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SANTA CLAUS SCRIP

Now that the Thanksgiving holidays are behind us,
we begin to feel a crisp chill in the air and we all know
that the Christmas season will soon be upon us with all
its hustle and bustle. Traditionally, as far as the
merchants are concerned, the Christmas season begins
with a bombardment of advertisements for every
product conceivable. Everything, from toys to trucks,
from clothing to pots and pans, is advertised, and in
often very appealing ways enticing us into the
purchase. One product we often see advertised during
this time of the year is children's literature. The ageless
stories of "A Christmas Carol" and "The Night Before
Christmas" come to mind as popular reading during
this time of the year.

A lessser-known periodical entitled "St. Nicholas"
was popular during the late 1870's. Published by
Scribner and Company of New York, a concern which is
still publishing books today, it circulated across the
country bringing happiness to many a youngster. It can
best be described by the following comments from
newspapers of the time:

The New York Mail said, "St. Nicholas is the best
playfellow, and one of the best instructors and
educators which the boys and girls of our land
possesses." A book reviewer from the Boston Journal
wrote, "Picture to yourself what a magazine for children
ought to be — how bright and winning in contents, how
pure and stimulating in teaching, how resplendent with
pictures; and then turn over the pages of St. Nicholas,
and you will find your ideal realized." The Chicago
Inter-Ocean issued this statement, "St. Nicholas is an
institution of which Young and Old America are as
proud as England is of Punch. A house without St.

Nicholas does not deserve to own any boys and girls."

Several famous people of the time penned favorable
reviews. John G. Whittier, a Quaker poet, wrote, "It is
little to say of this magazine that it is the best child's
periodical in the world." Charles Dudley Warner said, "I
do not see how it can be made any bettter." Even the
clergy recommended it. The Reverend C. S. Robinson, D.
D., in the Sunday-School Times gave the following
account, "I am ready to say that a cleaner, purer, more
trustworthy periodical for children cannot be named.
The magazine does not claim to be religious, but it is on
the side of all that is true and good, from beginning to
end." During the evenings of this era, reading was the
most popular pastime and I'm sure many a child was
well entertained by this publication.

A popular method of advertisement is the
establishing of discounts. Everyone likes a bargain.
Scribner and Company issued this scrip note, making it
worth 25(G towards the purchase of the periodical in
bound book form. They would redeem the note
themselves or the local merchant would discount the
price of $4.00 by 25C. This note was signed by T. H.
Pease, who offered the discount to his customers. The
location is unknown, but it is my guess that the note is
from New York. No printer's imprint is found on the
note but it probably was produced by Scribner and
Company themselves. As cost-conscious printers of
books it seems reasonable to assume that they printed
the note, which is in green ink with a charming vignette
of St. Nicholas in a sleigh pulled by four reindeer. It is
extremely rare; I have never seen or heard of another
specimen.
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