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The African Ostrich Farm and Feather Company
by EDWARD SCHUMAN

E XOTIC ostrich feathers have been used for many pur-
poses. In primitive Africa, they were highly prized and
valued. In collections of odd and curious money,

ostrich feathers as well as other rare feathers have been classi-
fied. While making money was the aim of the African Ostrich
Farm and Feather Company, there is another story about it
worth reading.

The author is president of the P.R. Schuman Duster
Co., Inc., dealers in feathers and manufacturers of feather

dusters. The firm was founded in 1907 by Philip R. Schuman,
who remained active in the firm until he died in March of
1983 at the age of 93. My father had often mentioned the
time that he, along with many others in the feather business,
had hoped to strike it rich, not with a gold or silver mine, but
with a feather farm.

At one time, ostrich birds flourished throughout Africa.
While in the wild or untamed state, they roamed throughout
the continent. Similar to the American buffalo or bison, they
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W. fit. Ht LE, PRESIDENT

HON. GEO. W. OSTER, "JIG PRES=OENT

JAS. E TEPLE, SECAETAAV

A. N. YOST, TRCAS,,RER

E3 LOOMSBU1RG, PA.,_ July . _24, 1913.

Mr, P. H. Updegrave,
valley View, Pa.

Dear Sir:-

We have your application for 50 shares of
stock, together with cash to cover the same and here-
with enclose your receipt, thanking you very much for
this payment,

We also enclose stock certificate. Please
sign the enclosed stock certificate receipt and re-
turn to us for filing.

We hope you can make a trip up this way in
the near future and see what a splendid proposition you
have obtained. All those who do come,,,go away very well
pleased and very often increase their holdings. We wish
to congratulate you upon securing this excelleht in-
vestment while you can obtain it at the present low
price, for weaxpect future advances without notice and
if you have anyffriende who are considering this in-
vestment, please tell them to act promptly.

Yours verytruly,

AFRICAN OSTRICH FARM & FXATt R CO.

JET/M1. 	 SICCR.b. "TARY.

Letter from African Ostrich Farm and Feather Company.
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Stock certificate of the African Ostrich Farm and Feather Company.
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Reverse side of stock certificate.



	Bloomsburg, Pa	 ,9z<1

RECEIVED FROM

African Ostrich Farm and Feather Co.

Stock Certificate No. / 	 for .."7"

Shares.
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were hunted and slaughtered for the meat until they dis-
appeared from almost every region of the world, except in the
Oudtshoorn District near Capetown in South Africa. Since
1875, the birds have been raised on farms, with the feathers
painlessly taken semi-annually.

In the early years of the 20th century, ladies' fashions
demanded large ostrich plumes for millinery purposes. A lady
would not think of going out doors without her hat, and
every hat had to have a large ostrich plume. It was at the
height of the Empress Eugenie style, named after the wife of
Napoleon III, whose wearing habits were copied by the
masses. My father would speak of people coming to his fac-
tory, buying feather dusters made of ostrich feathers, and
ripping out the feathers for fashion purposes. An ostrich
feather plume could be pawned for $20—which was several
weeks' wages for the average worker in those times.

William H. Hile was a famous world traveler and author.
In 1912, he published a book The Ostrich for the Defence in
which he advocated the commercial farming of ostrich birds
in the United States as a new industry. He finally was able to
purchase several dozen of these giant birds and bring them to
California in the hopes of starting an ostrich farm. For some
reasons, the birds would not thrive in the climate and Hile
was advised to bring them east. He purchased 150 acres in
Columbia County, Pennsylvania, near the town of Blooms-
burg, and established his farm. His idea was that the birds
would provide meat and eggs for eating, and plumes for the
fashion and feather duster trades.

The ostriches did well, but there were problems getting
the eggs, nearly six inches in diameter, to hatch. Steampipes
in the ground to increase the ground temperature was one
solution which met with spotty success. Finally a barber in a
nearby town, who was an expert on the hatching process of
duck eggs, figured out a way to hatch ostrich eggs.

A long-prominent Columbia County historian, Edwin A.
Barton, recalled the ostrich farm. It was, he said, the object
of excursion trains from Sunbury, Williamsport, and
Scranton, which carried thousands of people who had paid 25
cents each to see the giant birds. While at the farm, the
tourists bought plumes, feather dusters, and partook of the
ostrich eggs and meat. With the outbreak of World War I,
styles changed, and the huge ostrich plumes which for years
had been the vogue with fashionable women were no longer
in demand. It was this factor that caused the company to fail
after only a few years.

As business dropped off, and people stopped coming to
view the birds, the flock was left to dwindle. The last bird was
owned by a local tavern keeper who kept the bird in a pen at
his home and used the giant eggs for tremendous omelettes.
Finally, the local health officer, after receiving a complaint,
ordered the disposal of the bird, which was butchered and
said to have provided over 200 pounds of fairly good meat.

The certificate numbered 1227 shown here is for 50
shares valued at $1.00 each, purchased by a P.H. Updegrave
July 24, 1913. It is a quite ornate certificate, having a vignette
of the ostrich farm showing five of the ostrich birds. It is
signed by William H. Hile as president, and A.N. Yost as
treasurer. There is also a receipt covering the purchase, as
well as a personal letter to Mr. Updegrave complimenting him
on his good judgment in purchasing stock in the company, as
well as asking him to recommend it to his friends.

Receipt for stock purchase in the company.

I do not recall the amount invested by my father in this
company, nor could I ever locate the certificate of purchase.
It probably was thrown out years and years ago in disgust
with all the other poor investments.

My occupation is quite unusual. It stumped the experts
on "What's My Line" years ago. Many of my numismatic
friends kid me about being a feather merchant and such.
When Grover Criswell telephoned me to say he had some-
thing that I had to have, he was surprised that I knew so
much about the company. I had everything but the certificate.

Ostrich products are again in vogue. The leather is used in
high fashioned and very expensive ladies shoes, handbags,
belts and wallets. Ostrich feather boas are used on stage. Most
every sultry songstress has a large feather boa draped over her
shoulder. The dress trade, as well, uses ostrich trim. Many will
recall the novelty hats sold at recent world's fairs using a large
ostrich plume. The feather costs more than the hat.

I would imagine that if a proposition identical to the one
presented to my father some 75 years ago were made today,
the chance of success would be good. Who knows, one day
perhaps they will be storming into our factory ripping apart
the dusters for the feathers. Stranger things than this have
happened.

Sycamore Coin Gallery & Jubilee Coins Announce
Purchase of Illinois National Currency Collection

Sycamore Coin Gallery of Sycamore, Illinois and Jubilee Coins
of Moline, Illinois, have announced joint purchase of the finest col-
lection of Illinois National Currency ever assembled.

The collection of more than 500 pieces contains notes from 27
cities which are believed to be the only ones known from those cities.
Included are National Currency notes from 90% of the cities in
Illinois.

The collection contains six Original Charter one dollar notes,
four "Lazy Deuces," and three Original fives. Eight 1875 Series
notes are included. The 1880 Series is represented by no fewer than
26 Brown Backs, 19 Date Backs, and five Value Backs. An equally
impressive selection of 1902 Third Charter notes is also available.

Also included are 10 notes with Serial Number I, highlighted by
an Original Charter one-dollar from Fairbury, and an 1882 Brown
Back from Cairo.

Another feature of the collection is the assortment of nearly 100
different 1929 Type II Small Size notes from a variety of cities in the
state, with at least six 14000 Charter numbers.

Interested collectors are invited to contact either Bob Rozycki at
Sycamore Coin Gallery, 358 W. State Street, Sycamore, Illinois
60178 (815) 895-6669 or Al Hurry, Jubilee Coins, 1531 47th Avenue,
Moline, Illinois 61265 (309) 797-1631.
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