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Like (Step) Father

Like (Step) Son

by GENE HESSLER
Photographs by the Author

What do statesman Thomas Ewing and soldier
William Tecumseh Sherman share as a common fate?
The portraits of both were selected to appear on United
States banknotes. However, these notes were never
issued and, therefore, remain as essays at the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing.

Engravings of Presidents and outstanding statesmen
such as Benjamin Franklin and DeWitt Clinton have
been the primary choice of artists and political leaders
to grace our paper money. Next in line to these favorite
subjects are U. S. Treasury officials: Secretaries of the
Treasury (12), Treasurers (2), a Comptroller of the
Currency and a Superintendent of Finance.' Had he
been so honored, Thomas Ewing would have made the
number of Treasury Secretaries on federal banknotes
13. If Mr. Ewing was superstitious, he was proved
correct.

Thomas Ewing was born on 28 December 1789; his
parents emigrated with him to Greenwich, New York
from Londonderry around 1791. One year later they
settled in what is now Athens County, Ohio. Young
Ewing did not have access to a formal education; his
sister acted as his tutor. At about the age of 20 he left
home to work in the Kanawha salt mines but continued
to study at night. He entered Ohio University and in

1815 received an A.B. degree. Later he studied law under
Gen. Philemon Beecher in Lancaster, Ohio, and was
admitted to the bar in 1816.

As a senator from Ohio (1831-37) he denounced the
"Specie Circular" issued by Secretary of the Treasury
Levi Woodbury. His feelings were equally strong about
the removal of federal deposits from the Bank of the
United States by President Jackson. The Specie
Circular "directed receivers in land-offices to accept
payments only in gold, silver, or treasury certificates,
except from certain classes of persons for a limited
time." 2 Senator Ewing voted in favor of the rechartering
of the Bank of the United States, in opposition to
President Jackson.

In 1841, President Harrison appointed Ewing his
Secretary of the Treasury, an office he continued to hold
in the administration of President Tyler. In 1849, he was
appointed by President Zachary Taylor Secretary of the
newly organized Department of the Interior. His first
report in 1849 recommended the establishment of a mint
in California. He was convinced that such a
government facility was justified by the large amounts
of gold passing into San Francisco by the middle of 1849
from the "diggins' in the mountains to the east.
However, a branch mint in California did not become a
reality until 1854, after Ewing left office.

The $2 essay note with bust of Thomas Ewing.



Paper Money

Two years after Ewing's death on 26 October 1871,
new designs were being considered to replace the
original first charter national bank notes. For the $2
denomination a portrait of Ewing, probably engraved
by Charles Burt, was selected. Had it been issued this
would have made 13 portraits of Secretaries of the
Treasury on U. S. currency. In this instance the fateful
number proved unlucky for the furtherance of Thomas
Ewing's niche in the syngraphic history of American
banking.

A provision in the Act of 3 March 1873 authorized
appropriations for national bank circulating notes to
replace mutilated national bank notes in circulation.
Other denominations were also in a state of
preparation. Nevertheless, the entire series was
cancelled and it was decided to add "Series of 1875" to
the designs of the original series.

About the time Thomas Ewing had four years of law
experience, William T. Sherman was born in Lancaster,
Ohio, a city familiar to Ewing. The date of birth of
Sherman was 8 February 1820 and the family name can
be traced to Boston in 1634, the year relatives came from
Dedham in Essex, England. In 1829, William's father,
Judge Charles Robert Sherman, died. Most of the 11
children were sent to live with relatives. Ewing felt
indebted to Judge Sherman for assistance during his
early years as a lawyer and accepted William as a son
although he never formally adopted him.

Thomas Ewing secured an appointment to West Point
for William in 1836 and four years later young Sherman
graduated sixth in his class. Soon thereafter he
acquired a degree in law, although he was trained
primarily as a soldier and was personally inclined
toward this vocation. After seeing little action in the
Mexican War he resigned his commission in 1853.
Sometime prior to 2 June 1856, Sherman resumed his
military status, temporary as it may have been, for it
was on that date that Governor Johnson of California
requested Sherman to move with a militia against a
larger number of the Second Vigilance Committee. This
armed and organized body was acting above the law in
San Francisco.
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Sherman then unsuccessfully represented a banking
firm. His military training qualified him for the position
of superintendent of a new military college in
Alexandria, Louisiana, now LSU. Two years later
Louisiana seceded from the Union. Sherman was
offered a commission in the Confederate Army, but he
did not accept and resigned from his position at the
academy instead.

The Civil War which was to follow would cause
William T. Sherman to return to military life as Colonel
in the 13th Infantry in May, 1861. In July he was
assigned to command a brigade in the army of General
McDowell; Sherman shared the disaster at Bull Run. In
spite of this fiasco, Sherman was now in his metier and
rose rapidly. Eventually he assumed Grant's command
after the latter was placed in charge of all armies.

One of the bitterest controversies was Sherman's
"march through Georgia." For months he and his men
dropped out of sight, had no contact with the Union
Army, and lived off the land as they moved.

It has been said that Sherman's "mind was
extraordinarily quick; it flashed from premise to
conclusion so rapidly that his associates could not
follow, and even he himself seemed unconscious of the
process. This rapidity, together with his nervous
temperament, gave him the reputation of an erratic,
even of a mentally unbalanced, genius — a reputation
totally foreign to the fact." 3 Perhaps without making an
attempt to understand the position of the native
American, Sherman's agile mind came to the following
conclusion. "The more Indians we kill this year, the less
will have to be killed the next war, for the more I see of
these Indians, the more convinced I am that they all
have to be killed or be maintained as a species of
paupers." 4 These words were spoken in 1867 during his
western assignment.

The words most often associated with Sherman, "war
... is all hell," were proclaimed in a speech given in
Columbus, Ohio on 11 August 1880 less than 20 years
before he died on 14 February 1891 in New York City. In
Central Park in that city is a statue of Sherman; it was

The $500 treasury note design. Photo courtesy of William T. Anton, Jr.
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taken from a model of a bust prepared during the last
three years of his life by Augustus St. Gaudens.

The infamous treasury notes of 1890 and 1891 which
were issued to purchase silver as a method of
subsidizing the western silver interests did not include a
$500 denomination. During the terms of Register of the
Treasury W. S. Rosecrans and Treasurer Enos H.
Nebeker, a design for this denomination for series 1891
with a portrait of Sherman was prepared; there is a
proof at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. There is
a record of 16,000 of these *500 notes being delivered
unsealed to the Treasury Department in 1893. At least
four years later plates with this same design were made
with the signatures of Blanche K. Bruce and Ellis H.
Roberts. Notwithstanding, the note was never issued.

Engraving work for this essay commenced in August
of 1892, one year after Sherman's demise. The portrait is
the work of Charles Schlecht; other engravers were:
John R. Hill, W. Adolph, D. M. Cooper, E. M. Hall, W. H.
Dougal and G. U. Rose, Jr.

Contemporaries of Thomas Ewing such as Andrew
Jackson, Edward Everett, T. H. Benton and William
Seward were immortalized through their portraits on U.
S. paper money. In like vein Sherman fell short of his
friends, classmates and colleagues. U. S. Grant, George
H. Thomas, Joseph Mansfield, Winfield Scott and even
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Sherman's brother John, all had their memory
perpetuated on our paper money, Sherman did not.

So it seems the like (step)father like (step)son; both
Ewing and Sherman were called but neither was
chosen.

1.
Secretaries of the Treasury

Salmon P. Chase 	 Daniel Manning
W. H. Crawford
	

William Meredith
Samuel Dexter 	 Hugh McCulloch
W. P. Fessenden 	 John Sherman
Albert Gallatin 	 Robert Walker
Alexander Hamilton 	 William Windom

Treasurer 	 Comptroller of the Currency
Michael Hillegas	 John J. Knox
F. E. Spinner

Superintendent of Finance
Robert Morris

2. Appleton's Cyclopaedia of American Biography, Vol. V, D.
Appleton and Co., New York, 1888, p. 394.

3. Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. IX, p. 97.
4. The American Heritage Book of Indians, American Heritage

Publishing Co., 1961, P. 366.
U. S. Essay, Proof and Specimen Notes, BNR Press, Port Clin-

ton, Ohio, 1979.

New Book on Hong Kong Wartime Note

SPMC'er George Brett calls attention to a notice in the
publication British Printer, August 1982 issue, which tells of a
(presumably) new book called The Banknote That Never Was.
The author is one Francis Braun, a Hungarian-born printer
who had been interned by the British early in World War II in
Hong Kong as an enemy alien and later released in 1941 by the
invading Japanese. It seems that thereafter he worked an an
unofficial printer to the Japanese in "Ye Olde Printerie" and
later as a clandestine official printer to the Hong Kong
Treasury. In 1945, he completed a Japanese-designed 1000 yen
note overprinted as one Hong Kong dollar for the newly re-
established Treasury.

In the book, Braun explains that the streets of the colony
were teeming with Chinese who believed that the British would
eventually redeem the Japanese military yen at full value.
Instead, the authorities planned to devalue it with the new note
by a thousand to one, a fact which might well have caused
rioting among the population if it became known. In any event,
financial officials stalled the issue of the new note until
warships arrived with new currency from England, and the
overprinted notes were burned.

Braun's book is available in the United Kingdom from PNF
Editorial, 46 Church Street, Buckden, Cambridge for eight and
one-half pounds.
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