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THE PELICAN IN HER PIETY

The pelican, found on the State Arms of Louisiana,
can be seen on several notes from the states of
Louisiana and New York. This vignette is rare from any
other section of the country. At first glance, the vignette
seems to be a pelican feeding her young. Closer
inspection reveals that the young are actually feeding
on the blood of the mother bird. In the art of the middle
ages, around the thirteenth century, this symbol first
came into being. It was used exclusively in connection
with the crucifixion of Christ and as an ornament on
crosses. The reason for its use on bank notes and scrip is
unknown but some person or authority or an inspired
bank note engraver gave birth to this vignette on
currency. It was mostly used by the firm of Rawdon,
Wright, Hatch and Edson. Different variations were
used but the theme remained constant.

Origin Of The Comparison

The origin of the comparison of the pelican and Christ
is found in Psalms 102, verse 6 of the King James Bible:
"I am like a pelican of the wilderness." This is Verse 7 of
Psalm 101 in the Douai Version: "I am become like the
pelican of the wilderness." St. Augustine wrote: "The
males of these birds are wont to kill their young by
blows of their beaks, and then to bewail their death for
the space of three days. At length, however, the female
inflicts a severe wound on herself and letting her blood
flow over the dead young ones, brings them to life

again." Another explanation of this vignette is that in
times of famine, the female pelican is supposed to bite
herself, drawing blood to feed her young. She dies so
that they might live. Another variation of this theme is
that the serpent is the enemy of the pelican and his
sting kills the young. The mother pelican, by allowing
her warm blood to flow on them, restores them to life. All
of these explanations compare with Christ dying on the
cross and shedding his blood for mankind. It is also
considered to be a symbol of the Blessed Sacrament in
which Christ feeds men with His Most Precious Blood.

Other Locations Of This Symbol

Several churches throughout the world contain
magnificent examples of this symbol. Some of the most
noted are the Cathedral in Freiburg and St. Etienne in
Bourges; it is also among the exterior carvings on the
church at Strasbourg. Other representations can be
found on several churches in England. In this country, a
fine example exists on the dossal canopy in the Chapel
of the Intercession in New York. Other than churches,
this symbol will be found on several different
documents from Louisiana, the state flag, etc.

About The Note

This is a Treasury Note issued in reinbursement of a
special tax of 1843 under an ordinance approved April
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This interpretation of the pelican appears between the signature spaces on the Citizens Bank of
Louisiana $5 bill. Close inspection of this vignette reveals that the young pelicans are in a nest that
closely resembles the crown of thorns worn by Christ during his crucifixion. This vignette was also
engraved by the firm of Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and Edson of New Orleans.

25, 1843 for Municipality No. Two in the city of New
Orleans, Louisiana. It was imprinted by the firm of
Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and Edson of New Orleans. It is
a second series note signed by the Comptroller and the
Treasurer. This note paid interest at the rate of 6% per
annum. Hand-written denominations of various
amounts were used.

REFERENCE:

Church, Monastery, Cathedral - A Guide to the Symbolism of
the Christian Tradition, by Herbert Whone. Ridley Enslow
Publishers, Short Hills, N. J., 1977.

Perils of igiti 0.:enturg !althing
Connecticut Courdnt,

Hartford, Tuesday, April 16, 1822:
The following article was found in the above

newspaper dated Louisville, Ken. March 20:

The Currency — We regret that our predictions
relative to the progressive depreciation of the paper of

the Bank of the Commonwealth and withal, that of the
Bank of Kentucky should have been so speedily and
fully verified. The depreciation of our currency has not
only equalled our expectations but has surpassed the
most gloomy forebodings of the opponents of the new
bank. Seventy per cent premium is said has been paid
within a few days past for specie. We have seen as high
as sixty seven paid by a broker.

Newspaper for Paper Collectibles Enthusiasts Available

Completing its second full year of publication this
spring is the monthly tabloid called Paper Americana.
The 12-page March 1981 issue is heavy in advertising,
as most such publications are, but it also includes
features on such diverse subjects as the first Walt
Disney Christmas card, which recently sold for $1,100;
Ronald Reagan posters; and the preservation of
historical paper. Warren Anderson contributes a
"Stocks and Bonds Bulletin", the only completely
syngraphic article in the issue. A year's subscription (by

first class mail) costs $8 from Paper Americana, Box
334, Baldwin Park, CA 91706.

BRM

The Winter 1980-81 issue of the Illinois Numismatic
Association Coin Digest contains an article by SPMC'er
Sam Johnson, Jr. entitled "The Impossible Collector",
dealing with the National Bank Notes of the First
National Bank of Coulterville, Ill.
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