
The $1.00 Pittsfield Bank note showing the signature and portrait of Julius Rockwell.

Paper Money

$1.00 Agriculture Bank note with the signature of Thomas F. Plunkett.

Great-Grandfathers
By C. John Ferreri

The stories seem endless. During my travels
throughout New England I often turn up clues which
occasionally when put together jell into one piece of
solid information ... in this case the identification of a
portrait on the one dollar note of the Pittsfield Bank of
Pittsfield, Massachusetts.

While recently attending a meeting of the New
England Currency Club, I had occasion to be chatting
with a friend, Thomas Plunkett Rockwell. Tom is
currently serving as secretary/treasurer of this
organization. I had with me at the time some
Massachusetts obsolete notes and Tom was perusing
the lot when suddenly he spotted the Pittsfield note with

the signature of Julius Rockwell. The note bore a
portrait still unidentified (to me). Tom and I wondered if
this could possibly be his great-grandfather. Two weeks
later via the mail I was informed that it was. Included
with Tom's letter was a photostat of a picture of Julius
Rockwell bearing a striking resemblance to the
gentleman on the note.

The directors of the Pittsfield Bank must have been
proud to have portrayed on one of their notes a man with
such impressive credentials. Judge Julius Rockwell
(1805-1888), graduate of Yale 1826, also served as
speaker of the Massachusetts House of Representatives

(Continued on Page 28)
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In the past few years there has been a rapid increase
in the interest being shown in early stock certificates
and bonds — an interest which is well deserved. Such
documents are a valuable and important record of the
businesses and firms which issued them and are, for the
most part, magnigicent examples of the engraver's art.
Many were executed by the same banknote and security
printers who produced much of the world's currency and
postage stamps, and reflect the individual and national
styles of these printers. The documents usually depict
the basic interests of the issuing body — be that interest

Literature Review
by Paul T. Jung

Mexico, Morocco, Portugal, Sweden, Hungary and
Czechoslovakia. A well-written, seven-page afterword
(in English) titled "Introduction" gives a nice overview
of the subject. The captions for the illustrations are in
German. The work seems to have been published under
the auspices of the "Friends of Financial History," a
subsidiary of the distributor cited above.

To my knowledge, this is the first book of this type to
be released in the United States. Considering the
articles that have been appearing in the numismatic
weeklies, the increased number of dealer's ads for this
type of material, and the recent auctions devoted to
"scripophilic" items in Europe, I expect more will
follow. In view of the expense which must be incurred in
producing a work with this many high quality
reproductions in full color, the price is most reasonable.
Highly recommended.
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Please send literature for review to Paul T.
Jung, 174 Artillery Loop, Ft. Sam Houston,
TX 78234, or to the Editor.

railroads, mining, banking, shipping or whatever —
and have exceptionally well-designed vignettes
illustrating these interests. In many cases, they may be
the only remaining records of firms which long ago
faded into obscurity. Some of them have even been
signed by people who later became well known as
pioneers in the fields of commerce and finance. These,
and probably other reasons, are more than sufficient to
support the rising interest in this type of paper
ephemera.

The book at hand, although small in size, is a
beautifully produced work whose main purpose is to
present a careful selection of stock certificates and
bonds for the reader's visual delight and, at least in this
reviewer's case, to stimulate a desire to acquire a few
examples either as collateral material or as a start in a
whole new area of collecting. The documents are
displayed in true color under the following headings:
Transport (to include railways, trains, automobiles,
ships, ports, canals and aircraft), Mining companies,
Trade and Industry, Colonial Issues, Banks, Insurance
Companies, Miscellaneous Issues (to include zoos,
circuses, theatres and films and non-profit
organizations) and Bonds — subdivided into countries,
states/provinces, cities and municipalities. The
examples shown are from the U.S., Germany, England,
Greece, Italy, Austria, Russia, Spain, Switzerland,
China, Ethiopia, France, Brazil, Egypt, Netherlands,

from 1835 to 1837. He was chairman of the State Board
of Bank Commissioners, twice a Representative in
Congress (1844-52 and 1858-9), a United States Senator
1854-5, one of the founders of the Republican Party and

a candidate for the Governor of Massachusetts. He was
Judge of the Superior Court from its organization in
1859 until his retirement in 1886 at age 81. He was also
president of the Pittsfield National Bank (1868-1888).
and the Berkshire Savings Bank (1863-1888).

As if this find was not enough for one day's pleasure,
Tom also spotted a second Pittsfield note in my
collection bearing the presidential signature of a
Thomas F. Plunkett, (1804-1875), another of Tom's great
- grandfathers! This gentleman, I have learned, was
both an astute businessman and accomplished
financier. He was a director of the Agricultural Bank in
Pittsfield for 27 years and its president for five. He
became president of the Berkshire Life Insurance Co. in
1861. He served his state both as representative and
senator in the Democratic Party. His great-grandson,
(Tom's first cousin) Thomas Fitzpatrick Plunkett, at the
present is a vice-president of this same bank (now
named Multibank Corp.) but still referred to as the
"Aggie Bank".

Even though a syngraphist, Tom had no previous
knowledge of these notes being signed by two of his
great-grandparents. Tom's interests lie in areas other
than the state bank note issues, although I think that
now is changed.
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