behind. The seal press is still in Bermuda, in private
hands, and the reproduction of the seal and the Victorian

press of the same era were acquired by the Bermuda Press
Ltd. in 1959, and are on permanent loan to the Museum.

ENGRAVING BANK NOTES

It is recommended by Mr. Heineman, the eminent chemist and
mechanician, that, in order to more effectually prevent the successful
counterfeiting of engraved bills, the hue of the underprint of the two
surfaces be different, and each of those hues changeable by distinct
chemical re[a]gents. The overprint on the two sides ought, according
to the same authority, to be equally in some distinct but unchange-
able colors; and the paint vehicle must possess the property to unite
completely the color with the fibre—as, for instance, old linseed oil
with a small addition of copal varnish. The underprint is best effect-
ed by engraved steel or copper plates, particularly on account of the
desirable sharpness of the lines, which may be drawn by the guilloche
machine upon any secret mathematical formula. The print of the
value, ciphers, and allegories, should be finished artistically on the
lithographic stone, in pen drawing. The nonpariel and diamond let-
tering may be printed by the ordinary press. The necessary modifica-
tion of the consistency and tenacity of the printing ink, for the speci-
fied distinct methods of printing, is to be regulated by the proportion
of the paint vehicle. The paper is not to be moistened before printing
but the latter is to be done in a somewhat elevated temperature, and
the furniture and other technicalities, with reference to the exact co-
incidence of line and colors, are to be most scrupulously observed.
After printing and thoroughly drying, the apposition of the serial
and central (sic) numbers, the entry in the books and the hand signa-
tures being accomplished, the bills ought to be sized in very weak
solution of common glue, or isinglass, without addition of alum. —

The Daily Pioneer and Democrat, St. Paul, Minn., February 25,
1858. (Submitted by Forrest Daniel)
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