
HE term "Illinois Country" was a common ref-
erence made during the 18th century to identify
the broad expanse of area between the Wabash

River in the east to the western side of the Mississippi
River, and an area from the north of present-day
Peoria to the junction of the Mississippi and Ohio
Rivers near Cairo, Illinois. This area saw many famous
early explorers and frontiersmen mark their place in
American history. The Illinois Country was generally
divided into two distinct areas. The southern region
was governed by New Orleans and directly influenced
by its commerce, trade and civil and military authority.
The northern region, while still under military and civil
rule of New Orleans, by its mere distance from that
city, came under some influence from the Canadian
French authority, by means of trade and some customs.
Still, New Orleans was the seat of power and govern-
ment for the remote region along the Mississippi River,
in that area which takes in the present-day state of
Illinois and the eastern part of Missouri.

This area was governed by a military commander
stationed at Ft. Chartres (see map). In addition to the
military commander at this post, there was a civil
authority who served in the capacity of judge. He
was Guardian of the King's Warehouse (like today's
Post Exchange) and held the second highest position at
the Fort.

It was during the 17th and 18th centuries in North
America, in many areas, that hard specie was the ex-
ception rather than the rule. In some areas barter and
business transactions were conducted with furs, slaves,
crops, and other staples of life. However, governments
with remote outposts away from their main points of
operation often had to resort to other means for finan-
cial transactions.

The British never resorted to any official substitu-
tion for hard specie; in fact, it was forbidden by the
King's Law. However, the French, having experiment-
ed with substitute forms of exchange in place of hard
specie, placed no restrictions on their Nouvelle France
officials.
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The Illinois Country Currency

by HARRY G. WIGINGTON

T
 HE economic system employed in Canadian and Lou-

isiana Provinces of Nouvelle France was only slightly
felt in the Illinois Country, but, was still there. Refer-

ences are found in manuscripts and correspondences which
indicate that out of necessity and primarily due to remoteness
in the wilderness, it did exist. Several mediums of exchange
were experimented with and placed in use. Information relat-
ing to those remote uses of currency are limited to obscure
documents and essays, many written at the time or shortly
thereafter.

However, as stated, enough evidence has surfaced to
piece together the manner in which these mediums of ex-
change were used on the colonial frontier of the Mississippi.
Originally built in 1718, and remodeled in 1732, Fort
Chartres, which was the seat of military government on the
Mississippi River, was an important outpost to the French in
the vast Illinois Country of Nouvelle France. The Kaskaskia
Papers (located in Chester, Illinois in the Randolph County
Court House) show that "hand notes" were a frequent means
of exchange among merchants, traders, trappers, and local
citizens. These hand notes were often no more than written
promissory notes for the promise to pay in pelts or some
commodity. They did exchange from party to party as a
medium of payment of debt.

The only hard currency or money in the Country was
that brought in by settlers; but it was quickly returned to
civilization or hoarded by the local inhabitants. As a result, in
the period of the 1740s to 1760s, "card money" made its way
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into this remote region; it had already been in use in Canada
and New Orleans for some 60 years. The most likely reason it
was introduced was that the officials who governed at Fort
Chartres during the period had previously been stationed in
Canada or New Orleans. These officials were knowledgeable
about the card money system and its mechanics. Thus, at
those times when troops were becoming deeply indebted to
merchants and to the King's Warehouse, some means had to
be devised to relieve this continual burden on the troops'
morale. The situation was aggravated when payment chests
were not received from the motherland. The French were no-
torious in their low payment to their troops also. The
English, by comparison, paid their troops a higher scale and,
by Royal Decree, in hard money.

The garrison at Fort Chartres was never very large. In
1763, the largest number of troops is reported as having been
some 196 men. Life for French soldiers at an outpost such as
Fort Chartres was meager to say the least. Poorly clothed and
equipped, they were often scorned by the inhabitants. Only
those officers from the gentry families had any means by
which to live in an existence above pure poverty. The soldiers
were supplied to the colonial outpost in Nouvelle France from
the slums and dungeons of Paris. So left with a choice, these
soldiers probably accepted their fate in the wilderness over
their previous environment in the motherland.

But their needs still had to be filled, as far as basic essen-
tials no matter how meager, and as a result the wilderness
government had to resort to substitute payment for her
troops. This payment came as periodic card money or
SOLDE DE TROOPE* notes. While no direct evidence has
been found, such payments probably were used at numerous
posts on the frontier, being a local emergency issue rather
than the more official card money issues of Canada or New
Orleans. It was becoming apparent that the combination of
low wages, seldom received pay dests from the motherland,
and generally deplorable conditions (both physical and
morale) of the troops forced action on the part of the military
authority at Fort Chartres.

This authority was composed of the commanding offi-
cer, who was in effect Governor over the vast territory which
the fort controlled. Also, the Guardian of the King's Ware-
house, who held the position of notary and judge, was the
second most important person in authority. The commanding
officer handled all military matters, and the guardian of the
warehouse handled all civil, administrative, and financial af-
fairs. The former received annual wages of 1200 livres and
generally 1000 livres gratification for upkeep of the fort and
other expenses. The principal civil officer or guardian of the
warehouse was paid 1000 livres. The authority for any
temporary or emergency issue of SOLDE notes or card
money was under the commanding officer, but its implemen-
tation and application fell under the control of the guardian
of the warehouse. It was the guardian who signed and issued
such notes to be used for payment to the troops.

SOLDE DE TROOPE notes used by the French to pay
their troops in the Illinois Country and described herein are
attributed to Fort Chartres. It is suggested that these notes
were in use during the 1760s and probably earlier. However,
with the change of authority from the French to the British
after the end of the French and Indian Wars, and the signing
of a treaty in 1763, the motherland cut off any payment
funds to the Illinois Country, and the need for an emergency

issue became urgent. Joseph Lefebvre, being a judge, guard-
ian of the warehouse and civil authority, had the power to
issue SOLDE notes. There are two known denominations.
These notes appear to be a month's pay for a private and
probably a sergeant's rank. Research for background on
these notes shows the large extent of this type of currency in
Canada and Louisiana under the French rule; however, only
a few specimens are known of the Canadian issues, while
millions of notes were placed into circulation. Louisiana also
issued thousands of these card notes, and to date none are
known to have survived.

Joseph Lefebvre d'Inglebert Desbruisseau was a native
of France who came to the Illinois Country from New
Orleans in 1744, with full authority from Governor M. de
Vaudreuil, holding an exclusive right to trade with the
Indians in the Illinois Country. Upon arriving at Fort
Chartres in 1744, he began his operations in trading with the
Indians, as well as holding the civil position of judge for the
district. He originally came to New Orleans with or about the
time Governor Marquis de Vaudreuil arrived in 1743. He was
married to Frances Marie Ursule Diacre. His wife traveled
with him to Fort Chartres. Joseph Lefebvre (who was also
known and signed his name as Joseph Lefevre) was the King's
Commissary, Garde-magasin and Commissaire-ordonnateur.
The latter position had full authority over financial affairs
pertaining to Nouvelle France (New France) in the Illinois
Country. His authority was equal to that of the military com-
mander or governor of the region. During the period prior to
the end of the French and Indian Wars, Nouvelle France was
broken into two regions, the northern and the southern dis-
tricts. The Illinois Country fell into the northern district.

The records of this position are traced back to 1734,
when Louis Auguste de la Loere Flancour held the title.
Flancour died in 1746 and was succeeded by Joseph Buchet,
who had previously been the Garde-magasin (guardian of the
warehouse). He is traced in this position until January 1757,
after which Jean Arnold Valentine Bobe Descloseaux held the
position for several years. It is unclear exactly when Des-
closeaux left office; in any event, he was succeeded by Joseph
Lefevre. Lefevre held this position until the British occupied
Fort Chartres in October 1765. When the French turned over
the Territory to the British in 1765, Lefevre traveled across
the Mississippi to the newly founded village of St. Louis with
Louis St. Ange, who was established as military governor for
the Spanish, until Captain Pedro Piernas took command on
May 20, 1770.

Little more is known of Lefevre; however, he held a
similar civil authority position at St. Louis with Captain
Louis St. Ange, who was commanding the post for the
Spanish. Apparently failing health limited his activities, as
few documents are found with his name and seal. He died in
St. Louis on April 31, 1767. There appears to be some con-
fusion regarding the name Joseph Lefebvre d'Inglebert Des-
bruisseau. On official documents and civil papers, his name
appears as Lefebvre; however, on short documents and the
SOLDE DE TROOPE notes, it appears as Lefevre. This is
also the version used by the British in letters found in the
Kaskaskia Papers; in the General Thomas Gage papers; and
in the papers and letters of George Morgan, British merchant
in the firm of Baynton, Wharton and Morgan, which was
located in Philadelphia. There are also several references to
Joseph Lefebvre with the spelling of Lefeve. It appears the
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Illinois "bon" of St. Ange. The text in French reads:

ILLINOIS
Je soussigne Garde Magazin du Roy an Poste des illinois Certiffie qu'il est du au Sr. Louis Dehetre La Somme
de Quatre Cent Quarante Pour avoir Nourri & loge onze Sauvages sauteux pendant vingt Jours suivant les ordres
de Mr le Commendant a raison de quarante sols par Jour Chaque de laquelle S0171111e Je prie Monsieur Foucault

18406  Commissaire ordonnateur de la province de la Louisianne Intendant de la Marine De vouloir Bien En ordonner
440#	 le payment.

Aux Illinois le 15 Juillet 1769
J. St. Ange
	

Lefebvre Desruissau

The English translation reads:

I the undersigned, Royal Storehouse Keeper at the post of the Illinois, certify that Louis Dehetre is owed the sum
of 440 (Byres) for having fed and lodged eleven Sauteux Indians for twenty days, by order of the Commandant,
at forty soh the day for each, which sum I beg Mr. Foucault, chief commissioner of the province of Louisiana,
Intendant of the Navy, graciously to order to be paid.

At the Illinois	 15 July 1769

(Note that writer has confused Foucalt's titles here.) L.D.

British preferred the shorter version. In signing a number of
SOLDE DE TROOPE notes, it is logical that he would use
the shorter signature because of the time and energy expended
in hand writing each note.

Joseph Lefevre and Frances Marie Ursule Diacre had one
son, born in 1743, and named Pierre Francois Branot Joseph
d'Inglebert Lefebvre Desbruisseau. He became a lieutenant in
the French service and traveled with St. Ange and his father
to St.. Louis in 1765. After the death of his father in 1767, he
assumed the position of Garde-magasin, which had been held
by the father. The son, who signed his name as Lefebvre
Desbruisseau, shared this authority with Joseph Labusciere,
who also had been at Fort Chartres, serving in the capacity of
a judge, and took over Joseph Lefebvre's (Lefevre) civil

administrative post upon his death. Lefebvre Desbruisseau,
while living at St. Louis, married a Miss Margaret, daughter
of Bardet de Laferne, who was a surgeon in the King's
service. They were married on November 10, 1768. Des-
bruisseau apparently traveled with his wife to New Orleans in
1770, after the Spanish took possession of St. Louis, as it is
recorded that he died in New Orleans in 1770. The exact date
is not known nor the manner in which he died; however, a
document is known which shows Desbruisseau's signature on
February 5, 1770. It is presumed that the document was exe-
cuted either in St. Louis or Kaskaskia. It is possible he
traveled to New Orleans in late spring, as weather conditions
would have broken to make the river free to navigate south to
New Orleans.
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Another Illinois "bon" of St. Ange. The text in French reads:
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ILLINOIS
Je pries Monsieur Foucault colnissaire ordonateur de La Marine Intendant De La province De la Louis-

siane de vouloir faire payer au Nome La Deroute La Some De neuf Livres Sept Sols quatre Deniers pour
pareillies Som quil ma rem is Se jour En Un Certificat De La gession De feu Sieur Lefebvre cy Delimit garde

No. 8  magazin Des Illinois Le Dr. Certificat au nom de Dejardin pour avoir fournies trente sept livre et demie de farine
947s4d a 25L Le % . . . 776 Dimes De 1766 De la qu'elle Soul Je rendray Compte En Envoyant Le Borderaux

Aux Illinois le 24 avril 1769

J. St. ange Lefebvre Desruissau

The English translation reads:

I beg Mr. Foucault, chief commissioner of the navy, Intendant of the province of Louisiana to order that
one LaDeroute be paid the sum of nine livres, 7 sols, 7 deniers, for a like sum which he gave to me today in the
form of a certificate upon the administration (estate) of the late Lefebvre, formerly keeper of the storehouse in
the Illinois, the said certificate in the name of Dejardin for having supplied thirty-seven and a half livres of flour
at 25 livres the hundredweight dated 1766, for which S11171 I will be accountable in sending a statement.

In the Illinois on April 24, 1769

Captain Louis St. Ange de Bellerive was born in Canada
and served at a number of French posts in the northern dis-
trict of Nouvelle France. His assignment to Fort Chartres left
him with the task of surrendering the Illinois Country to the
British. It would take the British two years before they could
occupy the Illinois Country, after signing the Treaty of Paris
in 1763. St. Ange, with one captain and company, in the
name of the King of France, formally delivered the Illinois
Country to Captain Thomas Sterling.

Captain Sterling's company left Fort Pitt on August 24,
1765, for Fort Chartres. It took them the better part of two
months before they reached Fort Chartres on October 9,
1765. When the formal surrender took place on October 10,

1765, the local French population was unhappy with the pres-
ent state of affairs, due in part to the fact that on September
24, 1763, the French government ordered all Jesuit priests
expelled from the French-held territories. In the Illinois, the
Jesuits sold their lands and buildings at Kaskaskia and left for
New Orleans. Seminary priests at Cahokia, seeing the turn of
events, were convinced that a Catholic mission would be re-
stricted under the control of the English and sold their
property and left the country. The remaining French settlers
found themselves without the benefits of the rites and con-
solations of their religion, along with their unwillingness to
take the oath of allegiance to the British Crown, so most of
them moved to the Spanish Territory west of the Mississippi.
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Desbruisseau's May 20, 1770 order note.

Example of a "hand note" in French, 1770. The text in French reads:

Je promette a paye a Monsieur Marie ou a son ordre La Somme de Quatre Cent Livres en Pelleterie, dans La Courante du
mois de Juien prochain, pour une Barique de Taffia receu a St. St. Louis, Au Caho 17# 1770

paid by G.W. Datchurut
J11. B Han . . . .

Messr. Baynton

The English translation reads:

I promise to pay to Mr. Marie or at his order the sum of four hundred Livres in pelts, during the month of next June, for
one barrel of rum, received at St. Louis. Done at Cahokia, 	 17th 1770.
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Example of a "hand note" in English, 1776. Photograph by Boutrelle.

The power of government resided in the hands of the
British Commandant, who served duty in the Illinois for
periods of two to three years. Because several British com-
manders were corrupt and cruel in their actions to the local
inhabitants and the American settlers were forbidden to settle
beyond the crest of the Allegheny mountains by an ill-advised
Proclamation of October 7, 1763, English trading firms from
the eastern colonies met with ultimate failure.

The notes shown with this background on early Illinois
currency were all located together. Companion pieces give
date lines and locations in the Village of St. Louis, Kaskaskia,
and Cahokia (also spelled Coskie), as well as Fort Chartres
during the period of 1763 to 1770.

In the Illinois Historical Collection, Chapter VII, "The
trade and colonial plans progress- 7-30-1766 to 10-11-1766,"
there appears a notation listed as: "An agreement of the
creditors at Lagrange." This instrument is dated 7-30-1766
with both French text and English translation. Also, a
number of promissory notes and receipts are given in this
agreement. Included is one by Lefebvre (Lefevre) in the same
style as the SOLDE DE TROOPE notes. "Pour la somme de
dix neuf cent quatre vingt onze livre en argent . . . ." This
translates as: "For the sum of nineteen hundred and ninety-
one livres in money . . ." These promissory notes, often
referred to in that time as hand notes, and the receipts were
dated July 30, 1766 at Kaskaskia.

Several conflicting areas of information arose during my
research, notably, the date of death of Joseph Lefebvre
(Lefevre). F.L. Billion in his "Annals of St. Louis," pub-
lished in 1886, gave his date of death as April 31, 1767 in the
Village of St. Louis. However, other references, such as J.T.
Schaaf in the 1883 publication of "History of St. Louis, City
and County," Volume #1, gave the date as August 15, 1766,
in St. Louis. Several other sources each make reference to the
two above listed dates of death. Both Billion and Schaaf
relied on old records and personal interviews with residents of
St. Louis for background data. Much of the early informa-
tion regarding St. Louis and events of that time are vague and
clouded. The interrelationships of the French, English, and

Spanish created three views of everything, each nationality
giving versions reflecting its own best interest.

Earlier, reference was made to Lefebvre (Lefevre) travel-
ing to St. Louis with his son, Desbruisseau, and Captain St.
Ange. Several references are found that for a short period of
time, in 1766, St. Ange again commanded at Fort Chartres
for the British. He had a sound military reputation from his
own countrymen, as well as the English and Spanish. In
October 1765, when he relinquished Fort Chartres to the
British, he was acting on a Provincial Executive Order from
New Orleans. At that time he was admitted into the Spanish
Regiment of Louisiana, with the rank of Captain, equal to
the rank he held under the French, but received only half the
pay. As stated, the English selected St. Ange because he knew
the area, the inhabitants respected him, and he did not have
to establish himself. He could easily control any situation that
arose on a short-term basis, even overseeing the best interests
of the British.

Correspondences of the time list Captain Sterling at Fort
Chartres from October 10, 1765, being officially succeeded
on December 4, 1766 by Major Robert Frazer (NOTE: Major
Frazer's name was frequently misspelled and misquoted in
early histories of the Illinois Country; however, the correct
spelling of his name is Frazer, and not Farmer, Farmar, or
Farber). Major Frazer came up the Mississippi from Mobile
with the 34th British Infantry (the famous Black Watch). If
St. Ange did in fact command Fort Chartres, as suggested by
several historians, it was for a period in late 1766.

While no concrete evidence has been found to place St.
Ange there at that time, someone was commanding Fort
Chartres, since references to Captain Sterling's removal are
found in a number of letters by the British high command. It
is possible that no official notice was made of placing St.
Ange in command, as the colonial commanders may have had
to answer to England for such an action. Also, his acting as
commander would only be for a short period, and the action
would perhaps strengthen the British feelings with the French
settlers in the area. If St. Ange did in fact go to Fort
Chartres, did Lefevre also travel with him? Correspondence
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Remainder of known SOLDE notes, top to bottom, nos. 537, 862,
893, 927, 929, 931. Photographs by Boutrelle.

in October 1765 from Captain Sterling to Major General
Thomas Gage reported that the French took all civil officials
with them to St. Louis at the time of the British occupation.
Therefore, if St. Ange returned, would he not want his civil
authority with him as well? Subsequently, proof of existence
at Fort Chartres of Lefevre is as substantial as that of St.
Ange. This is, of course, taking the late date of Lefevre's
death as April 31, 1767 and not August 15, 1766.

Both of these points have a direct bearing on the time-
frame of issuance for the SOLDE DE TROOPE notes. While
the English were in occupational control of the Illinois
Country by virtue of the Paris Treaty of 1763, the area was
still definitely under the influence of the French from a social
and economic standpoint. Trade with English merchants was
handled in livres in most business transactions.

The ties between the west and east sides of the Missis-
sippi were strongly French even beyond 1770 and the actual

Spanish occupation of St. Louis. As a result, the entire area
was often referred to in the broad expanse known as the
Illinois Country. Even the British eventually realized that
their colonial program had failed, as in June 1774 the British
Parliament passed the Quebec Act, enlarging the boundaries
of Quebec to include the Illinois Country, thereby reestablish-
ing French civil law to the area.

The major remaining question is, were the SOLDE DE
TROOPE notes issued prior to October 10, 1765, or during
that short period of time in late 1766? If the latter is the case,
such action would have been on St. Ange's authority, since
the British by law paid their troops in hard specie. Plus, St.
Ange's unofficial status at Fort Chartres could have circum-
vented the hard specie statute. However, place and circum-
stances must be considered, taking into account that no pay
chest had been received from British headquarters in Phila-
delphia via Fort Pitt. The troops had to be paid in some
fashion to enable them to have sundry items from the ware-
house and local English merchants trading in the area. If the
English merchants, local traders and trappers were willing to
accept these SOLDE DE TROOPE substitutes, then the
means for their issuance existed.

Historically, when card notes were issued by the French
in other locations of Nouvelle France (Quebec and New
Orleans), merchants and businessmen accumulated them, re-
deeming them through the Intendant for letters of credit
against the King. These were sent to France once a year for
payment. However, with the circumstances that existed at
Fort Chartres, their acceptance by the merchants on the sur-
face might be questioned, especially at this point in time. But,
firms such as Baynton, Wharton and Morgan were fighting
for survival on the Mississippi. Competition was fierce and
each used tactics to win favorable concessions to their own in-
terests. As a result, George Morgan may have accepted the
SOLDE DE TROOPE notes, even though he may have har-
bored the feeling he would never be able to redeem them by
means of a letter of credit against the King of France
(although a commission was established later to settle the
debts against France after the British had secured control of
the area). By so doing, he may well have thought the loss on
the SOLDE notes minor compared to the potential revenues
he might be able to generate in additional pelts brought into
the firm. In addition, larger inventories of supplies might be
sold to the inhabitants, thereby increasing the firm's gross
sales to the delight of his Philadelphia partners.

Such an emission would have been most unusual, as it
would have been issued under St. Ange's authority, by
Lefevre as temporary guardian of the warehouse, under
British occupation. This economic necessity issue would cer-
tainly be a case of "Strange Bed Fellows."

In the Morgan Papers there are references of payments
to troops being redeemed by the firm. However, dates or
details cannot be established, as the correspondence is a
general summation of their several years of operation in the
area. Baynton, Wharton, and Morgan first established their
Illinois venture in 1763, as a result of the privileges accorded
by the Treaty of Paris to the British.

Captain Louis St. Ange de Bellerive, French soldier, had
a most diverse career, serving France, Spain and England at a
time when each was at odds with the other. When he traveled
to St. Louis in 1765, he was 64 years old. There he lived his
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SOLDE DE TROOP notes, with English translations. Photographs
by Boutrelle.

(Top)

This background of the notes shown and attributed to
Fort Chartres and surrounding area is by no means complete ;
however, it is a start, and it is hoped that further study and
research will broaden our knowledge of a form of paper
money used in the wilderness frontier in our early American
history.

I wish to thank many people who helped me on this re-
search, as well as institutions and their staffs who offered
many leads and constructive advice.

Acknowledgements

My most special thanks to Lawrie C. Dean, Archivist, Randolph
County, Chester, Ill. It was through her many hours of assistance
and research that this article was pieced together; also, thanks for
her translation of the French documents. To C.V. Kemp, Wyan-
dotte, Mich., who offered needed data and assistance at times of
need, a special thanks. Thanks to: Margaret K. Brown, State Arch-
aeologist, Dept. of Conservation, Springfield, Ill., and Fort Chartres
State Park ; Diane Wilhelm, Reference Librarian, Illinois State
Historical Library, Springfield, Ill.; Caroline B. Stottlar, Acting Li-
brarian, University of Illinois at Urbana, Champaign, Ill.; John
Sholly, Reference Librarian, Pennsylvania State Archives, Harris-
burg, Pa.; Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleveland, Ohio;
Western Pennsylvania Historical Society, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Carnegie
Library of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Pennsylvania State Library,
Harrisburg, Pa.; U.S. Army Military History Institute, Carlisle War
College, Carlisle Barracks, Pa. Also, a special thanks to Ron Horst-
man, St. Louis, Mo. and to a personal friend who offered help when
it was needed but never was able to see the results, Maurice Burgett.
And a last special thanks to my wife, Martha, who waited patiently,
and offered invaluable help in editing and arranging the data used in
this article.

15 14 8
	

Solde de troupe	 References
No. 918

Bon pour la Somme
de quinze livres quatorze
sots huit denier

Lefevre
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troop pay
No. 918

Good for the sum of
fifteen livres fourteen
sots eight deniers

L.

(Bottom)
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Solde de troupe
No. 928

Bon pour la somme de
six livres dix Sept sots
qua tre deniers

Lefevre

6 17 4
	

troop pay
No. 928

Good for the sum of
six livres seventeen sots
four deniers

L.

remaining years, where he died on December 27, 1774, at the
home of Mrs. Therese Chouteau, and was laid to rest in a
small nearby court.
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16. THE VILLAGE OF CHARTRES IN COLONIAL ILLI-

NOIS-1720 to 1765, Edited by Margaret K. Brown and Lawrie
C. Dean.-1977.
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17. COLLECTION DE DOCUMENTS OF NOUVELLE FRANCE,
No date or editor.

18. SEQUESTERED BAYNTON, WHARTON & MORGAN
PAPERS—Pennsylvania State Archives, Harrisburg, Pa.

a. Ledger-journals of their Illinois Country operation (micro-
film).

b. Journals of their Philadelphia operation (on microfilm).

c. Correspondence of George Morgan, 1765-1785 (on
microfilm).

d. Correspondence of Baynton, Wharton, & Morgan —
1763-1783 (microfilm).

e. Correspondence of Baynton, Wharton-1759-1763
(microfilm).

f. Correspondence of James Rumsey & Windsor Brown-
1769-1770 (microfilm).

g. Miscellaneous correspondence-1759-1783 (microfilm).

h. General file correspondence-1759-1799 (microfilm).
19. KASKASKIA PAPERS/MANUSCRIPTS—Chester, Ill.,

Randolph County Court House. (On microfilm & photocopies).

a. Kaskaskia manuscripts and record books.

b. Kaskaskia misc. manuscript papers.

c. Kaskaskia manuscripts (Private papers—#5, 1747 to 1769).

d. Kaskaskia manuscripts (Private papers—#6, 1727 to 1781).

e. Kaskaskia manuscripts (Commercial papers—#10, 1760 to
1764).

f. Kaskaskia manuscripts (Commercial papers—#I1, 1765 to
1778).

g. Kaskaskia manuscripts (Commercial papers—#12, 1741 to
1786).

h. French Records Vol. #1, 1722 to 1774.

i. French Records Vol. #2, 1725 to 1810.

j. Kaskaskia manuscripts (Private papers—#3, 1739 to 1741).

k. Kaskaskia manuscripts (Private papers—#4, 1741 to 1746).

1. Kaskaskia manuscripts (Judgment book—record of Joseph
Lefebvre d'Inglebert-1765).

20. HISTORY OF LOUISIANA (From its First Discovery and Set-
tlement to the Present Time) E. Bunner— 1861.

* Translates as Troop Pay or Troop Payment.

Literature Review
by Barbara R. Mueller, NLG

Murray Bloom's Book is Here at Last !

The Brotherhood of Money/The Secret World of Bank Note
Printers, by Murray Teigh Bloom. 365 pages. $17.50 from the
publisher, BNR Press, 132 E. Second St., Port Clinton, OH
43452.

If ever a book can be termed "long-awaited," this is it.
Ever since Murray Bloom spoke at our SPMC banquet in

Memphis in 1979, we have been waiting, and now it is here.
Individual perceptions of its contents will depend to a large
extent on individual expectations. For instance, if you were
expecting a formal reference work on the world's security

printers, you will be disappointed. This is not a reference
work ; there are no footnotes, no index, no bibliography.

Instead, you will find a collection of anecdotal accounts
of individual personalities, cast largely in the form of direct
quotations, which leaves one to marvel at the author's ability
to interview these normally elusive people so intimately.

Taken as a whole, these accounts are greater than the
sum of their parts. There will be tidbits of information about
any one person or organization scattered throughout many
chapters. If you are studying the work of Security-Columbian
Bank Note Company, for instance, you will find references in
such disparate chapters as "Outside Enemies" dealing with
fraudulent stock certificates, "The Man Who Found Himself
in China" about bank note salesman W. P. Hunt, and "The
Wedding."

The last mentioned is the first chapter in the book, and it
sets the anecdotal tone. Bloom uses the device of a descrip-
tion of a wedding in Lausanne, Switzerland in which the
groom was the son of Albert Amon, maker of bank note
printing inks. The guests at the elaborate but secretive affair
comprised a "who's who" of the bank note world. From this
jumping-off point Bloom plunges into a detailed biography
of Rino Giori, perhaps the most fascinating and significant of
all the personalities profiled. (Giori, of course, is best known
for his multicolor intaglio printing presses.)

Other chapter subjects are Jim Conlon, Seymour Berry
and Harry Clements of our own Bureau of Engraving and
Printing; Siegfried Otto of Giesecke & Devrient; the Bul-
garian Albert Avramow, agent of both American Bank Note
and De La Rue; other and various employees of those con-
cerns and the Bank of England; Crane of Crane Paper; Eric
Gibbs of Bradbury, Wilkinson; officials of the Bank of
France; Gosnak, the USSR bank note printing agency; and
various counterfeiters and scoundrels, including those in the
employ of the printers.

There are no illustrations; certainly photos of such char-
acters as Giori would have added spice. There are too many
typos, fragmented sentences, and other examples of less than
careful editing. James Conlon's name, for example, is spelled
in two different ways. The U.S. Bureau of Engraving and
Printing is consistently referred to as the Bureau of Engrav-
ing, which is not accepted practice in syngraphic/numismatic
publishing. It is unfortunate that an otherwise fascinating
book should be marred thus.

But don't let these shortcomings deter you from buying
it. This book will furnish good recreational reading as well as
flesh out the people and faces behind the staid facade of the
bank note companies. It will make the notes in your albums
come alive, and such human interest is all too rare in our
hobby.

Murray Bloom now has a trilogy of bank note books—
including the earlier Money of Their Own and The Man Who
Stole Portugal—and still he is not a collector despite contacts
with such stalwarts as Amon Carter, Roy Pennell, and Yasha
Beresiner, all profiled in his quaintly titled chapter on collec-
ting, "Regnant Ragpickers," which also includes a descrip-
tion of a Memphis paper money show. It's about time he
converted ! BRM
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