
The two obverses in the NationalFigure 1.
"Originals."
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Unrecognized Varieties In The Later
Large Size Notes

By the Rev. Frank H. Hutchins

Figure 2. The four positions of "SERIES OF 1899. "on
the obverse of the 1899 $1.00 Silver Certificates.

There is little variation in the backs of notes from 1861
to 1863, the only change in any of the legal tenders being
from the First to Second Obligation; but the later issues,
not alone of of legal tenders but of all the notes, saw
changes in the backs as well as on the faces, very few of
which have been observed by anyone, and it seems that
with the opening of Mules to public notice it should be of
equa l interest to classify the large size notes according
to varieties observed on backs as well as faces, and on
faces even, when it comes to alterations on the faces
similar to that that later brought about a change from
Series of 1934 to that of 1934A and others not required
by a change of type of signature.

The Nationals have many variations, including one
in the Originals, the first of which have the serial
number in blue and no charter number, while the later
ones have both serial and charter numbers, both in red.
(See Figure 1.) They're far too large a field for any
coverage it's possible to give them here; but both the
district designations and the matching or divergent
serial numbers are quite thoroughly discussed in
articles that have appeared, and rarities by state are
often tabulated, while Friedberg gives a list of all the
banks that issued them. Nor are there any noticeable
variations other than the ones described there in the
other notes from 1863 to 1899, when "SERIES OF
1899." appears in several positions on the face of the
$1.00 silver certificates: first above the serial numbers;
then under it and high; then lower; then running down
the right margin. L. S. Werner says that he has seen the
words in three positions on notes with a single pair of
signatures, which ought to be the ones of Vernon and
McClung, which do have them "to right of Seal" and are
listed in Friedberg as having them "below Serial No."
On Vernon-Treats they're high; on Vernon-and-
McC lungs they're low; it's more than likely that they're
both on both. In telling which they are in any single
case, don't count on how they look when viewing them.
The serial number in the upper right so varies in its
height that what one has to do is take a ruler, straight
edge, or a piece of paper seven inches long or more and
place it touching the bottom of each of the two rosettes
near the top of the major portion of the field and see
whether the words can be read over the top of this
straight edge or whether they are obscured. Aside from
this the only variation noted prior to the Teehee-Burkes
is on the $5.00 silver certificates, whose back check
numbers show great instability, as seen in Figure 3.
Any placing of it in the upper right can go with almost
any pair of signatures. (See Figure 2.)

Figure 3. The almost limitless variation in the
position of the check number on the reverses of the 1899
fives (Photos on right match those on left.)  
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Figure 4. The two positions of the check num ber on the
obverses of the notes signed by Teehee and Burke: the
$1.00 and $2.00 Legals, on which no change exists; the
$20.00 notes, on which the existence of a change is
questionable; and the old and new positions on the
following: the $1.00 and $2.00 Silver Certificates, the
$5.00 and $10.00 Legal Tenders, the $20.00 and $50.00
Gold Certificates, and the $5.00 Silver and $10.00 Gold
Certificates.

The Teehee-Burke notes, with but a few exceptions,
show adjustments to conformity to type, resulting in the
placing of the check number on the face to the right of
the check letter in the lower right. The $1.00 and $2.00
legal tenders show no change, the series starting only
after it was made and consequently having only that
position, and both the twenties, silver certificate and
legal tender, seem to have remained unchanged, the
letter following the number, which is even with its
center. possibly because the issuing of twenties ceased
before the change was made. We have to go to Elliott
and White to see the change on legals, and the silvers
never saw it made at all. Nor was there any very notice-
able change on the $1.00 silver certificates, the number
being to the right already; but while almost impercep-
tible, there really was a change, the number having
been originally 'f tl of the center of the letter and
now being to the • •, ,Jf its base. All other notes had
greater changes in them. On the $2.00 silver certificates,
for example, it had been under the check letter in the
lower right, as it had been, also, on the $5.00 and $10.00
legal tenders and the $20.00 and $50.00 gold cer-
tificates, while on the $5.00 silver and $10.00 gold
certificates it has been under the check letter in the
upper left. (See Figure 4.)

These changes were made once for all, while in the
earliest signature combination after Teehee and Burke
new positions were found for the check letters on the
backs of all the notes without abandoning the old
positions till well on into the time of Speelman and
White. Thus there were two reverse varieties of all the
notes from Elliott and Burke to Speelman and White,
with the peculiar exception of the $5.00 silver
certificates, which while they present more variety than
any of the rest, did not begin till Elliott and White to
issue notes with a distinctively new reverse, and legal
tender ones and twos, which also started printing new
reverses only in the time of Elliott and White. Some
notes, of course, weren't issued for a time after Teehee
and Burke, and thus have less than three signature
combinations with two varieties of backs, and legal
fives have three varieties of back — and two in even
Woods and White — though one of these varieties was
unintentional, consisting of a broken "U" that made it
look like "C". Another obverse change in legal ones
makes three or four varieties of these in Speelman-
White.

When Teehee's term of office ended, back check
numbers on the $1.00 legal tender notes were at the
bottom of the kidney-shaped "field" to the left of the
central design, and under Elliott and White they started
also to be issued with them at the right-hand edge of
that field in a space in the central design, near the left-
hand end of the upper edge of the portion of the sawbuck
that contains the words, "OF AMERICA," still in the
field but a small fraction of the way clear up the left-
hand edge of the central design. Both varieties persist
into the time of Speelman and White, during whose
terms of office or the time of the later, at least, of these
reverse varieties, a new obverse variety exists as well,
consisting of a cross below the blossom in the tiniest of
tiny "fields" in the lower right-hand corner, between the
"1" over "ONE" in the very corner of the obverse and
the slanting and somewhat larger "1" over "ONE" in
the corner design. On the $2.00 legal tender notes the
original position of the back check letter was in the left
corner of the triangular field at the left, and the new
position is over one of the "shields" at the bottom of it,
while on the legal tender fives the original position was
at the top of the field and the new position is in the lower
left-hand corner. The tens begin in the lower right, and
the new position is in the lower left, while the Elliott-
and-White twenty — the only post Teehee-Burke
signature combination that had twenties — started at
the top of the field at the right and the new position was
clown the central design a short distance.

The original position of the back check number on the
$1.00 silver certificates was five-eighths of an inch
above the "M" in "AMERICA'," and really formed a
part of the central design. It was moved to a position in
the lower right-hand corner of the note, both positions
remaining in use from Elliott-Burke to Speelman-White.
On the twos it was moved from lower right to lower left,
having both positions in both Elliott-Burke and
Speelman-White, and in the fives a new position was
adopted in the upper left, with the right-hand position
more completely underneath the left. The gold
certificates have the number far more difficult to see,
not only from position but from color, since the gold it's
printed in is only slightly different from background
colors in the golds. The tens began in the upper right-
hand corner, just below the right end of the upper
border; the twenties under the "I" of "UNITED," just to
the right of the broken gold lines, and the fifties under
the right-hand edge of the "A" of "AMERICA," if the
note is tipped so that the "A" is right side up. The new
positions confined to Speelman-White are just the
opposite, the tens and fifties are to the left and the
twenties to the right. And here again, the tens and fifties
have a new obverse variety as well, the serial numbers
on this new variety being some five millimeters high
instead of the usual four, with four-millimeter-high
serial numbers perhaps confined, on the fifties, to the
notes with their reverse check numbers to the right. (See
Figure 5.)
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The ones of 1923 have three or four varieties apiece.
The earlier design has simple lower corners on the face,
and on the back the shading in the ribbon that
surrounds the back stops short on getting to the corners,
while the later one had curved lines meeting in the lower
corners of the face, while on the back a thin line in the
corners gives the shading in the ribbon continuity. In
Speelman silver certificates two mules exist, bringing
the varieties of these to four, and in the legal tenders the
old back exists with a new face; the other mule has not,
to date, been found, or either mule of silvers signed by
Woods. Old faces and old backs both stopped in
Speelman's time. (See Figure 6.)

The only variation known in Federal Reserve Bank
Notes is the comma after "Teehee" on the ones, which
Seymour Kashin says he has seen without it.
Differences in obligation are accounted for by date of
issue. In the Federal Reserves, however, two varieties
exist in red seals: one without the District designation in
the upper left, and one containing it, above the check
letter on the fives and tens and twenties and below it on
the fifties and the hundreds, those that have it being
just a stepping-stone to blue-seal notes, in which the
variation that exists is partly shown, though not
described, in Friedberg, and the final Figure shows all
three varieties. (See Figure 7.) 

B50936181

(Caption below refers to illustrations on facing page
as well as this page.)

Figure 5. The two positions of the check numbers on
the reverses of the notes from Elliott and Burke through
Speelman and White, as follows: the $1.00 Legal
Tenders — with a change, also on the last of the
obverses of these — $2.00 and $5.00 Legal Tenders —
with an added change that took place in the last of these
and was continued into the time of Woods and White —
the $10.00 and $20 Legal Tenders, the $1.00, $2.00 and
$5.00 Silver Certificates, and the $10.00, $20.00, and
$50.00 Gold Certificates, with an obverse change on the
$10.00 and $50.00 Gold.
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Figure 6. The four combinations found in the blue-seal
1923 Speelmans; the three found so far in the red seals,
and the only one seen in either of the Woodses.
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Figure 7. The two varieties of the $5.00,$10.00, and
$20.00 and of the $50.00 and $100.00 red-seal Federal
Reserve notes, the progression of these from red seal to
blue, McAdoo to Glass, and Glass to Houston, and the
three varieties of the White-Melon notes.
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Russian and Finnish Paper Money
Handbooks Available

One of the finest paper money books to be issued in
years, Czarist Russian Paper Money 1769-1917 by
Hannu Paatela, is now available in North America
through exclusive agent, numismatic book publisher,
Sanford J. Durst.

Paatela, an attorney and serious collector of Russian
and Scandinavian paper money, has authored several
books in this field to date. The new Russian paper
money book has several important features.

First, and most important, it is written in English.
Second, it includes values in U. S. dollars, based on
retail and auction results predominating in Europe
where the major market for the banknotes exists. Third,
it is very heavily illustrated, including 20 full page
plates, in full color. Many blowup photos of portions of
notes are found, where varieties or signatures are
important. Many scarce and virtually unseen notes are
included. Fourth, the book gives a fine numismatic
history in Russia of the period covered not available in
other sources.

The book has 160 pages, in large 81/2" x 11" format,
and is printed on coated stock. It is available in
softcover at $40.00 and in hardcover at $50.00. Postage
is $1.50 per book. Both books also feature a magnificent
full color cover.

Hanna Paatela has also recently produced a smaller,
but equally valuable book, Treasures of Finnish Paper
Money, also replete with color photos and in English.
This book is available at $29.50, only in softcover
edition, and is being distributed by Durst as well.

Orders and inquiries should be directed to Sanford J.
Durst, 170 East 61 Street, New York, New York 10021
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