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INTERESTING NOTES 'BOUT INTERESTING NOTES
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King Philip on note of Aquidneck Bank.

1980 Roger Durand

The Death of King Philip

The Son of Massasoit
In seventeenth century New England, the Indians

were friendly and tolerant of the white settlers. They
lived in peace and harmony, especially in the territory
of the Wampanoags. It was Massasoit, the Wampanoag
chief, who greeted the Pilgrims at Plymouth and for
more than forty years remained a good friend and ally.
This noble chief ruled wisely and justly and was liked by
all, especially the white settlers. His alliance with the
English was probably a form of self-protection for his
people. The Wampanoags were greatly reduced in size
and strength by a devastating plague and Massasoit
was forced by circumstances to subject his tribe
politically to the powerful, nearby Narragansetts.
Apparently he hoped to regain his lost prestige through
the help of the white man.

Three years after the founding of Providence in 1636,
Massasoit brought his two sons to the court at
Plymouth. Now, at this time the English had difficulty
pronoucing Indian names and they were fond of giving
English names to the Indians with whom they had
frequent dealings. The governor of Plymouth, as a token
of friendship, told Massasoit the history of the
renowned kings of England and gave the name of
Alexander, the great warrior of Asia, to Wamsutta, the
older son, and the name of Philip to Pometacom, the
younger son.

Commencement of Hostilities

After the death of Massasoit, his sons continued to
profess good will toward the English. Alexander was
the sachem of the Wampanoags and ruled as his father
did before him. The lands of the Indians were now
rapidly passing away from them to the newcomers, and
English settlements were springing up everywhere. The
powerful Narragansetts, upset with the happenings,
plotted to take some action to stem the tide of white
settlers. Alexander was suspected of being engaged
with the Narragansetts in a plot to unite the scattered,
disorganized tribes in New England. He was taken by
surprise and forcibly carried to Plymouth. There he was
harshly questioned and suffered other indignities
which, according to history, caused him to become ill
with a fever. Soon after he died. It must be understood,
that a chief made to suffer thus at the hands of so-called
friends caused such great embarrassment that he
probably did not want to recover. Another version of his
death states that he was poisoned. If so, the English
could have committed no more foolish act than this
because the result was one of the most ferocious wars in
the history of this country on a local scale.

With the death of Alexander, Philip became the
sachem of the Wampanoags and he was held in high
esteem, not only by his own tribesmen, but also by the
powerful Narragansetts. Strained but peaceful
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relations continued with the settlers for another nine
years until the English, fearful of an Indian uprising,
demanded the Indians sign various new treaties and
surrender all their weapons. Since the various tribes in
New England were already plotting against the
English, this act made the Indians' position untenable.
John Sassamon, an Indian loyal to the English, was
found in a pond with a broken neck, and three of Philip's
men were executed for the murder. Philip did not bother
to clear himself of implication in the affair as he was
busy recruiting any and all local Indians to his cause.

King Philip's War

When the first attack was made against the white
settlers, the Indians were well organized under the
leadership of Philip. The colonists were not well
prepared for fighting Indians, although trouble had
been anticipated for a long time. Small bands of colonial
militia were hastily organized and each unit chose its
own leader. The colonists suffered severely at the hands
of the merciless Indians who divided themselves into
numerous prowling bands and attacked the lonely farm
houses and small distant settlements, usually in the
dead of night, torching and massacring the
inhabitants. Occasionally, they gathered a force of as
many as two or three thousand and attacked some of the
larger towns.

Up until this time the Narragansetts were not
involved in the hostilities and were still maintaining a
disturbed peace with the settlers in the eastern part of
Rhode Island. Roger Williams was still looked upon as a
friend of the Indians and he tried to maintain peace in
the area. Immediately following the outbreak of
hostilities, Philip sent all the women, children and
elderly of his tribe to the sympathetic Narragansetts for
protection, and their chiefs obliged by feeding, clothing
and caring for them. The terrified colonists, fearing and
distrusting all Indians, demanded the surrender of all
fugitive Wampanoags from the Narragansetts. A
bounty of two coats for every prisoner and one coat for
every head was placed upon the Wampanoags and
furthermore the Narragansetts were required to wage
war against the Wampanoags, a term they were unable
to accept. The war now spread throughout the
Narragansett territory. Every house from Providence
to the ocean was burned to the ground with the exc-
eption of six stone houses that were continually manned
by a complement of colonial militia. The Narragansetts
controlled the entire countryside and few colonists
dared venture away from their protected areas.

In the fall of 1675, the United Colonies of New
England, a colonial militia consisting of men from
Plymouth, Massachusetts and Connecticut, declared
war on the Narragansetts. Governor Winslow of
Plymouth was in command. No Rhode Islander took
part in the warfare against the Narragansetts. After
several minor skirmishes with the Indians, the
following battle took place: Information obtained from
captured Indians led to the discovery of the main fort of
the Narragansetts. On a Sunday, a day when the
Puritans usually rested, a large force of troops
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Indian raid on settlers during the King Philip War.

surrounded the Indian fortress and after a vicious
battle, finally overran it. The victory-crazed colonists
shot hundreds of disarmed Indians in their tracks,
burned their wigwams and buildings, and then drove all
the women, children and elderly into the flames to be
consumed. The English had killed every living soul
within the enclosure that had been the stronghold of the
fierce Narragansett tribe.

With the conclusion of this slaughter, the
Narragansetts were never again a force to be reckoned
with as far as the Indians were concerned. King Philip's
greatest allies were destroyed and his downfall became
inevitable. From this point on, Philip became the
hunted rather than the hunter. His fortunes became
progressively worse; the most faithful of his followers
had perished and most of his confederates had
abandoned him.

The Death of King Philip

Captain Benjamin Church, a fierce Indian fighter,
and a large party of volunteers, while searching for
King Philip and any other hostile Indian for that
matter, happened, by a stroke of luck, to come across an
Indian traitor. He told the party of the location of
Philip's last stronghold in a swamp just south of Mount
Hope. By the time the militia reached the swamp,
darkness had set in. Plans were formed and by
midnight the swamp was surrounded. Philip's demise
was assured with the coming of dawn. Two circles of
troops were formed, the outer to annihilate any Indians
escaping from the inner circle, which closed until it
happened upon the first Indian sentry. After he sounded
an alarm, the colonists opened fire. Philip, exhausted by
days and nights of harassment, along with a few of his
faithful warriors, was completely surprised by the
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attack. The Indians fled in all directions only to be cut
down in the crossfire in the two circles.

An Indian deserter, called "Alderman" by the
English, after watching a colonist misfire his gun with
damp powder, shot Philip directly through the heart,
killing him instantly. Captain Church then called his
army together and informed them of the death of their
formidable foe. Shouts of exultation rang out in the
solitude of the forest again and again as the troops could
not contain their elation. The whole army then
advanced to the spot where the Wampanoag chief lay
gory in death. His body, as if it were an animal carcass,
was dragged through the swamp to dry land where
Captain Church then said, "Forasmuch as he has
caused many an Englishman's body to lie unburied and
rot above the ground, not one of his bones shall be bur-
ied." An old Indian executioner was then called to cut up
the body. Mouthing bitter taunts, he stood over the sa-
chem with his hatchet and cut off his head and quarter-
ed him. Philip had one remarkable hand which was
scarred by the explosion of a pistol. The hand was given
to Alderman, who shot him, as his share of the spoil.
Alderman preserved it in rum and carried it around the
country as a show, "and accordingly", said Captain
Church, "he got many a penny by it." The head of the ill-
fated chief was sent to Plymouth, where it was exposed
on a gibbet. The four quarters of the mangled body were
hung upon four trees and there they remained swinging
in the wind until the elements wasted them away. Thus
fell Pometacom, perhaps the most illustrious Indian on
the North American continent.

About the Note

This note was printed by the American Bank Note
Company shortly after it absorbed the firm of
Wellstood, Hanks, Hay and Whiting of New York.
Apparently the plate for this note was in serviceable
condition, so rather than engrave an entirely new plate
the American Bank Note Company added its A B Co
logo to the right of the central vignette while leaving the
imprint of Wellstood, Hanks, Hay and Whiting, New
York below the president's signature. The central
vignette of King Philip, to my knowledge, has not
appeared on any other bank note as of this writing,
although the engravers often used vignettes on other
notes when the appropriate opportunity presented
itself. The small vignette between the signatures is of
the Old Stone Mill, a historical monument which can
still be seen in Newport today. The vignette on the left is
of a horse and wagon containing a crate with the
inscription "Kinsleys Express" on its side. Note the
president's signature, Rugus B. Kinsley. Apparently a
little free advertisement was obtained by the use of this
note and a little vanity of the president was also
satisfied. A note such as this recalls a period in time
long forgotten except by an astute historian of the local
history in the Rhode Island area.
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Highlights of 1979
International Banknote Co.

Shareholders' Meeting
Edward Weitzen, president of Internatinal Banknote Co.,

parent of American Banknote Co., made the following
comments at the June 26, 1979 shareholders' annual meeting:

"...I am very pleased to report that we have entered into a
joint venture with the Bank of New Zealand for the
establishment of a complete bank note printing plant in
Whangarei, New Zeanland, to be operated by Bradbury-
Wilkinson. Construction is under way, equipment is being
built, and we expect this plant to be in operation in mid-1980.
We own 70%, and the Bank of New Zealand owns 30%, of this
new company."

"...You will recall that at last year's meeting, I mentioned
that we expected to receive an order for ten medium-size high-
speed automated currency processing machines from the
Federal Reserve System. We did receive the order, and two each
of these machines will be placed in five different Federal
Reserve Bank locations — New York, Philadelphia, St. Louis,
Minneapolis and Buffalo. We expect the first two machines to
be delivered in August of this year, and two per month
thereafter. These ten machines are being manufactured in the
United States. If these machines perform as well as we expect,
there should be a follow-on orders from the Federal Reserve as
well as from other Central Banks."

"...The expanding use of modern scientific achievement and
technology is being increasingly applied in many areas of the
graphic arts — in printing and photo-copying in particular.
These new developments afford increased opportunities for the
professional counterfeiter. This threat is real, and the need for
counter-measures and greater security features in currency is
being increasingly recognized by some governments and the
private sector throughout the world.

"We continue to spend substantial amounts of money and
energy in research and development to ensure our position of
leadership in this new world of the modern bank note. Our
activities go beyond design and printing and also include the
fields of ink and paper peculiar to bank notes. There are
exciting opportunities for our Company and our customers in
these fields as well, and we are making real progress. Much as I
would like to, I regret that I cannot go into greater detail, for
obvious security considerations. However, at the appropriate
time, we will announce the details of our proprietary
technology in printing, ink and paper and the application to
new security systems for the protection of currency and
currency-type products that can be used by Central Banks,
commercial banks and even by the girl at the check-out
counter."

Among the edited exceprts from the shareholders' discussion
was the following exchange between former SPMC President,
J. Roy Pennell, Jr., and Mr. Weitzen:

"Mr. Pennell: Mr. Chairman, I wish to thank you and the Com-
pany on behalf of the Society of Paper Money Collectors for
printing a very beautiful souvenir sheet for our Annual Meet-
ing in Memphis. I wish I had thought to bring a sample to
show the other shareholders. We certainly appreciate the
beautiful sheet, and we thank you very much."

"Mr. Weitzen: Thank you. Our shareholders will be interested
to know that Mr. Pennell is head of the Paper Money Collec-
tors of our Country. It is a very distinguished society and a
group with great expertise, and I am very grateful to you for
attending our Meeting today."
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