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The Old Torrey Store in Manchester,
New Jersey and its Currency
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© 1982, W.S. Dewey

(Continued from PM No. 106, Page 175)

Figure 4. The Old Torrey Store Building at Manchester (now Lakehurst) as it appeared in 1982.

A New Partner

The years 1867 through 1870 are not included among the ledger
books turned over to the Society. But one volume, covering the years
1871-1872, reveals what appears to be still another partnership in the
Torrey store that was heretofore not known. That partnership
combined William A. Torrey with a party by the last name of Larra-
bee. A handwritten heading "TORREY & LARRABEE" on the fly
sheet of that ledger provides the evidence of a new business relation-
ship in our store. However, it fails to identify which of several local
Larrabees in the village might have been involved.

Beer's map of 1872" indicates, for example, that A.J. Larrabee
owned a building on the south side of Church Street at the bend in
the road directly opposite the rear of the present day Fleet Reserve
building. Dun & Bradstreet's 1870 edition fails to record this man,
but indicates that an A.S. Larrabee was a "contractor." Recalling
the ad in the Ocean Emblem newspaper of May 29, 1861, revealing
A. J. Larrabee as "contractor", we are led to the idea that the Dun
listing provided an erroneous entry of initials. Instead of A.S. the
initials should have been A.J. If that is the case, we are inclined to
dismiss A.J. Larrabee as the new partner of William Torrey. We are
assured of this when an inner page of the ledger mentioned above
cites the partnership as "W.A. Torrey and E.F. Larrabee."

But, such an arrangement leads to a fresh question: Is it
reasonable to believe that E.F. Larrabee was a partner of William A.
Torrey? Again referring to Beer's Map of 1872' we note that A.S.

& E.F. Larrabee were "occupants" of a store building on the south
side of Brown Avenue, immediately east of the railroad. The Dun
listing for 1870 identifies that business as a General Store having a
modest BC financial rating. Are we to believe that one of those
Larrabees would have become a partner in a competing business on
the west side of the railroad in 1871? The answer to that question
seems to be an unqualified "yes", for the following reason.

A.S. Larrabee is known to have purchased the John Torrey
brickyard at Whiting in 1870. That business operation, in all prob-
ability, would have required the full-time attention of the new
owner, leaving him little or no time to assist in the store. That situ-
ation could very well have terminated the partnership with E.F.
Larrabee in the store and cleared the way for the latter to set up a
new relationship with William A. Torrey at the #11 Union Avenue
address.

One additional revelation should cement our thoughts as to the
precise location of the old Torrey store. Recently, Blackwell Albert-
son, a native of Manchester, stated that he was engaged in some re-
modelling of the structure at #11 Union Avenue in Lakehurst in
1960. At that time, an oldtimer in the village told him that the build-
ing was celebrating its 100th birthday in 1960! If any further evi-
dence were needed, this would seem to be it.

It would seem fair to assume that the Torreys arranged for the
construction of that edifice for the express purpose of opening their
store at that spot in 1861. The R. & D.B. Railroad would reach Man-
chester during that year, making a Company store a necessary ad-
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Figure 5. About 1900, from an old post card.

junct. Plans were to concentrate the railroad shops in the village and
make the place an important business center.

Accordingly, unless some future evidence turns up to the con-
trary, we can safely believe that the old Torrey store was located on
the northeast corner of Union Avenue and Locust Street (now #11
Union Avenue) in modern-day Lakehurst. (Figure 4.)

The building in which the old Torrey store was located was con-
sidered of sufficient historical importance to be included in a recent
study conducted by the Ocean County (N.J.) Cultural and Heritage
Commission. A copy of its report covering the "Larrabee" store in
Lakehurst gives some idea as to the modern features of the old
building. (Figures 6 and 6a.)

The Torrey Family in Later Years
Before leaving the story of the Torrey Store, it will be appro-

priate to mention a few additional facts concerning the Torrey
brothers of old-time Manchester.

During his first residence in the village, William A. made his
home on the north shore of Lake Horicon. His property covered the
central portion of the block along Union Avenue between Lake
Street and what is now Eisenhower Circle. It included the long neck
of land jutting into the lake familiarly known as the "Point-0-
Pines". Beer's Map of 1872' 3 shows two buildings on the property,
as well as a boat house at the lakefront. (Map A) The larger building
was the main residence, while the smaller one was the servant's
quarters or guest house.

Mr. Eric W. Cruser purchased the easterly end of that property
in 1943 from Charles S. and Leslie Shinn. Leslie was William A.
Torrey's youngest child. Later, in 1966, Mr. Cruser had the old main
house dismantled to make way for a new home for himself. The
guest cottage had been removed from the property in the 1940s, and
relocated on a lot on Union Avenue.

In the late 1970s, the last remaining (westerly) section of the old
William A. Torrey property on the lake, including Point-O-Pines,
was sold to an outside party.

William also had a residence in Montclair, New Jersey. Accord-
ing to his obituary article in the New Jersey Courier of October 10,

1910, William left Manchester "about 1865" with his father to live
in Montclair. There is, perhaps, some reason to question the date of
that move, since the ledger books of the Torrey store indicate a part-
nership with E.F. Larrabee as late as 1870. But, as previously noted,
the same article states that he was "connected" with the Gutta
Percha and Rubber Company in New York City in 1866, and was its
"manager" until 1873. This evidence, if factual, suggests that he
must have been a "silent" partner in the Manchester store during
that period.

In 1895, Torrey purchased the remainder of his mother's estate
in Manchester and then engaged in promoting village property. He
must have returned to Manchester at that time to live in a house on
the south side of Church Street, east of Lake Street. The Pine Tree
Inn, a very large and beautiful hotel, was constructed in 1897 on the
north side of Union Avenue between Orchard and Lake Streets,
largely through his influence.

On April 13, 1906, William A. Torrey, his daughter Elizabeth
C. Torrey, and son Frederic C. Torrey, formed a new corporation,
The Torrey Land Company, at the village of Lakehurst. The
purpose, according to the certificate of incorporation, was complex,
but basically it was "To improve, irrigate, develop, reclaim and
make more saleable lands, and to lay out, build, construct, operate,
own, manage, dispose of, or lease hotels, theatres, manufacturies,
warehouses and icehouses, and to buy, sell and dispose of any and
all things necessary or convenient in carrying on the foregoing busi-
nesses, and to dispose of the products of the factories, icehouses,
etc." William was named agent of the company and awarded eight
shares of stock, Elizabeth and brother Frederic each being assigned
one share. It is apparent that the Torrey family still held onto the
family dream of a great empire in the Pinelands as late as 1906!

It is of interest to note that the "principal office" of the corpo-
ration was designated as the village of Lakehurst even though it was
only a place name in Manchester Township at the time. The idea of
changing the name of the place from Manchester Village to
Lakehurst had been promoted by William Torrey for many years
earlier. The fact remains that he devoted the remainder of his life to
the development of the village as a winter resort.
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R'.7 , NMENT ALSEPAWES

ST',	 RVE' FORM HISTORIC SUES INVENTORY No. ■ 514 - 1

HISTORIC NAME: Larrabee Store COMMON NAME:
LOCATION:	 11 Union Ave. & Locust St. 	 BLOCK/LOT	 69/1

MUNICIPALITY:
USGS OUAD:
OWNER.:ADDRESS

Lakehurst

Henry N. Arozanick
142 W. Centennial Drive
Marlton, N.J. 08053

COUNTY: Ocean
LITM REFERENCES:

ZoneiNorthinCEasting

DESCRIPTION

Construction Date:	 c. 1860 / with alterations 	 Source of Date:	 Edward Larrabee, Jr.

Architect:	 Builder:

Style:	 corrnerci al 	 Form/Plan Type: rectangle

Number of Stones: 3

Foundation:	 brick

Exterior Wail Fabric:	 brick (painted)

Fenestration:	 7 bay. 	 2/2

Roof/Chimneys: modified mansard roof. slate tiles

Additional Architectural Description:

Three irregularly spaced doorways penetrate the facade of tnis structure;
the major entrance is recessed and has double Coors and a transom. A Dent eave
extends across the facade above the first floor. Limestone lintels and slls
frame each window.

PHOTO Negative File No. 1 514-I Map (indicate North)

ice!    
0A.)IDA....) '41%/E.   

Figure 6,

Figure 6a.
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I'LSC:k2TION, AND T.ELATED STRUCTURES:

T'e Larrabee Store is located on the northeast corner of the inter-
section and is a pivotal element in the Lnion Avenue streetscape. Old
maps Siow that it had been bordered by Torrey cottages (probably workmen's
homes) and was near the Manchester hotel and several of the railroad
buildings.

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Urban M 	 Suburban ❑	 Scattered Buildings 1::]
Open Space 7-1 	Woodland ❑	 Residential En—	 Agricultural ❑ 	 Village Cr
lndustnal ❑	 Downtown Commerical D: 	 Highway Commercial ❑	 Other CE Main Stree•

Photographs in the possession of Edward Larrabee, Jr., show this
structure with an open two story veranda. At that time, it served as
the Larrabee home as well as the general store of Manchester (the vil-
' ace.) At that time, there was only one other general store in Manches-
ter (borouch), located in Whiting (Christopherson's - c.f. N.C. Beck.)
Edward Larrabee, Sr., came to Manchester in 1862. He is reported to
have purchased this structure for twenty dollars; the former owners came
from New iory. City. In addition to this store, Larrabee owned a brick-
yard, a cranberry bog, a sawmill and a grist mill*, as well as a farm
in the Beckerville area.' He was also a freeholder for Ocean County.
*1900-1915. William S. Dewey, a local historian, believes that this
structure may have originally been built by William Torrey, and might
have been the company store.

ORIGINAL USE: 	 Store / Residence
PHYSICAL CONDITION: Excellent —LI 	 Good ❑

REG;STER ELIGIBILITY: 	 Yes 2:1 	 Possible ❑
THREATS 10 SITE: 	 Roads ❑	 Development ❑

No Threat ❑	 Other ❑
COMMENTS:

PRESENTUSE: Empty commercial
Fair 7.2 	 Poorn space/ apts. EDO\,
No ❑	 Part of Distnct Li
Zoning ❑	 Deterioration l:1

REFERENCES
Dewey, William S. 	 Interview by M.R. Kralik, Manchester, June 1981.

Larra5ee, Edward F. Jr. Interview by M.R. Kralik, Island Heights, June 1981.

Miller, Pauline S. Interview by M.R. Kralik, Toms River, June 1981

RECORDED LW: 	 M.R, Kralik 	 DATL:	 June 1981
ORGANIZATION: 	 O.C. Cultural and Heritage Commission
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Torrey died on October 10, 1910, and was buried in a plot at the
Rosedale Cemetery in Orange, New Jersey.

Brother Samuel W. Torrey, on the other hand, appears never to
have owned any property or even lived in Manchester in the usual
sense of the word. He was a born and bred New Yorker, but at some
point in his life, transferred his residence to north central New Jer-
sey. However that may be, he must have owned property of some
kind within the confines of Jackson Township, immediately north of
Manchester. There is a notice of land sales for taxes owed that town-
ship in an issue of the Ocean Emblem newspaper of February 9,
1859. One of the properties listed reveals that Samuel W. Torrey was
in arrears for school taxes $27.00, township tax $55.00, and costs of
$1.26. If nothing else, this item merely underscores the fact that, as
of 1859, the Torrey finances were in poor health !

Samuel passed away on February 6, 1903 at his home in East
Orange, New Jersey, as previously noted.

John Torrey, who was almost always referred to as "Junior",
owned property in both Ocean and Monmouth counties. His resi-
dence occupied the plot at the southwest corner of Union Avenue
and Lake Street, immediately adjacent to the William A. Torrey
property on Lake Horicon. The house was relocated years ago, and
the property is now part of the Lakehurst borough beach. The house
must have been constructed some time after his marriage to Mary
Satchell Fackler on December 15, 1869, to provide a home for his
family.

John also had a fine residence at Monmouth Beach in Mon-
mouth County, as well as a farm property in the marl belt at old
Squankum, south of Farmingdale. At Monmouth Beach he helped to
work out the plan for an association of residents there in 1871. He
was an incorporator of the Pineland Improvement Company in 1883
which controlled lands between Manchester and Lakewood. So, it
appears at this time that John must have divided his time among
several places of residence over the years of his active life here.

John Torrey died April 20, 1914, at Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania,
according to the family Genealogy. 9 He was buried in the Torrey
plot on Church Street in Lakehurst.

(To be continued)

BIG BANKNOTES
The largest amount of a banknote in circulation [in

England] in 1827 was £1,000. It is said that two notes for
£100,000 each, and two for £50,000 each, were once engraved
and issued. A butcher, who had amassed an immense fortune
in the war times, went one day with one of these £50,000
notes to a private banker, asking for the loan of £5,000, and
wishing to deposit the big note as security in the banker's
hands, saying that he had kept it for years. The £5,000 was at

once handed over, but the banker hinted, at the same time, to
the butcher the folly of hoarding such a sum and losing the
interest. "Wery true, sir," replied the butcher, "but I likes
the look on't so wery well that I have t'other one of the same
kind at home."

An eccentric gentleman in London framed a bank post
bill for £30,000, and exhibited it for five years in one of his
sitting-rooms. The fifth year he died, when the "picture" was
at once taken down and cashed by the heirs.

Some years ago, at a nobleman's house near Hyde Park,
a dispute arose about a certain passage in Scripture, and, a
dean who was present denying that there was any such text at
all, a Bible was called for. When it was opened a marker was
found in it, which on examination proved to be a bank post
bill for £40,000. It might possibly have been placed there as a
reproach to the son, who, perhaps, did not consult the Bible
so often as his mother could have wished. —London Tit-
bits. —(Daily Herald, Grand Forks, D. T., June 24,
1883.)— Courtesy Forrest W. Daniel

BANK OF ENGLAND WONDERS
A story teller, wishing to excite astonishment by the ex-

aggeration of his statements, said that a famous banking
house transacted so large a business that in order to econo-
mize they ordered their clerks not to cross their t's nor dot
their i's, which resulted in the saving of ink alone in one year
of £5,000. Preposterous as this story seems, it is almost
equaled by some of the items which show the magnitude of
some of the transactions of the Bank of England. In the
course of five years that famous institution has paid
77,745,000 notes, all over £100, and some reaching, of
course, millions of pounds. These could fill 13,400 boxes,
which, if placed side by side, would occupy two and one-third
miles. If placed in a pile these notes would be five and two-
thirds miles high, and if joined end to end would form a rib-
bon 12,445 miles long. At the end of every five years these
notes are thrown into a furnace and burned. It is a curious
fact that so firm is the texture of a Bank of England note that
even burning can hardly destroy it. The authorities have in a
little glazed frame the remnants of a note which was in the
great fire of Chicago, and, though completely charred and
black, the paper still holds together, and the printing is suf-
ficiently legible to establish its genuineness and warrant its
being cashed. It is a point of honor with this great institution
to cash every genuine note, no matter how disfigured. Notes
long under water and reduced almost to an indistinguishable
pulp have been duly honored. Even lost notes are sometimes
paid, and in one case £30,000 was paid over to a gentleman
who testified that he had destroyed or unintentionally mislaid
a note for that amount. Many years after his death the miss-
ing note turned up, and as it called for immediate payment
the money was handed over and the bank lost the amount. —
Daily Herald, Grand Forks, D. T., Aug. 26, 1883. —Courtesy
Forrest W. Daniel
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