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Continuing The Reclassification
of the 1861-3 Notes

By The Rev. Frank H. Hutchins

It has been observed already that there are three main
types of the $1 legal tender notes of 1862, with one
introductory, or experimental, note — the Series 1 —
and a maverick — the Series 215 with monogram. Doug
Murray has since discovered a Series 218 with the

monogram, and I myself have both varieties of the 215
and Walter Breen reports a 218 without the monogram,
showing that not all of these are mavericks. It's also
been observed that Series 202 and 203 are of type 1 —
"American" with monogram — and Murray has since
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come up with a 199 of this variety, with a serial number
lower, by the way, than that of my 199, which is not a
maverick, and although I've never come across a 202 or
203 that wasn't, he suggests that at about this time the
Bureau may have had both types on hand, and used
whichever came to hand as stock was needed.

In any case, type 1 was used as late as Series 203, type
2 as early as Series 167, and type 3 specifically from
Series 235 to 284. Figure 1 shows the transition from
type 2 to type 3, and Figure 2 the three types, the
introductory variety, and an example of the maverick,
seen so far only in type 2, though Breen lists two that
would be in type 3 — a 252 and a 276 — as well as a 212
type 3, which ought to be a type 2 —I have a photostat of
one that is. Concerning this, however, he and I have
both seen 4's that looked like l's, and he admitted that
it might have been a 242, which would be, normally,
type 3.

The twos have only two types, both now listed in both
Friedberg and Donlon-Kagin and portrayed in Figure 3.
I've not considered these worth studying, though study
might reveal a point at which type 1 became type 2.

Figure 3.
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The fives and tens and twenties show a uniformity of
variation, and the fifties and the hundreds doubtless
follow in their wake, although it's difficult to say,
because they're far from being plentiful enough to make
the study easy. The few we've seen apparently conform.
I've shown demand notes right along with legal tenders,
there's so little difference between them and the
separating of them leads to disregarding them as the
precursors that they were of legal tender notes —
precursors hardly different from legal tenders to the
casual observer. Differences do exist, besides the
leaving out of "ON DEMAND," and these will be
observed; but Figures 4 - 6 contain them, to display their
similarities. The backs are altogether different, as we
can see; but only looking at the faces shows how similar
the faces are.

Aside, as I have said, from leaving off the "ON
DEMAND," the fives, along with all the rest, are signed
by Chittenden and Spinner, have "ACT OF JULY 17,
1861" replaced by "ACT OF FEB, 25TH, 1862," in a
more conventional style of type, have the Treasury seal
added, and the bottom border continued, not broken into
1337 the words, "RECEIVABLE IN PAYMENT OF ALL
PUBLIC DUES", and have the words "Washington
Aug. 10th 1861" changed to "Washington March 10th
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1862" with slight variations in the styles of printing on
the fives and the tens. The Series is moved from a point
near the serial number to the upper left-hand corner,
while on the tens the serial number itself is moved from
the lower left to the upper right and the Series is moved
with it as well as stating that the note is payable at the
Treasury, while the demand note had been payable by
the Assistant Treasurer, of the United States. Despite
these changes, a glance at the two notes in Figures 4 and
5 will show how hard it is to distinguish between them.

Figure 4 shows all the changes in the fives through
1863 and Figure 5 shows all the changes in the tens,
while Figure 6 shows all the changes in the twenties in
1863 itself, and a comparison of the three shows how
similar the changes were in all these three
denominations. Breen tells me that the "Friedberg 61"
exists, although I've never seen one, and somewhere in
the middle of the 61-a's the Series was shifted from the
upper to the lower left, with the change of obligation
coming even later. Breen also tells me that the 1862 with
the new obligation is very rare.

Figure 5.
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With the change of obligation came the change in the
position of "American Bank Note Co. New York" from
the top of the note to a position under Chittenden's
signature, where it stayed through 1863, and the
addition, under Spinner's signature, of the words
"National Bank Note Company", which stay there for
type 1 of 1863. In type 2 they are changed to "American
Bank Note Co. New York," and only in type 3 is the
serial number repeated in the lower left. The tens retain
the words "American Bank Note Co. New York"
throughout the issue; but with the change from
demands to legal tenders the background of the words
"PAYABLE BY THE ASST. TREASURER OF THE U.
S. AT NEW YORK" becomes less elaborate at the ends,
but far more elaborate at the bottom, as the serial

number is moved to the upper right and the words are
changed to "PAYABLE AT THE TREASURY OF THE
U. S. AT NEW YORK." The words "NATIONAL BANK
NOTE COMPANY" are added under it with the change
of obligation, and these are changed to "American
Bank Note Co. New York" on types 2 and 3 of the 1863's,
while on the twenties "NATIONAL BANK NOTE
COMPANY," surmounting "American Bank Note Co.
New York" at the bottom of type 1, is omitted on types 2
and 3. Also: — On the twenties there are two or three
additional varieties, Some twenties have flourishes
around the check letter, and some do not. I lack type 2
without the flourishes, but continually hope that I'll
discover one.

Figure 6.
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