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Canadian Scrip From —

"Bible Bill"
and His Tiny

Prosperity Tax Stamp
by Chuck Emery

(Editor's Note: The following article originally appeared
in the November 25, 1978 issue of the philatelic newspaper
Stamp Collector, of Albany, Oregon, and is reprinted here
by permission of its editor, Kenneth Wood. The author is
a Canadian living in Coquitlan, B.C., and furnished the
illustrations herein.)

A while back, I ran a general interest column on
revenues, and included in it a picture of various revenues,
including Canada's smallest — the 1i Alberta Prosperity
Tax Stamp (van Dam's #R40).

At the time, I asked why, if Alberta was so prosperous,
did it need to raise taxes by this means? Since then, a
number of collectors have asked for the answer, and so I
guess a bit of history is in order.

During the 1930s, Alberta was the one province in
Canada which was a fertile field for evangelical prophets.
Various preachers expounded the benefits of assorted
religions and gospels.

One of the more popular of that time was William
Aberhart, who mixed gospel, politics, and entertainment
in equal doses, until he discovered the evils of money and
our economic system.

"Bible Bill," as he was known, zeroed in on the scarcity
of money with a blast that still reverberates in our
politics today, and all the amateur experts followed him
as though he was the Pied Piper.

There were real problems with the economy. Money
was scarce, the stock market had dropped out of sight,
unemployment was high, bread lines were long, and the
price of wheat was down below the cost of production to
the point where farmers were going broke and defaulting
on their mortgages.

One of the signs of those times, due to the lack of
money to buy gas for cars, was a farmer's team hitched to
the family Ford Phaeton. Such a rig was nicknamed a
"Bennett Buggy," after the prime minister of the country
at the time, R.B. Bennett.

Bennett was elected on a platform of miracle cures for
the depression, and, of course the depression went from
bad to worse right in front of his eyes.

The only cure that worked was the eventual employ-
ment created by the outbreak of WWII.

By 1936, people in Alberta were wearing burlap and
eating gopher stew. Thus Aberhart had a readymade
audience for any scheme which had the remotest ray of

hope attached to it.
He had built up a strong enough following to win

himself an audience with Alberta's Premier Brownlee in
1934, and when Brownlee's provincial cabinet rejected his
rehashed social credit theories, the people rejected
Brownlee with a sweeping vote for Social Credit in
August 1935.

One of the schemes instituted in the summer of 1936
was the printing of "prosperity certificates" by the
government, in $1 and $5 values, and used by the
government as payment to contractors and employees for
anywhere up to half the amounts owed.

This was really scrip, and on the reverse were sufficient
squares to equal the face value, at a rate of per square.

Every Thursday, any merchant who had any scrip was
to apply one prosperity stamp on the back, thus filling
one square. The merchants purchased the necessary
stamps from the provincial government at the face value
of lth each, thus providing the government with a source
of revenue taxation to raise sufficient funds to redeem the
scrip when all the squares had been filled.

Such a scheme was probably doomed to failure, but
before it had a chance, the courts ruled it illegal, forcing
the government to redeem the certificates.

Shown in its actual size is Canada's smallest stamp, the Alberta
Prosperity Stamp.

Out of $360,000 worth issued, only $340,000 worth was
redeemed. It has always been accepted that the other
$20,000 worth was kept for souvenirs.

With that many certificates on the loose, you'd think a
little old revenuer like me would be able to buy one of each
value somewhere to stick in my album, but no such luck. I
have searched for one of these for many years, and to
date, haven't even seen one, let alone had the chance to
buy it.

I saw in van Dam's latest Revenews that he was
offering a quantity of used money orders at $5 each,
carrying various copies of the postal scrip and postal note
issues.

This must be a bargain, as while undoubtedly
thousands upon thousands of these money orders were
used, used forms are far from plentiful and in fact could
be considered reasonably scarce.

Presumably they were destroyed by the post office on a
continuous basis, as they were cashed in, thus creating
the shortage right from the time of use. If this were not
so, used copies would be as plentiful as any common
revenue on a canceled check.
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