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Arizona Territorials Shipped After
Statehood

If a bank changes its title, it was the practice of the
Comptroller of the Currency to use up existing stocks of
the older notes on the bank before shipping those with
new titles. The purpose of this article is to examine the
shipments of Arizona territorials made after statehood
day. You may be surprised to see what percentage of the
total Arizona territorial issue occurred after statehood,
and how long some of these shipments lasted into the
state era.

Shipments After Title Changes

There were two events which caused the Comptroller
to stop shipments of notes on hand to operating banks
before the entire stock of those notes was exhausted: (1)
recharterings, and (2) the change to small size in 1929.
Once a bank was rechartered, all unissued notes from
the previous charter period were cancelled, and
shipments of the current notes were begun. Notice that
within a given charter period, all the notes on hand,
even those with obsolete designs such as 82DB's during
the 82VB era, were used before the current designs were
shipped.

When Arizona went from territory to state status in
1912, the territorial plates were either replaced or
modified to reflect the change. Technically this event
was a title change. The Comptroller had stocks of
territorial notes for every operating bank at the time of
the change. In keeping with policy, all of these notes
were shipped before the first state notes were sent.
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In general, the smaller the bank's circulation, the
longer it took to use up existing stocks of territorials.
This conclusion can be drawn if you will compare the
dates for the last territorial shipments on Table 1 with
the circulations on Table 2. The small Tempe and
Tombstone banks clearly reflect this trend. Their last
territorial shipments were made on January 10, 1916,
and June 29, 1915, respectively.

The Tempe bank maintained a very modest
circulation through the entire large note era. The few
notes that were printed for the bank went a long way.
Interestingly, you can see from Table 1 that two-thirds
of the 1882DB territorial printing for the bank arrived
after statehood!

Tucson $50 and $100 Notes

The 1917 territorial $50 and $100 shipments for
Tucson (4287) are another story. This bank began
issuing 1902DB $50 and $100 notes in 1910 and received
shipments of them concurrently with its 10-10-10-20
sheets rather continuously until February 28, 1913. At
that point, it had received 589 of the 50-100 sheets. The
bank stopped using the higher denominations in 1913,
and did not resume their use until 1916. A total of 740
1902DB 50-100 sheets had been printed for the bank, so
the Comptroller sent the remaining sheets, serials 590
through 740, beginning November 14, 1916, and ending
June 1, 1917. After these were gone, no $50 or $100 state
notes were made for the bank and its 1917 territorials
became the end of high denominations in Arizona.

You can be certain that both $50 and $100 Arizona
territorials from the Consolidated National Bank were
in circulation through the 1920's. At least they were in
teller drawers in rather high grades like older series
small size $50's and $100's are today.

Known Notes

Post -Statehood Shipments

Table 1 shows the complete record of Arizona
territorials delivered after statehood day along with the
dates of the last shipments. In all, a total of 365,494
Arizona territorials were issued. The 44,790 shipped
after February 14, 1912, represent a little over 12 percent
of the total.

Notice that $50 and $100 territorials were still being
sent to the Consolidated National Bank of Tucson as
late as 1917! In contrast, the first 1902DB 10-10-10-20
state notes for this bank were shipped on April 17, 1913,
along with the last of its 1902DB 10-10-10-20 territorials.

At this writing, I have been able to document the
existence of 25 Arizona territorials. Of these, four were
shipped to their banks after statehood. These include
the 02DB $20 on Tucson shown here, an 1882DB $5 on
Prescott, a 1902DB $10 on Tombstone, and a 1902DB
$10 on Nogales.

Considering that there were almost 45,000 notes
involved in these late shipments, this very low total is
surprising. The fact remains, Arizona territorials, no
matter when they were issued, are very rare. They are
disproportionately rare when compared to survival
rates for other territories.
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Table 1. Arizona Territorial National Bank Notes that were shipped to the banks after state-
hood day - February 14, 1912.

Charter Series	 Sheet Combination
3728 	 Phoenix, National Bank of Arizona

Serials
No.

Notes
Date of

Last Shipment

02DB 	 10-10-10-20 3405 - 5300 7584 Mar. 19, 1913
4287 Tucson, Consolidated National Bank

02DB 	 10-10-10-20 250 - 1000 3004 Apr. 17, 1913
02DB 	 50-100 560 - 	 740 362 June 1, 1917

4440 Tucson, Arizona National Bank
02DB 	 10-10-10-20 462 - 1500 4156 June 27, 1914

4729 Phoenix, Phoenix National Bank
82DB 	 10-10-10-20 3683 - 3766 336 Feb. 24, 1912

4851 Prescott, Prescott National Bank
82DB 	 5-5-5-5 3792 - 4500 2836 Oct. 30, 1912
82DB 	 10-10-10-20 2549 - 3200 2608 Oct. 30, 1912

5720 Tempe, Tempe National Bank
82DB	 10-10-10-20 295 - 	 910 2464 Jan. 10, 1916

5821 Clifton, First National Bank
82DB	 10-10-10-20 936 - 1250 1260 Feb. 6, 1913

6439 Tombstone, First National Bank
02DB	 10-1Q-10-20 187 - 	 460 1096 June 29, 1915

6579 Globe, First National Bank
02DB 	 10-10-10-20 3942 - 5300 5436 May 8, 1913

6591 Nogales, First National Bank
02DB 	 10-10-10-20 1692 - 2240 2196 Mar. 26, 1913

6633 Douglas, First National Bank
02DB 	 5-5-5-5 1616 - 2583 3872 Sep. 6, 1913
02DB 	 10-10-10-20 916 - 1700 3140 Jan. 28, 1914

7591 Yuma, First National Bank
02DB 	 10-10-10-20 1441 - 2000 2240 Feb. 13, 1913

9608 Yuma, Yuma National Bank
02DB 	 10-10-10-20 2051 - 2600 2200 Dec. 21, 1912

TOTAL NUMBER OF NOTES 	 44,790

Table 2. Circulations of the Arizona Territorial Banks in late
1911, just before statehood.

Charter City Circulation
3728 Phoenix 100,000
4287 Tucson 100,000
4440 Tucson 44,900
4729 Phoenix 150,000
4851 Prescott 97,500
5720 Tempe 12,100
5821 Clifton 30,000
6439 Tombstone 6,500
6579 Globe 100,000
6591 Nogales 50,000
6633 Douglas 50,000
7591 Yuma 42,510
9608 Yuma 50,000

This $20 is the only known Series of 1902DB
territorial on the Arizona National Bank of
Tucson. It was shipped to the bank on March 31,
1913, a little over a year after statehood. Photo
courtesy of J. L. Irish.
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