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Paper Money
	 Page 87

Rhode Island Historical Society
Find of Obsolete Note Register

The only outstanding $50 note of the Globe Bank.

By Tracy G. Thurber

(Editor's Note: In this report, when Mr. Thurber refers
to "our" book, etc., he is referring to the Rhode Island
Historical Society, where he is curator of the obsolete
currency collection. The photographs are by courtesy of
that Society.)

Nothing on the cover, and only "Globe" written by
some unknown librarian on a sticker on the spine, gives
any hint of what lies in an old ledger, found in the stacks
of the Rhode Island Historical Society. And there is
nothing in the first few pages — nothing at all — to tell
what follows.

Then, on the first lined and ruled double page, there is
a "Register of Bills of the Denomination of $1,000",
showing that there were sixty issued and that all were
destroyed. And still the bank, the Globe of Providence,
is not mentioned.

Following is page after page, covering all the other
denominations down to $1.00. Highest denominations
outstanding were a $100 bill and a $50 bill, certainly
great prizes for a collection of obsoletes.

This, on and off, goes on for one hundred and thirty-
six pages, about halfway through the ledger, when they
stopped numbering the pages. Then there is nothing
until almost the end, where there are fifty-six
certificates of destruction by fire of old notes, as well as
one of unsigned notes and one of half-sheets. Only here
does it come out that this is the Globe Bank — and that
our collection has the $50 bill. (That certainly lifted our
spirits, I can tell you.)
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Representative page of the record of certificates printed
and destroyed.
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Representative summary
destruction.

Finally, at the end of the book, there are three pages
with thirteen diagonally-cut notes pasted in. Each is
marked "Specimen" and numbered, and each has
beneath it a notation on what page in the registry, in the
book, it can be found. There is some mention of pages in
a book #3, a mystery to us. That these pages are blank in
our book only adds to the mystery. A further mystery,
and this a maddening one, is why they chose to mount
only these notes. Why not the $1,000, $500, and $100
bills — they had them in their hands! We may never
know what they looked like. What a pity.
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Representative page of the record of bills printed and
destroyed.
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