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THIRD CHARTER

BACK
Transition Design

By Gene Hessler, NLG

From earlier articles, many of you must know of my
interest in designs as they relate to banknotes that
"might have been." While searching the files of the
National Archives for information which applied to
other essays, certain letters to which I refer further in
this article came to my attention.

Designs for the third charter national bank notes
issued in 1902 were probably being prepared two or
three years earlier. It is my contention, therefore, and I
shall attempt to prove, that what follows applies to the
back design of the $10 denomination.

Icelandic Iconography
(Continued From Page 78)

portant to keep a sense of proportion about all this. As
always, it is the sensational excesses of the minority that
draws the headlines.

In some respects modern Iceland is a microcosm of the
western world, with its virtues and vices magnified by
close proximity. The problems of leisure in an affluent
society can be studied here in miniature. The country
enjoys certain advantages over its larger neighbors,
though. An awareness of dangers and the absence of
large-scale commercial vested interests in vice are
positive factors in the prognosis of the disease.

`This quotation is taken from the Handbook, Iceland
874-1974, J. Nordal and V. Kristinsson, Editors,
published by the Central Bank of Iceland, Reykjavik,
1975.
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An essay for the third charter $10 national bank note.

On 10 December 1898, Claude M. Johnson, Director of
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, requested
Walter Shirlaw to submit a banknote sketch with an
oval for a portrait. On one side of the portrait there was
to be a merchant vessel and on the other side a man of
war. The receipt of artist Shirlaw's sketch was
acknowledged in a letter dated 29 December 1898. In
this same communication Mr. Johnson made certain
criticisms of the sketch. He objected that the panel for
the portrait was not "favorable" to the rough sketch by
Mr. Shirlaw. The raised wings on the figure suggested a
distorted painful position. In the opinion of the Bureau
Director, exposure of the breasts on the figure might be
criticized and consequently he suggested a light

drapery be added.' The base of the panel seemed
somewhat inadequate, but nevertheless was attractive
and novel.

The figure which represents Liberty and Progress
held a shield; a ship was on either side as requested by
the Director. Mr. Johnson continued his criticism by
saying the shield appeared too heavy and massive; he
recommended it be altered and placed in a different
position. The globe on which the figure stood should be
represented by a larger circle, "and be more attractive."
Mr. Johnson wanted the ships on either side to be the
same size and to give the appearance they were heading
straight. "This would suggest a war ship convoying a
merchantman," he wrote.

Only one other letter which relates to this design was
to be found in the Archives. Two drawings were
received at the Bureau and approval for one was
expressed in a letter of 4 April 1899. With reference to the
figure and the globe [without the ships?], Mr. Johnson
exclaimed it was "...expressive of progress, wisdom, etc.
I desire to say, that it is one of the most beautiful
productions which I have ever seen...." He closed his
remarks by declaring that this vignette should be one of
the best to emanate from the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing.

In the same letter, the Director of the Bureau wrote
about a second drawing. It is unclear to me if the
following remarks refer to a variation of the same
design to be used for something else perhaps, or, the
same figure with the two ships. Mr. Johnson said the
second drawing was "fine," but Mr. Shirlaw was asked
to "...cut out the ships as they are, and attempt, by plac-
ing [the]ships in position with the figure as a suggestion
to you how, in my opinion, the effect can be improved..."
The ships seemed too near the figure and possibly too
large. The background blended "...too completely into
the drapery of the figure." Mr. Johnson's final criticism
was that the waves in front of the man of war were "too
much."

One can see how G. F. C. Smillie's engraving on the
back of the third charter $10 note could have evolved

Walter Shirlaw's design as issued.
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Although unmentioned in the letters, this is another Shirlaw design with a
merchant ship and a man of war. Mechanics on the right was placed on the left of
the $50 third charter back.

from the drawings referred to in the preceding letters.
However, I had never seen a drawing or engraving that
could have been made as a transition design. I began to
ask collectors of vignettes, hoping I might see such an
example of at least one of the missing links. Persistence
paid off. One day a collector showed a vignette to me
and asked, "Could this be what you're looking for?"
Eureka, it was.

Additional correspondence and the missing drawings

would give us a complete chronology of the development
of this design. But for now, I am pleased and grateful to
be able to reconstruct a portion of what in my opinion
transpired during the development of the third charter
$10 back design.

1. The Bureau of Engraving and Printing received a certain
amount of criticism about Walter Shirlaw's $5 educational note
design. Gene Hessler, "The 1897 Educational Notes," Paper
Money. Nos. 90 and 91.
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Excerpts from old newspapers by CHARLES E. STRAUB

BERKSHIRE WASHINGTONIAN &
HOUSATONIC CATARACT

Stockbridge, Mass. Sept. 9, 1843

The Millbury Bank Robbery. - At Worcester, on
Monday three of the Learneds - Jeremiah, Abijah and
James - were ordered to recognize, the first in the sum of
$20,000 and the two others $10,000 each, for their
appearance at the next term of the criminal court in
Worcester to answer to the charge of robbing the
Millbury Bank. Jeremiah Learned is the man who
exchanged the money at the various banks. On Abij ah's
premises, in a room used by him for wool sorting, and in
which the three had frequently been seen together, a
paper was found on which was set down sums
corresponding to the amounts exchanged at each of the
banks, which were added up, and the amount, falling
two hundred dollars short of that in the package stolen,
divided into three equal parts. A correspondent who
furnishes us with these particulars, adds — "How,
when, or where the money was, stolen does not yet
appear, but developments may be shortly expected.
"Boston Post

THE PITTSFIELD SUN
Pittsfield Mass. April 13, 1854

Jack Hatfield, an old offender, crowded into the
American Exchange Bank in New York with the
customers, one morning last week, and stole $2000 from
a gentleman's pocket. Another person saw the act, and
seized him.

************

ALEXANDER'S MESSENGER
Philadelphia, PA Aug 19, 1840

The Cincinnati Gazette of Thursday week says:
"Eleven brokers of the city have been convicted of
acting as officers of banks not incorporated by law, and
fined a thousand dollars a piece. Their real offence is
issuing the common currency that floods our city — as
to which we may take occasion to speak more at large
hereafter.
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