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unco, Bogus and
Bank Robbin'

A Sorry Record Compiled by BARRY WEXLER,
SPMC #5000

H AVING been a member of the Society for several
years, a collector of BBNs and rare currency for al-
most ten years, and this past year, a dealer in old

paper and rare coins, I admit I have been terribly lax in
taking an active part in our Society. However, I recently
picked up a fascinating collection of "Dickerman's United
States Treasury Counterfeit and Bankers' & Merchants'
Journals." These Counterfeit Detectors, dated from 1889 to
1906 (monthly), are just so chock full of interesting stories I
hardly know where to begin! So, before this collection be-
comes dispersed, I'd like to submit some of the articles which
I feel might strike the fancy of the readers. After each article,
I'll indicate the month, year, and issue of "Dickerman's"
that contained the article.

(1)

While the cashier of the bank at Dexter, Kansas, J.W. Watkins,
was alone in the bank in the afternoon of September 19, two men,
with their faces concealed behind masks, entered the side door, and,
with drawn pistols, commanded the cashier to hand over what
money there was in the cash drawer and safe. The cashier showed
reluctance in obeying the order, but a bullet which went whizzing
past his head from the revolver of one of the robbers decided him to
obey, and he handed out the robbers about $3,000 in currency. They
quickly secured the money, mounted horses which had been standing
in front of the bank, and rode away. The robbers were, judging from
their appearance, cowboys. (Oct., 1892. No. 10).

(3)

Mac Hinkle, a one-legged man, was arrested in Little Rock,
Ark., on the charge of passing counterfeit money. When first ar-
rested and searched nothing was found upon Hinkle to justify the
charge, although several identified him as the person from whom
they had obtained bogus coin. Hinkle wears a cork leg, and the offi-
cers made him take it off. In a cavity in the leg they discovered a
quantity of spurious paper money together with compounds for
changing the color of Confederate bills to the hue of the genuine
greenback. Among the money was a one dollar greenback raised to a
fifty dollar note, and other bills raised from ten dollars. There were
several ten and twenty dollar bills on the Charlottetown Bank, of
Prince Edward Island, which were pronounced genuine, although the
signature of the cashier of the bank was not attached. This bank
failed some time ago. The bills are thought to have been stolen after
being signed by the president. Two or more of these twenty dollar
bills were passed on a bank in Little Rock, either by Hinkle or an ac-
complice. (Aug., 1890. No. 8).

(4)

"Counterfeiting In Prison"

Two convicts, James C. Stewart and C.L. Banks, have been
taken from the State penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kan., and lodged
in the county jail at Topeka on a charge of counterfeiting while they
were in the penitentiary. Stewart, being a photographer by pursuit,
was made penitentiary photographer when he was sentenced to that
institution. In that office, with Banks' help, he made photographs of
bank notes and filled them in with water colors and India ink. (June,
1897. No. 6).

(2)

A bold robbery was committed on September 24 at B.E. Snipe's
bank, in the coal-mining town of Roslyn, Wash., by three unmasked
highwaymen, who rode into the place. It was pay day at the Roslyn
mine. Forty thousand dollars arrived from Tacoma in the morning.
The robbers probably supposed the money was placed in the bank,
but it was taken to the company's office. They executed their plan in
a skillful manner. The cashier, Abernathy, who was writing when the
first robber entered, turned to wait on the supposed customer, but
found himself facing a Colt's revolver. Dr. Lyons, who had entered
just after the highwayman, turned to go out, but dashed against a
pair of Colt's in the hands of the second robber. A third confederate
entered, picked up Abernathy's revolver and knocked him down with
it. The cashier rose, his head streaming with blood, and was told to
keep quiet if he wanted to live. The third man walked to the safe,
which was open, took out the coin and bills, and shoved the money,
amounting to $10,000, into a canvas bag which he threw over his
shoulder. The three men then went out, joining two others, who had
been stationed so as to guard all approaches. O.A. Frazier, Assist-
ant-Cashier, who was outside, seized a shot gun and made for the
bank, but one of the robbers stopped his progress by placing a bullet
in his hip. A colored man was shot in the leg, and several other per-
sons had narrow escapes. One of the robbers held the reins of five
fine horses, and as soon as the vault was looted, all the fellows
mounted, fired up and down the street, put spurs to their horses and
dashed away, disappearing on the trail over the mountains north of
Roslyn. (Oct., 1892. No. 10).

(5)

"Shoving The Queer On Long Island"

A gang of sharps is reported to be "shoving" counterfeit notes
on saloon keepers in Long Island towns and villages. They get the
saloon keeper interested in a game of cards and put up bad money
against good money. One case is described as follows: There were no
stakes and for some time the game progressed in a way not cal-
culated to create any excitement. The strangers spent money, and the
proprietor was satisfied to play on all the afternoon at that rate.
Finally temptation came. The saloon keeper bet $50 against a $100
bill and won it. Very soon after this the visitors started for the after-
noon train and the saloon keeper sallied forth to recount his adven-
ture to some friends. There is nothing slow about this man but he
had not caught on to the crooks' game, and it was not until the sus-
picions of one of his friends were confirmed by the accounts of the
three persons who had been "worked" with counterfeit money that
he really believed it. It was their policy to take his $50 good money in
change for their spurious $100 bill, let him win the bill if necessary
and then take the afternoon train before he could have the bill tested
at the bank. It is thought the men are making a tour of the island,
and if caught there are plenty who could, but for obvious reasons
probably would not, testify against them. (March, 1897. No. 3).

(To be continued)
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