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William Rollinson, Engraver of Bank Notes

1762 - 1842

By William J. Harrison

One of the noted early engravers, William Rollinson,
was born in Dudley, Worcester, England on April 15,
1762, the son of Robert and Mary Rollinson. He was
married on May 10, 1782, to Mary, the daughter of John
and Elizabeth Johnson, in St. Martin's Church in
Birmingham. During this period of his life in England,
he was engaged in learning the business of chaser of
fancy buttons, according to William Dunlap in his
History of the Rise and Progress of the Arts of Design in
the United States. Dunlap's statement was not
completely accurate according to William F. Brand, the
biographer of Rollinson's grandson, Bishop William
Rollinson Whittingham. Brand writes, "Rollinson was
brought up to no business of any kind. He received a
liberal education and lived as the son of a rich man till
his father was ruined through misplaced confidence;
then with the cheerfulness of his temperament, he
turned accomplishments to means of gaining a
livelihood. He was not poor when he came here and he
always lived in easy circumstances".

WILLIAM ROLLINSON

About six years after his marriage, Rollinson decided
to venture a trip to America to see for himself if there
were the opportunities he had heard about, leaving his
wife and child at home in Birmingham until he had
become established in the new country. His voyage in
the ship Nancy took a long three winter months at sea
before reaching New York on February 15, 1789. It was
during this tiresome trip that he tried, with improvised
tools, to cut letters and designs on various articles of
metal jewelry for members of the crew and fellow
passengers. Probably this primitive attempt at chasing
or engraving on metal gave Dunlap the idea that
Rollinson had at least exposure to such work in this
employment in England.

After his arrival in New York, he soon made friends,
and Dunlap tells that somehow his work came to the
attention of General Knox, who was then the first
Secretary of War. As a result, General Knox
commissioned Rollinson to chase the Arms of the
United States on a set of silver buttons for the coat that
General George Washington was to wear at his
inauguration as President. When General Knox called
to pay Rollinson for his work, he would not accept any
compensation, declaring that he was more than paid by
having the honor of working for such a man on such an
occasion. When the Chiefs of the Creek Indians came to
New York to pay honor to the President and the
Government, silver medals and arm bands were
reouired as presents from the United States. General
Knox remunerated Rollinson by giving him the
commission to engrave these presents for the Indians.

He returned to England after a year in New York to
bring his wife and child to his new home, and on June
18, 1798, William Rollinson became a citizen of the
United States of America. Early in the 1790's he found
employment with various silversmiths, and his first
attempt at copper - plate engraving was a small profile
of George Washington. Stauffer comments that
"Rollinson improved rapidly in the art of engraving and
around 1796 changed his style from line to stipple and
furnished some good portrait plates for the Analectic
and other magazines". As his skill improved, so did his
business, and he was soon engaged in all fields of
engraving from book plates to maps, and even practiced
aquatint.

Not long after he came to New York, Rollinson
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became an active member of the Masonic fraternity.
Eventually, he became Master of Phoenix Lodge No. 11,
and while holding that high office in 1795, 1796 and
1797, he engraved an elaborate membership certificate
for the lodge, depicting many of the Masonic symbols
and working tools. What is unusual about this work is
his engraver's imprint which reads, "Broth. Rollinson,
sculpt. M. of P. L". A check list of his engravings (except
bank notes) may be found in Stauffer and Fielding's
work, American Engravers on Copper and Steel.

Rollinson's Business Card

When he entered the field of bank note engraving, he
associated with himself Mr. William Satch well Leney,
an English engraver, born in London January 16, 1769,
who came to America about 1805. Leney was an
excellent artist who was trained in the art of engraving
by the English engraver Peltra W. Tomkins, and Leney
did most of the vignette work on the bank notes bearing
the partnership imprint. Leney retired from work in
New York to his farm near Montreal, Canada, where he
continued to do some local work, including some notes
issued by the Bank of Montreal. He died November 26,
1831 at Longue Pointe, Canada.

According to his biographers Dr. R. W. Reid and
Charles Rollinson, William Rollinson was a physically
powerful man and was supposed to have been the
strongest man in England. He was said to be able to lift
a keg of ale by gripping the rim between his thumb and
first finger and hold the keg at arm's length, and that he
could bend a shilling between his fingers. There is no
question that his long, cold, sea - sick voyage to America
influenced his attitude toward religion, as he vowed on
shipboard that when he got ashore, he would attend
Divine Service regularly. In this diary of his voyage he
commented, "I am most heartedly sick of being so long
at sea and my being unwell renders my situation more
distressing. If it please God to bring me safe ashore, it
shall be a long time before I make a voyage to sea in the
winter again."
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SIR,

THE desideratum that has been long wanted to prevent the counterfeiting

of Bank Notes. is some kind of work that is of itself simple in appearance, and obvious at

first glance, yet impossible to be imitated in the common mode of engraving, I take the liberty

of laving before you a specimen of work combining all those requisites, entirely novel, and of

my own invention, and which cannot be imitated by first rate artists so :to to det•eive common

observer~. It has not been until after many abortive attempts. great loss of time and expense,

that I have been able to bring my invention to perfection; and, to make the Note still more

perfect, I have procured the assistance of Mr. WILII4M S. LENEY, of this city, to engrave

the Vignette. In regard to both design and execution of picture work, Mr. LENEY is allowed

to be the first artist in America, and is a gentleman of very respectable rank in life. The

other parts of the Note are engraved by myself; and if, on inspection, the novelty and security

of the work, the mathematical accuracy of the lines, with their beautiful intersections, should

be deemed worthy of your encouragement, I shall be happy to execute any thing you may be

pleased to order. It may also be necessary to observe, that I ant not confined to the variety

of figures introduced in the specimen, but can vary them at pleasure, yet can always make

any pattern exactly alike.

I beg leave to refer you to either of the following gentlemen in regard

to my character and standing in society, ROBERT LENOX, Esq. or Jon‘ StAnytt. Esq.

President of the Mechanic's Bank. both of this City.

Circular issued by William Rollinson describing his
ruling machine to defeat counterfeiting and
announcing his association with William S. Leney.
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William F. Brand in his Life of Bishop Whittingham
commented that Rollinson was a member of the Church
of England but did not allow his views of religion to
interfere with his enjoyment of life and that he had little
sympathy with those he considered rigidly righteous.
However, the strong religious tendencies of the family
are indicated by the fact that three of Rollinson's
grandsons entered the ministry, namely The Right
Reverend William Rollinson Whittingham, Episcopal
Bishop of Maryland; Reverend Richard Whittingham,
the Bishop's brother; and Reverend William Rollinson,
Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Rahway, N. J.

While Rollinson worked in New York City, he enjoyed
walking out to West Orange, N. J. from New York to
hunt and visit the area of his country home, which stood
until some twenty - five years ago at the foot of the hill in
the Northfield Road-Whittingham Place triangle of
land. It was a beautiful old stone house that I had
always admired and often wondered who lived there.

Silver mug engraved by William Rollinson with the
initials W. R. R. standing for William and Mary
Rollinson, his wife:-

When 1 learned that it was the Rollinson home, I
mentioned the fact to my sister who also lived in West
Orange. She surprised me by saying that her insurance
agent Bill Rollinson lived there, and she arranged for
me to meet the Rollinsons and visit their home. Of all
the beautiful furnishings and things that I had been
shown, I was most curious about two wooden
cylindrical objects on the fireplace mantle, about ten
inches tall and three inches or so in diameter, which had
been turned on a lathe. When Bill Rollinson's mother
asked me if I knew what they were, I professed my
puzzlement, and she smiled and pointed out how they
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were profiles in wood of the engraver William Rollinson
and his wife Mary, cut or turned into the wood so that
you would see a double profile of each no matter which
way you turned the piece. I had never seen any thing
like them before nor since. It was a most pleasant and
exciting evening for me, to meet descendants of another
early engraver of obsolete bank notes.

Advertisements for present-day Rollinson firm.

There is still a Rollinson firm in New York City today
whose specialty is producing hand - lettered and
illuminated scrolls. Their advertisement appears
regularly in New York magazines.

William Rollinson died in New York City on April 21,
1842, just six days after his 80th birthday. He was
buried in St. John's Church Yard (now Hudson Park) in
that city and later removed to the Lamb family plot in
Brookside Cemetery, Englewood, New Jersey.
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GEORGIA.
Augusta. The Bridge Company of Augusta.

$1, $2, $5, $20.
Leney & Rollinson, sc. 	 Cr B 420,426

436- 442
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A LIST OF SOME BANK NOTES ENGRAVED BY
LENEY & ROLLINSON

New Brunswick. The Bank of New Brunswick.
$2.
Maverick, Leney & Rollinson, sc.

Wait 1622

The Farmers & Mechanics Bank

	

Wi 424 	 $2,
Maverick, Leney & Rollinson, sc.

Wait 1669

	

Wi 344, 355 	 State Bank at New Brunswick.
$2, $5, (Fraudulent)
Maverick, Leney & Rollinson, sc.

Wait 1690, 1703
State Bank at Trenton.
$1, $2,
Maverick & Leney, sc.

CONNECTICUT.
Bristol. 	 Manufacturers Exchange Bank.

$2,$3, $5, $10. 	 Sept. 1814
Leney & Rollinson, sc.

New Haven. The Eagle Bank
$3,$10. 	 Feb. 1815
Leney & Rollinson, sc.

Wait 2367, 2370.

Wi 41.

Wi217

MASSACHUSETTS.
Worcester. 	 The Worcester Bank

$2, 	 1819	 Probably others.
Leney & Rollinson, sc.

MISSOURI.
St. Louis. 	 The Bank of St. Louis.

$1, $2, 	 1819
Leney & Rollinson, sc

Bridge Company of Augusta, Georgia

NEW JERSEY.
Bridgeton. 	 The Cumberland Bank.

$1, Altered from State Bank at Trenton.
Maverick & Leney, sc 	 Wait 142

Deckertown. The Farmers Bank of Wantage
$1, $2, Altered from State Bank at Trenton.
Maverick & Leney, sc. 	 Wait 459, 461.

The Bank of America.
$1, 1820
Leney & Rollinson, sc.

The City Bank,
$3 1819
Leney & Co.

The Exchange Bank
25e, $1, $2, $3, $5, $10, $20, $50.
Leney & Rollinson, sc. 	 Wi 291 to 297

The Franklin Bank.
$50,
Leney & Rollinson, sc.

The Mechanics Bank.
$5, $10.
Leney & Rollinson, sc.

The New York Manufacturing Co.
$100
Leney & Rollinson, sc.

The Union Bank.
$1, $2, $3, $5.
Leney & Rollinson, sc.

The Bank of Orange County.
$2
Rollinson & Co. sc. 	 Wi 876
$3, $5, $10.
Leney & Rollinson, sc. 	 Wi 879, 883

NEW YORK.
New York.

Goshen.

Elizabeth. 	 State Bank at Elizabeth.
$1,
Maverick, Leney & Rollinson, sc.

Wait 540, 541.
$2,Altered from State Bank at Trenton.
Maverick & Leney, sc. 	 Wait 545

Morristown. State Bank at Morris.
$1
Maverick, Leney & Rollinson, sc.

Wait 1258, 1259.

Mount Holly. The Farmers Bank.
$1, $2, Altered from the State Bank at Trenton
Maverick & Leney, sc. 	 Wait 1287, 1291

Newark. 	 State Bank at Newark.
$1, Altered from State Bank at Trenton.
Maverick & Leney, sc. 	 Wait 1550A

Plattsburgh. The Bank of Plattsburgh.
$1, 1824
Leney & Maverick, sc.
$3, $5 (Counterfeit)
Leney & Rollinson

Middle District Bank, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
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New York Manufacturing Co. of New York City. 	 Poughkeepsie, N. Y. private scrip payable at The
Mechanics & Farmers Bank in Albany, N. Y.

Poughkeepsie. The Middle District Bank
	

RHODE ISLAND.
$5, $10. 	 Newport. 	 The Merchants Bank.
Leney & Rollinson, sc. 	 Wi 1674,-6, -7. 	 $1.50

Leney & Rollinson, sc. 	 Durand 567
Private Scrip - Issued at Poughkeepsie.
Payable at Mechanics & Farmers Bank,

Albany, N. Y.
Leney & Rollinson, sc.

Sandy Hill. 	 Washington and Warren Bank.
$1
Rollinson & Co. sc.
$2, $3.
Leney & Rollinson, sc. 	 Wi 1853

Providence. The Exchange Bank.
$3
Leney & Rollinson, sc. 	 Durand 1303

The Merchants Bank.
$3, $5, $10.
Leney & Rollinson. sc. 	 Durand 1646,

1655, 1666

The Providence Bank
Utica. 	 Ontario Bank. 	 $1, $5.

$1, $1.50
	

Leney & Rollinson, sc. 	 Durand 1861
Leney & Rollinson, sc. 	 Wi 2247, 2248.

NORTH CAROLINA.
Wilmington. The Bank of Cape Fear.

$3, $5, $10. All spurious.
Leney & Rollinson, sc. Pennell 55sp

100,201

CANADA.
Montreal.

The Union Bank.
$2, $3, $5.
Leney & Rollinson 	 Durand 2008

The Montreal Bank
$2, 1819
Leney & Rollinson, sc.

Durst To Feature Unusual Maximum
Bid Numismatic Literature Auction

Sanford J. Durst, New York-based numismatic book
publisher and distributor, has announced his Seventh Sale in
an unusual format. According to Durst, a vast amount of
numismatic literature is "available", yet unavailable, to the
average collector. It consists of the specialized booklets,
pamphlets, and monographs, which were produced over the
years by many numismatic scholars, printed in limited runs,
and today often times out of print. Further, these items usually
are not in coin shops and are not economical for anyone to sell
by advertising, since they are low priced for the most part and
available only occasionally.

Durst reports he has put together better than 1500 such items
and will sell them in his Mail Bid Sale #7, closing on May 17,
1982. Since he feels that there is nothing worth over $15.00 in

the sale, no one will be allowed to bid over $15.00. Hence, this
will be a rather unusual Maximum Bid Sale.

This large collection of books (both hard and soft covered),
booklets, pamphlets, auction catalogs, Red Books, Blue Books,
and periodicals will span the entire range of numismatic
interest, including items on coins, tokens, medals, paper
money, from the ancients and medieval to modern, United
States, Canadian and all areas of the globe. Two-thirds of the
titles to be sold are no longer in print and in most cases are
unavailable anywhere else.

Reservations for the catalog (and prices realized) can be
made with payment of $1.00 to Sanford J. Durst, 170 East 61st
Street, New York, New York 10021.


	William Rollinson, Engraver of Bank Notes

