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A Listing of Native Sources
for Foreign Banknotes

by Jerry Remick, SPMC 742

This is a continuation of my article published in the
September-October 1979 issue of this journal listing
sources for current foreign banknotes in their native
country. In one case, where it is impossible to obtain
banknotes from the native country, I have listed an
importer as the source. In making payment for
banknotes, it is recommended you send a bank draft
and not a personal check, as it is easier for the receiver to
cash and is required by some governmental agencies
selling their native notes. Send all correspondence by
air mail.

SWITZERLAND

Dealer Mr. N. Van Loock, 98 Reynorito, P. 0. Box 30,
CH-3072 Ostermundigen 2, Switzerland, informs me
that he will send the new notes of his country of 10, 20,
50, 100, 500 and 1000 francs denomination in
uncirculated condition at from 5% to 10% over face
value. Minimum order of 100 francs is required. Postage
and insurance are extra. Write Mr. Van Loock of your
needs and he will inform you of the costs. The firm
issues a monthly price list of foreign banknotes. The
Swiss franc was worth $0.618 U.S. on February 11, 1980.

FINLAND
The Union Bank of Finland, P. 0. Box 868, SF 00101

Helsinki, Finland will supply the country's current
banknotes of 10, 50, 100 and 500 markkaa at face value
plus postage. The bank requests you send for a proforma
invoice (your bill) for your order before paying by bank
draft. On February 11, 1980, the Markkaa was worth
$0.18 U. S.

ST. HELENA
The Colonial Treasury, Government of St. Helena,

Jamestown, Island of St. Helena, South Atlantic will
supply the Island's undated current banknotes (Pick 1-
4) in unc. condition of 50 pence and 1, 5, and 10 pounds at
face falue, plus 10% commission, plus 50 pence for
postage and registration for up to 20 notes. Another 50
pence should be added for quantities above 20 notes. A
small supply of specimen notes of the 1 and 5 pounds
denomination are available at the prices quoted above.
Specimen notes for the 50 pence and 10 pound notes are
expected to be available in the near future. I'll let you
know when they are.

Cheques in British pounds should be made payable to
the Colonial Treasurer, St. Helena. The St. Helena
pound is at par with the British pound which was
quoted at $2.30 U. S. on February 11, 1980.

Allow at lease three months for delivery as all mail
must travel by boat. Airplanes cannot land on this
small, 47 square mile volcanic island some 1,200 miles
west of the coast of central Africa. Apart from that,
service is very dependable and efficient.

A new one pound banknote will be issued shortly to
replace the current note. The new note will be smaller in
size and will show the correct spelling of "ANGLIAE"
in the motto on the shield on the reverse side. It is
incorrectly spelled "ANGLAE" on the current 1 and 5
pound notes. However, no changes are foreseen in the 5
pound note for the present. The spelling of "ANGLIAE"
is correct on the 50 pence and 10 pound notes. The 1 and
5 pound notes were issued February 2, 1976 and the 50
pence and 10 pound notes on January 29, 1979.

FALKLAND ISLANDS

Current dated banknotes of the Falkland Islands in
unc. condition of 50 pence, and 1, 5, and 10 pounds (Pick
8-11) are available at face value plus 50 pence for air
mail postage and registration from the Financial
Secretary, The Treasury, Stanley, Falkland Islands.
Payment should be by bank draft in British pounds
made payable to the Financial Secretary, Falkland
Islands. The Falkland Islands pound is equivalent to
the British pound which was quoted at $2.30 U. S. on
February 11, 1980. Allow several months for delivery.

The current banknotes now circulating are:
50 pence Series D dates 20.2. 1974
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1 pound Series F dated 1.12. 1977
5 pounds Series C dated 30.1. 1975
10 pounds Series A dated 5.6. 1975

MONGOLIA

The firm of Moneter, St. Olaigade 26, 3000 Helsingor,
Denmark offers the 1966 series of Mongolia's banknotes
in unc. at the following prices in U, S. dollars: 1 Tugrik
(Pick 35) at $1.00, 3 Tugrik (P-36) at $2.50, 5 Tugrik (P-37)
at $3.50 and 10 Tugrik (P-38) at $5.00. The 1955 series is
available in unc. condition at the following prices: 1
tugrik (P-28) at $2.50, 3 tugrik (P-29) at $3.50, 5 tugrik (P-
30) at $4.00, 10 tugrik (P-31) at $5.00, 25 tugrik (P-32) at
$10.00, 50 tugrik (P-33) at $19.00 and 100 tugrik (P-34) at
$30.00. Postage of $2.00 per order is requested. The
tugrik is equivalent to $0.297 U. S.

CYPRUS

Well-known dealer and numismatist Andreas G.
Pitsillides, P. 0. Box 1019, Nicosia, Cyprus will supply
current dated notes of Cyprus in unc. (Pick 34-38) at the
following prices in U. S. dollars: 250 mils at $1.50, 500
mils at $2.50, 1 pound at $4.50, 5 pounds at $18.50 and 10
pounds at $34.00. A newly designed and smaller sized 1
pound banknote dated 1.6. 1979 was released late in
January 1980 and is also available. A new and smaller 5
pound banknote will be released very shortly. For each
five notes ordered, $1.50 should be added for air mail
postage and registration. Mr. Pitsillides can supply
issues of older banknotes; ask for his price list. Service is
excellent.

It seems probable that the 250 and 500 mils banknotes
will be discontinued in the near future as there is
already a 500 mils coin.

The Central Bank of Cyprus, P. 0. Box 1087, Nicosia,
Cyprus will also supply their current potes in
uncirculated condition for about the same prices as
those of Mr. Pitsillides.

The Cyprus pound was worth $2.91 U. S. on February
11, 1980.

MALTA

The current undated notes of Malta in unc. condition
issued on March 30, 1979 of 1, 5, and 10 pounds (not
listed in Pick) are available from numismatist, author
and dealer Godwin Said, 32 Britannia Street, Valletia,
Malta postpaid in U. S. dollars as follows: 1 pound note
at $4.25, 5 pound note at $17.00 and 10 pound note at
$34.00. The set of three banknotes is available at $53.50
postpaid. Mr. Said can also supply previous issues of
Malta's notes (Pick 31-33); write for his prices. Mr. Said
is author of the standard catalogue of his country's
stamps and banknotes. Service is excellent. Minimum
order is $10.00 U. S.

The Central Bank of Malta, Valletta, Malta can also
supply the current notes of Malta at prices very close to
those of Mr. Said.
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Numismatist Mr. Tom Ritchie, 10 St. George Street,
Paola, Malta can supply the previous issue of Malta's
notes (Pick 31-33) in unc. at the following prices
postpaid in U. S. dollars: 1 pound (Pick 31) at $5.75, 5
pounds (Pick 32) at $27.00 and 10 pounds (Pick 33) at
$49.00. Mr. Ritchie offers the current set (Pick 34-36) of
notes released on March 30, 1979 as follows postpaid: 1
pound (Pick 34) at $4.25, 5 pounds (Pick 35) at $17.50 and
10 pounds (Pick 36) at $34.00. The entire set Pick 34-36 is
offered at $53.50 U. S. postpaid. Minimum order is
$10.00.

Mr. Ritchie can also locate some of the older issues of
Malta's banknotes. Some of these notes are much
scarcer than the prices in Pick's catalogue indicate.
Particularly difficult to find are Pick 14 and Pick 23.
Some of the issue of Pick 14 was lost on a torpedoed ship
in transit from Britain to Malta during World War II.
Mr. Ritchie's replies are prompt and curteous.

The Malta pound was worth $2.92 on February 11,
1980.

TONGA

The Treasury, Nukua' alofa, Tonga, South Pacific will
supply their current undated banknotes of 1, 2, 5 and 10
pa'anga (Pick 15-18) at face value plus postal charges.
Write for further information. The pa'anga was worth
$1.09 U. S. on February 11, 1980.

PACIFIC OCEAN AND ASIATIC
COUNTRIES

Mr. Nelson Eustis, P. 0. Box 954, Adelaide, South
Australia 5001, Australia can procure current notes in
unc. from Australia, Fiji, New Caledonia, New
Hebrides, Western Samoa, Pakistan, Singapore, India,
Nepal and other counties in this area at reasonable
premiums above face value. Write him for his rates. Mr.

(Continued on Page 150)
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Brazilian Note Caper In Britain

SPMC'er John Glynn of London has sent along the
following report from the Jan. 18, 1980 issue of the Daily
Mail:

"The Schoolboy Swindler"
"How banks handed over £3,500 for his worthless

`toy money"'

"Worried bank chiefs were convinced a gang of expert
currency tricksters were in operation. Worthless South
American bank notes kept turning up in their tills. Cashiers
had paid out more than £3,500 for them.

"The culprit was finally caught trying to change a note in
Hastings, Sussex. And police were astonished to find that they
were not dealing with an international gang — but a 15-year-
old schoolboy.

"The youngster's crime sprees started after he found a
bundle of Brazilian bank notes in the attic. First he used them
as toy money for stakes in card games with his father. But then
he found a much more profitable pasttime. For if he took the
cruzeiro notes to banks, obliging cashiers paid him one pound
for 84 — even though the gaily-coloured notes were withdrawn
from circulation four years ago.

"He visited banks in Sussex, Surrey and Kent, and when he
ran out of cruzeiros he simply bought more from a coin dealer,
for a modest three pounds per 10,000.

"The schoolboy admitted 19 offenses of stealing or
attempting to steal money from banks when he appeared at
Brighton juvenile court yesterday. Police Sergeant John
Ainsley said: The notes were quite valueless. Bank cashiers
made a mistake but there are so many different South
American notes it is understandable.' The boy was remanded
on bail for three weeks pending reports.
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Eustis picks up the notes on his business trips to fill
prepaid requests. He is very dependable. Mr. Eustis is
the official agent for the issues of coins issued by
Tibet, Western Samoa and Fiji.

FIJI

Mr. Tom Hill, director, Tropical Enterprises Limited,
G.P.O. 1308, Suva, Fiji Islands can supply the current
set of Fiji's banknotes in unc. condition (Pick 49-53) of
$1, $2, $5, $10 and $20 at 20% above fave value postpaid.
If three or more sets are taken the rate is only 15% above
face value postpaid. This is mainly a wholesale firm and
offers low mark-ups on individual denominations in
large quantities. A bank draft in Fiji dollars or its
equivalent in Australian or U. S. dollars or British
pounds is requested. The Fiji dollar was worth $1.20 U.
S. on February 11, 1980.

"Most of the money he got from the banks remains
unaccounted for. Sergeant Ainsley said police had recovered
only from his home and they had no idea what had happened
to the rest.

"A Barclays Bank official was last night unable to explain
exactly how the boy had managed to trick them. believe we
are the bank most involved but I have been unable to track
down the facts about this,' he said. 'It would appear that
cashiers have cashed these notes unwittingly in genuine
mistakes. Obviously the mistake will be pointed out to ensure
the same does not happen again."'

Currency/Gold Differential

In Nicaragua

Somewhat analagous to contemporary monetary
dislocations due to unsupported paper currencies and
speculation in precious metals was the situation in Nicaragua
in the first decade of this century. It is recalled to mind by an
article on the overprinted postage stamps of the era by Bernard
Davies writing in the September-October 1979 issue of The
London Philatelist.

He observes that at the time the Atlantic coastal department
of Nicaragua known as Departmento Zelaya (the Mosquito
Coast Reservation) was by far the richest area of the country
due to mining operations. Therefore the silver peso used there
was worth double the paper peso used in the rest of the country.
Taking advantage of the situation, people wishing to use the
mail services in Zelaya bought their stamps elsewhere at half
the cost, thus causing the poor country to lose much needed
revenue. To halt the practice the government in 1904 ordered
that stamps with a certain type of overprint would be valid
only in Zelaya, with the rest of the country using a different
type of control overprint. The situation continued until late
1912 when a gold currency was introduced throughout the
country.
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SPMC
LARRY ADAMS
PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN

969 Park Circle 	 Boone, Iowa 50036

You can help promote the Society of Paper Money
Collectors by convincing your collecting friends that they
can better enjoy their hobby if they belong to SPMC. Tell
them about our journal, library facilities, meetings and
fellowship. To help you pass the message along the
Society has an informative brochure; we'll be glad to send
you a handful, if you'll just write and ask us for some.

Write a letter today requesting some brochures to pass
out at your next meeting or show.


	A Listing of Native Sources for Foreign Banknotes

