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The Vignette of the S. S. Adriatic on
Security Paper

by Donald E. Haller, Jr.

Figure 1. Proof of the original Bank Note Company engraving, "ADRIATIC", showing
identification number V49306.

Security Paper
The term "security paper" as used in this section

includes the designs, engravings, essays and proofs
which were developed towards the production of
postage stamps, paper money, stock certificates and
other negotiable items; the latter are, of course, classed
as security paper in themselves. There is a sub-class of
security paper known as safety paper which generally
has intricately engraved overall network type designs
in the paper itself before any design is printed. This
safety paper is intended to make counterfeiting very
difficult if not impossible. A number of essays for the
1869 stamp issue were printed on many types of these
safety papers and we hope to present some interesting
and informative material on safety papers, upon which
the 1869 essays were printed, in some later edition of the
"Times."

The Adriatic
Now, to the ADRIATIC — The saga of the S. S.

ADRIATIC and the use of its vignette on the 1869 124
stamp has been well told by Maurice Leigh Robinson in
The 1976 REGISTER (1976 INTERPHIL
PUBLICATION, pages 65-67). In his article, Mr.
Robinson gives us full details of the history of the S. S.
ADRIATIC, from launch in 1857 until its demise in the
harbor of Lagos, Nigeria, in 1890. This article will not
reiterate these data, but will discuss the evolution of the
vignette of the S. S. ADRIATIC and its use on security
paper.

The first use of any vignette relating to the S. S.
ADRIATIC was made by the American Bank Note
Company when it produced an engraving entitled
"Launch of the Adriatic." This vignette of the
ADRIATIC'S launch was apparently used only on

paper money printed by the American Bank Note
Company for these private banks circa 1858: $1.
banknote of the New Haven Bank, New Haven, Conn.;
$10. banknote of the Commercial Bank, Palestine, Ill.;
$10. banknote of the Union Bank, Concord, N. H.; $5.
banknote of the Marine Bank, Providence, R. I.; and a
$3. banknote of the Nassau Bank, Brooklyn, N. Y.

The basic vignette design of the ADRIATIC as it
appears on the 12C value of the 1869 Issue was prepared
by James Smillie, one of the outstanding engravers of
the National Bank Note Company, and was produced in
1859. The original engraving was approximately 5" x
9", which was then reduced to a size of 1'/4" x 4" for use
on private bank banknotes. These original engravings
show two ships to the right and left of the ADRIATIC;
however, these accompanying ships were deleted from
the miniature engravings created for the 1211 stamp. The
author is the fortunate possessor of a proof of the
original engraving, which is shown as Figure 1. This
engraving bears the subject title "ADRIATIC", the
National Bank Note Co. imprint and identification
number V49306. Whether this number is a serial
number of certain classes of sequential engravings by
the National Bank Note Company is unknown to the
author, who would welcome any comments and
information regarding the numbering system used by
the National Bank Note Company for its engravings.

The original ADRIATIC design engraving in size 11/4"
x 4" was first used in 1860 by the National Bank Note
Company in its printing of the $10. banknotes for the
Citizens Bank of Louisiana, New Orleans, Louisiana.
Both obverse and reverse of this note are shown in
Figure 2. As one will note, the French word "DIX"
appears on the ornate reverse of this banknote and
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Figure 2. The $10 "Dixie" of the Citizens Bank of Louisiana
showing the ADRIATIC on obverse. Reverse shows intricate
design, often used on security paper.

these notes quickly became known as "DIXIES."
Legend has it that the term "DIXIE" for the Old South
evolved from the common name of these widely
circulated banknotes. This same vignette was used by
the National Bank Note Company in its printing of
other security paper such as the preferred stock
certificate of the Orinoco Navigation Company, New
York, dated 1874, which is shown as Figure 3.

The reduction of the original engraving of the S. S.
ADRIATIC to the smaller engraving for the 1869 12g
stamp was also accomplished by the miniature
engraving master, James Smillie, for the National
Bank Note Company. Remember that the
accompanying ships and some waves were cropped out
in the preparation of the smaller engraving because of
lack of space. One marvels today how incredibly skilled

Figure 3. THE ADRIATIC in full beauty catches one's
attention on this preferred stock certificate of Orinoco
Navigation Co.

and painstaking were the engravers who, by sight and
hand, created these miniature engraving masterpieces.

The engraving and vignette of the ADRIATIC
provided a logical companion to the Post Rider (20 and
the Locomotive (30, showing forms of postal
transportation in the National Bank Note Company's
presentation of designs for the 1869 stamp issue.

Figure 4. Original essay design proposed by National Bank
Note Company for the 120 1869 stamp, showing the "small
numeral."


	The Vignette of the S. S. Adriatic on Security Paper

