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WEBSTER AND CALHOUN IN A LIBRARY

Title of The Vignette

The title of this magnificent vignette is "Webster and
Calhoun in a library," according to Wismer's
descriptive listings of the obsolete notes of the state of
Ohio. The vignette has the same title according to the
Descriptive Register of Genuine Bank Notes by Gwynne
and Day published in 1862. The accuracy of a vignette
such as this in portraying history can be appreciated
when one reads a verbal description of the same or a
similar event and compares the two. The following
quote from The Oxford History of the American People
by Samuel Eliot Morison exemplifies my point:
"Imagine, then, the small semicircular senate chamber
in the Capitol, the gallery and every bit of floor space
behind the desks of the forty-eight senators packed with
visitors; Vice-President Calhoun in the chair, his
handsome, mobile face gazing into that of the orator,
and reflecting every point; Daniel Webster, in bluetailed
coat with brass buttons and buff waistcoat getting
under way slowly and deliberately like a man-of-war,
then clapping on sail after sail until he moved with
seemingly effortless speed and power. Hour after hour
the speech flowed on, always in good taste and temper,
relieving the high tone and tension with a happy
allusion or turn of phrase that provoked laughter,
thrilling his audience with rich imagery, crushing his
opponents with a barrage of facts, passing from defense
of his state and section to a devastating criticism of the
`South Carolina doctrine', and concluding with an

immortal peroration of the Union." The library, most
likely the Library of Congress used as a background for
the setting of the two powerful figures, was the source
for the research of the various laws that these two
debated on the floor of the senate. To better understand
the importance of these debates, a little background
information on the two principals involved is included
in this article.

Daniel Webster

The famous orator Daniel Webster was born at
Salisbury, New Hampshire on January 18, 1782. He
studied law. graduated from Dartmouth in 1801, was
admitted to the bar in Boston, Massachusetts in 1805,
and opened an office in Portsmouth, New Hampshire in
1807. He always combined law and politics during his
career and in 1812 was elected to the national House of
Representatives as a Federalist. He served from 1813 to
1818. His talent as an orator soon became apparent to
anyone who chose to debate him on the floor. He decided
to move to Boston in 1816; this resulted in the loss of his
congressional seat after March 4, 1817. From 1823 to
1827, he was a member of the national House of
Representatives from Massachusetts and from 1827 to
1841, he was a United States Senator. Originally elected
as a Federalist, he became a National Republican
during the administration of John Quincy Adams. In
1833, he became affiliated with the Whig party and
remained loyal to them until his death. In 1836, Webster
received the electoral vote of Massachusetts for the
Presidency in a campaign with several Whig
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candidates but was defeated by the Democrat
candidate, Martin Van Buren. He served as Secretary
of State from 1841 to 1843. In 1845, he again was elected
to the senate. President Millard Fillmore again
appointed Webster Secretary of State in 1850. Daniel
Webster died at Marshfield, Massachusetts on October
24, 1852.

John Caldwell Calhoun

John C. Calhoun, the famous American statesman,
was born in Abbeville district, South Carolina on March
18, 1782. He graduated from Yale in 1804. He studied
law at Litchfield, Connecticut and was admitted to the
bar at Charleston, South Carolina. Wealth obtained
through marriage allowed him to devote himself to
politics. In 1807, he was elected to the South Carolina
legislature. In 1810, he was elected to the national
House of Representatives and served in that body until
1817. He was appointed Secretary of War in the Monroe
cabinet from 1817 to 1824 when he was elected Vice-
President of the United States and reelected again in
1828 on the ticket with Andrew Jackson. When Robert
Y. Hayne resigned from the United States Senate to
assume the governorship of South Carolina, Calhoun
resigned his Vice-Presidency to take Hayne's place in
the Senate in order to be in a position to better defend the
state of South Carolina from the floor. From 1832 until
his death on March 31, 1850, John C. Calhoun was
recognzied as the spokesman of the South. The last
words he uttered were reported to have been, "The
South, the poor South."

The Great Debate

A new tariff bill was signed by President Jackson in
1832 placing high duties on iron and textiles to which
the state of South Carolina took exception. The
legislature of South Carolina summoned a convention
on November 24, 1832, which declared in the name of
the sovereign people of South Carolina that the tariff
act was "unauthorized by the Constitution of the United
States, null, void, and no law, nor binding upon this
State, its officers or citizens." This ordinance forbade
the federal government from collecting duties and
threatened secession if the federal government
attempted to use force. The House Ways and Means
committee lowered the duties, thereby avoiding the
secession of South Carolina from the Union at least for
the time being. On the Senate floor, Webster debated the
question of states rights with the masterful Calhoun.
Webster was hailed by the Northerners as having
exposed the southern "compact theory" of government.
His arguments were unconvincing to the Southerners.
Meanwhile, Calhoun maintained that his political
philosophy was not assaulting the Constitution but a
defense of its original form. Naturally with two great
orators such as these, neither would convince the other
or his followers of his point of view. History records his
debate as one of the great debates of all time. It surely is
justified as an illustration on a bank note.

About The Note

The Forest City Bank of Cleveland, Ohio had only a
small issue of notes with just four different
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denominations. This five dollar bill is the only note
with a historical vignette. It is a proof note imprinted by
Bald, Cousland & Co. Philada., and Bald, Adams & Co.,
New York. The lazy five is a red protector. I have never
seen a circulated note from this issue. The vignette is
also found on at least one other Ohio note. The plate
letter "B" indicates at least two impressions of this note
were made from this plate.

References: The Oxford History of the American People, by
Samuel Eliot Morison, New York, Oxford University Press,
1965.

The National Encyclopedia, New York, P. F. Collier & Son
Corporation, 1944.

National Bank Note Errors
from the collection of William F. Reulbach

Mismatched Serial Number

$5 National Currency 1929 Jones/ Wood; The Millikin
National Bank of Decatur. Type 1: F-1800-1 (Charter
5089) Serial number left: C000001A; right, C001001A.
Grinnell never owned a numbering error on a 1929
National Bank Note.

Inverted Overprint 1929 New York National

$5 National Currency 1929, Liberty National Bank
and Trust Company in New York (Charter 12352). Type
1. Inverted overprint (seal and serial number
D013934A).
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