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WATER POWER
In Colonial New England

The early settlers of New England suffered many
hardships but one problem that they never encountered
was a shortage of fresh water. The first settlements
were along the sea coast but it wasn't long before the
colonists realized the potential of the fresh water rivers.
The Indians, long before the coming of the Europeans,
made tremendous use of the rivers in their country.
Those rivers provided an abundance of fish, and game
lived along the water's edge. Both the Indians and the
first settlers made use of the waterways for
transportation, too. The rivers ended at the ocean;
therefore, transportation to that point was just a matter
of floating with the current and usually ending at a
village or a settlement at the ocean's edge. About the
only problem with early transportation on the rivers
was an occasional waterfall; canoes or other boats had
to be carried around these natural obstacles.

It wasn't long before these obstructions, which at first
seemed to be an inconvenience, became some of the
greatest assets of the early settlers. Britain tried to keep
these colonists dependent upon the homeland for all
their supplies. It wanted them to ship all the raw
material back to England for processing and then buy
the finished products back at a large profit. This system
worked perfectly in the beginning but as the country
expanded and more highly educated people began to
colonize it, they realized that they no longer needed the
mother country to supply their every need. They already
had an abundance of raw material and all they needed
was the knowledge and equipment to develop it into

finished products. At this point in history, the rivers
that had remained unchanged for centuries began to
take on a new aura.

Use of Dams

In the early 18th century, the colonists realized that
the flowing water could be harnessed at dams to turn
turbines and thereby run machinery of various kinds
and produce all types of goods. Settlements and villages
sprang up at almost every waterfall, regardless of size.
If it could be harnessed to provide energy, it was used. In
some cases, new dams were built to create means of
energy for the industrious settlers. Towns were built
further and further upstream as the settlers explored
land that, to them, was a new source of revenue for the
taking. This probably led to the eventual confrontations
with the then-friendly Indians.

As a typical example of the development of a river, I
will take the Blackstone that flows from Massachusetts
through Rhode Island to the bay in Providence. Of
course, the first settlement clung to the banks at the
natural bay at Providence. A short time later, going up
the Blackstone to the first falls, Pawtucket (Indian word
for "by the falls") was founded. Those falls were really
exploited by Samuel Slater, who invented machinery
for weaving that was powered by the force of water. The
next falls up the river were again used for machinery,
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Some Notes For An
Article on Bogus Passing

By Forrest W. Daniel
Research is a fascinating branch of numismatics.

Sometimes it takes years to locate the critical detail
which fills out a story. Occasionally the main point is
discovered first and an article is written around it. And
often one gathers a mass of information which will
probably never see organized form.

This is a case where the source notes are probably
more interesting than any factual story based on them
ever could be.

The activities occurred in central North Dakota in the
autumn of 1906 when many transient farm laborers
were in the state. A similar incident had taken place
near Minot in April ("A Slight Case of Fraud," Paper
Money, No. 52, July, 1974) which may, or may not, have
been connected with these reports. How can one im-
prove on these newspaper items with their sketchy de-
tails, dubious numismatics and colorful journalism?

Interesting Notes
(Continued From Page 82)

and the town of Cumberland was founded there. Beyond
that point, another falls, and Woonsocket was founded.
The river then flowed through Massachusetts and at the
next falls we find Worcester, and so on to the river's
origin. It must be noted that a vignette of the
Woonsocket Falls appears on the Woonsocket Falls
Bank notes and a vignette of the Pawtucket Falls
appears on notes of the Slater Bank of North
Providence. This river is just one of a thousand such in
New England alone that really were the main source of
the development of this country. As time went on, new
sources of energy were developed and the many dams
were left as monuments to a bygone era in American
history. A drive through New England shows the
abandoned textile mills that once were the backbone of
our country's manufacturing heritage.

About the Note
This magnificent note was engraved by Danforth

Bald and Company, New York and Philadelphia, for the
Hadley Falls Bank. All the notes from this bank have
the manufacturing theme on the vignettes of the vari-
ous denominations. This magnificent vignette of the
Hadley Falls on the Connecticut River in Holyoke,
Massachusetts is thought to be the longest single
vignette on any obsolete bank note. Although some
engravers such as Ormsby used the entire note
background as a vignette, surely no other individual
vignette has surfaced as of this time that could be
considered longer. Note the buildings on both sides of
the falls built for the textile industry and powered by the
force of the water turning the turbines. The five dollar
note of this bank pictures the turbines themselves. This
note surely typifies water power as one of the most
powerful forces in the development of this country.

PASSED BOGUS MONEY

A Harvey Crook Passes
Confederate Currency

In McLean Co.

Wednesday a young man who hailed from Harvey, passed a
$10 bill of Confederate currency at Anton Baron's store. It
looked odd and Mr. Baron investigated and found it to be two
Conf(e)derate bills pasted together (Confederate money was
only printed on one side.) Complaint was made before Judge
Johnston who swore in Jack Frantz as a constable, and the
fellow was given a hearing; but upon the vouching of "Cousin
Bill," he was released, for he did not answer the description of a
man wanted by Deputy Jones for passing ten such bills in
Denhoff. Later Mr. Reiswig found that he too had been buncoed
by the same sharper, who had purchased ten cents worth of
"Battle Axe" and was given $9.90 in good coin in exchange for
his currency. About this time, States Attorney Nuessel wired a
description of a man wanted for passing five bogus $10 bills in
Turtle Lake, and as it tallied with this man, Jones was sent for;
but it was too late — the bird had flown fifteen minutes before
Dan Jones entered the Hall of the Green Cloth where John
Besto, a man of many aliases, a derelict pigger of Drake, former
Harveyite, bunco man and all around crook, had been holding
out. But Dan secured some salt (for obvious purposes) and
wiring to the neighboring towns, started in search for this bold,
bad youth, who could stack a deck of cards or match
Confederate currency with equal dexterity. His plan seemed
always to be to make a small purchase of tobacco or
handkerchiefs, and get a bunch of coin that Uncle Sam makes
good. Verily we live and learn. — (McLean County Gazette,
McClusky, N. Dak., Oct. 25, 1906, p. 1.)

Word was received by Deputy Dan Jones yesterday that a
counterfeiter had been captured at McClusky, and that the
citizens were holding him until the officers could come and take
care of him. Mr. Jones immediately started for the destined
metropolis, accompanied by E. Johnson, of this place, but
when they arrived they found the suspected counterfeiter had
escaped. It seems that the citizens of McClusky had entrusted
the captive in care of R. H. Johnson, and a pilgrim who goes by
the happy cognomen of "Cousin Bill," but during the evening
Bre'er Johnson and "Cousin Bill" got cold feet and let that bad
man get away. And yet some people say that there are no
brains in McClusky.—(Denhoff Voice, Oct. 25, 1906, p. 1.)

---
The counterfeiter who did so well in this town (Turtle Lake)

last week, after bleeding the aristocracy, visited the slums and
relieved the "Cracker Jack" poker players of about $50. —
(Harvey Herald, Nov. 8, 1906, p. 6, quoting the Turtle Lake
Waue. Files of the Wave are not available.)

A stranger attempted to pass bogus currency in this vicinity
this week. Schmidt & Schultes got hold of a ten dollar note on a
New Jersey bank not in existence. — (Anatnoose Progress, Oct.
26, p. 5.)

---
A stranger at Anamoose floated some money and one

business firm won a $10 bill on a defunct New Jersey bank. —
(Harvey Herald, Nov. 15, 1906, p. 1.)
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