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Paper Money Whole No. 109

There were 1,092 Type I twenty-dollar notes printed. Total
amount of circulation issued was $100,000. In July 1935, the
value of the outstanding notes was $23,950. There is no way
of determining in 1983 the value of the notes now held by col-
lectors, former employees, and others.

Standard Catalog of National Bank Notes, Hickman and Oakes,
1982 Edition.

John Bockover, currency specialist, Hauser's Stamps and Coins,
Lakeland, Florida.

Sources of Information :

Mace Harrison, retired president of the Buzzards Bay National
Bank.

Altered Kittanning Bank Note
by JOSEPH F. GREGORY

Original Columbia Bank Note.

Kittanning note altered from Columbia Bank note.

In reference to the article "Notes of the Kittanning Bank
of Kittanning, Pennsylvania" by Raymond C. Rennick that
appeared on pages 176-8 of the July/August 1983 issue of
Paper Money: I have discussed the following information
with Mr. Rennick and we both thought it may be of interest
to SPMC members.

The obsolete $5 note of the Kittanning Bank dated Jan.
4, 1862 that is pictured on page 177 is not genuine but has
been altered from a note issued by the Columbia Bank of
Washington D.C. Examination of the two notes will reveal
details of the alteration, the most obvious of which is the
swirl of the letter "W" in Washington that was left intact on
the altered note (area marked in a circle). Other bits and
pieces of letters remaining from the original note can be seen
upon closer inspection.

Furthermore, this altered note was known to the famous
D.C. Wismer almost 45 years ago. He observed that Kittan-
ning was spelled with only one "N" to allow insertion of the
longer city name. Note also that the date on the note was
changed from 185- to 186- to coincide with the proper charter
date. The altered note is fairly common as I have seen several
specimens. The Columbia Bank note is even more common.

Prior to my discovery, I sent the altered note to the
American Numismatic Association Authentication Service
(ANACS) and it was declared genuine. I still have the certifi-
cate of authentication. I notified ANACS of my findings and
they embarrassedly agreed with me!


