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KAREL SVOLINSKY
Czechoslovak Bank Note Designer

By Gene Hessler

Photographs by the Author

(The following information is excerpted from the author's exhibit
which received the first place Stuart Mosher Award for foreign paper
money at the 1982 American Numismatic Association convention.
This same exhibit was also given the SPMC Julian Blanchard award
for combining numismatic and philatelic elements. BRM)

Born on 14 January 1896, Karel Svolinsky is a true
renaissance man: painter, graphic artist, illustrator, set
designer, and worker in mosaic. He began his studies in 1910
with woodcarving; later he attended art school where he
worked under Professors S. Zalezak and B. Kafka. From 1922
to 1927, he studied sculpturing under Professor F. Kysela.
Afterward, and until 1945, he worked as an independent
engraver and painter.

Svolinsky exhibited his works in the major cities in his
homeland and Vienna; his first exhibit in the Austrian capital
took place in 1934. In 1937, he was awarded the French Grand
Prix medal. In 1945, he was chosen as professor for the School
of Applied Arts in Prague. In 1953, and again in 1956, he had
the title of Artist Laureate bestowed upon him. Karel Svolin-
sky was named Czechoslovakia's most deserving national art-
ist in 1961. He is now retired and lives in Prague.

The 20 korun note (P69a) dated 1 May 1949 was the first
banknote design of Karel Svolinsky. This note circulated from
21 December 1949 to 31 May 1953. The face design is printed
by the offset method. The Druzicka (Bridesmaid) reflects the
Czechoslovak heritage with this traditional wedding costume.
This "type a" note has fibers in the left margin of bluish
paper. (Figure 1)

The back design of this note is also printed by the offset
method. A peasant woman gazes toward a vase filled with
spring flowers. There are no fibers in the margin of yellowish
paper (P69). (Figure la)

Another version of the Druzicka takes on a Picasso-like
appearance. The engraved initials of the designer are seen on
the right; those of the engraver, Jindra Schmidt, were added
by his hand. (Figure 2)

The 50th anniversary booklet of the Statni Tiskarna
Cenin Praha (State Printing Office in Prague) devoted an en-
tire page to the vase and spring flowers which appeared on the
back of the 20 korun note. (Figure 3)

The 100 korun note dated 16 May 1945 was to be replaced
by this intäelio engraved essay. (P77). The simple head of a
peasant girl appears on this unissued note. The high serial
numbers on existing examples indicate the note was being pre-
pared for distribution, but for unknown reasons it was not put
into circulation. The total for all known examples is about 12
to 15 pieces. (Photo courtesy of Frantisek Sedlacek) (Figure 4) Figure 2.
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The 25 korun (P87) circulated 1 December 1958 to 31 De-
cember 1971; the face design was intaglio engraved. Jan Zizka,
a Hussite warrior and Czechoslovak national hero, was born
about 1376 in Trocnov, by legend under an oak tree. He
fought with Poland against the German knights and returned
to Bohemia in 1414. At that time he became a follower of John
Huss. In 1421, he lost his second eye; it is uncertain when the
first eye was lost and which one it was. He was affectionately
called Jednooky Jnek—Johnny One Eye. Zizka died on II
October 1424. (Figure 5)

The back design of the 25 korun (P87 & 89) was offset
printed. The town hall in Tabor, a Hussite community found-
ed in 1420, is an appropriate subject for the backs of these
notes. The building dates to the mid-15th century although the
neo-gothic facade was added about 1887. In 1962, it was de-
clared a national monument and now serves as a museum.
(Figure 5a)

The 25 Korun (P89) circulated 2 May 1962 to 31
December 1971; the face design was intaglio engraved. In
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1960, the constitution of the Czechoslovak Republic was
replaced with one modeled after the Russian constitution. The
Lion Rampant Queue Fourchy of the royal house of Bohemia
now has a star overhead, in place of the crown, its last vestige
of autonomy. The tiny shield at the lion's shoulder now bears
a flaming grenade against a stylized outline of Mt. Krivak; this
replaces the Slovak symbol. The remaining portions of this
design remain the same as the earlier issue (P87). (Figure 6)

The 50th anniversary booklet of the State Printing Office
in Prague devoted an entire page to the Zizka portrait. A

close-up photograph reveals the detail of the engraving.
(Figure 7)

The signatures of both designer Karl Svolinsky and
engraver Jindra Schmidt are visible on number 167 of 200 vig-
nettes pulled; it measures 4 3/8 x 2 1/4 inches. The two stamps
bear a different portrait of Zizka engraved by Svolinsky.
(Figure 8)
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