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Paper Money

ELIZABETH II PORTRAITS ON
COMMONWEALTH

BANKNOTES
By Jerry Remick

No less than 16 different portraits of Queen Elizabeth
II appear on banknotes issued since 1935 by 27 British
Commonwealth countries, dependencies and associated
states. The notes make an interesting topical collection,
which can be built up by collecting one of each of the 16
types and their sub-varieties, all the different types from
each of the various countries, or all the denominations
from each country. Most of the 16 diffferent portrait
types are taken from photographs, with a few from paint-
ings.

At present 17 Commonwealth members, dependencies
and associated states are issuing banknotes showing 10
of the 16 portraits, and of these countries all but Canada
and Australia show the Queen on all their denominations.
Canada shows the Queen's portrait only on its 1, 2, 20 and
1,000 dollar notes, and Australia only on the dollar. Of
these 10 portraits, two are currently shown on the notes
of Canada, which still has an oversupply of the 1954
series 1,000 dollar note showing the young bareheaded
portrait of the Queen (Type 7); the other banknote de-
nominations show the mature bareheaded portrait (Type
14).

The 15 Commonwealth governments currently using
the Queen's portrait on all their banknote denominations
are: Bahamas, Belize (formerly British Honduras),
Bermuda, Cayman Islands, East Caribbean Currency
Authority (formerly British Caribbean Territories), Falk-
land Islands, Fiji, Gibraltar, Great Britain, Isle of Man,
Jersey, Mauritius, New Zealand, St. Helena, and Solomon
Islands.

Ten Commonwealth governments that formerly used
the Queen's portrait have replaced it in favor of a more
nationalistic design on their banknotes. They are: Ceylon,
Cyprus, East Africa, Hong Kong, Jamaica, Malaya and
British Borneo, Malta, Rhodesia (formerly Rhodesia and
Nyasaland and before that Southern Rhodesia), Sey-
chelles and Trinidad and Tobago.

SIXTEEN VARIED PORTRAITS

The 16 types into which I have divided the various por-
traits of Queen Elizabeth II that have appeared on Com-
monwealth banknotes are listed in order according to
their first date of issue. Under the tabulation for each
type of portrait, I have listed in chronological order coun-
tries which issued notes bearing that portrait, as well as
the countries still using it. The listing is somewhat sub-
jective, as some portraits are very similar and it is not
clear-cut in four cases whether they should be grouped
under the same type or separated. In these cases I have
divided them into subtypes under one of the types. The
subdivisions made under Type 3 are fairly minor and the

collector could easily eliminate them and count the five
variations as one type. The differences in the portraits
shown in the two subtypes for Types 9, 14 and 15 are
more pronounced.

TYPE 1: Bareheaded portrait of the then Princess
Elizabeth as a girl of eight years of age. At the time this
note was issued in 1935, her grandfather, George V, was
king of England and her bachelor uncle, Edward VIII,
was next in line to the throne. This was all to change a
year later with the death of George V, the abdication of
Edward VIII, and the accession to the throne of Eliza-
beth's father, George VI. First used by Canada in 1935 on
their 20 dollar banknote only. No longer being used.

TYPE 2: Young bareheaded profile portrait of the
Queen facing right. First used by Bermuda in 1952 and by
Cyprus in 1952 on its 5 shilling note only. No longer being
used.

TYPE 3: Young crowned portrait of the Queen showing
left side of face. I have subdivided this type into five sub-
types as there are slight differences in the engraver's in-
terpretation of the Queen's portrait which appears on the
right-hand side of the notes.
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SUBTYPE 3A: First used by British Honduras and
Hong Kong (on the 1 dollar note only) in 1952; British
Caribbean Territories and Fiji in 1953; Mauritius in 1954;
Southern Rhodesia in 1955; Cyprus in 1956 on all its
notes except the 5 shilling; Rhodesia and Nyasaland in
1956; Bermuda in 1957; and Belize in 1974. Still being
used by Belize.

SUBTYPE 3B: First used by Hong Kong in 1952 on its
1, 5, and 10 cent notes. No longer being used.

SUBTYPE 3C: First used by Bahamas in 1953. No
longer being used.

SUBTYPE 3D: First used by East Africa in 1953. No
longer being used.

SUBTYPE 3E: First used by Malaya and British
Borneo in 1955. No longer being used.

TYPE 4: Young portrait of the Queen wearing diamond
tiara. First used by Ceylon in 1952, and by the Bank of
Jamaica on undated notes bearing the inscription "LAW
1960". From a photograph by Dorothy Wilding. No long-
er being used.
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TYPE 5: Crowned "sculptured" profile of the Queen
facing left. First used by Australia in 1953 on the 1 pound
note. No longer being used.

TYPE 6: Young bareheaded profile portrait of the
Queen facing left. First used by the Seychelles in 1954,
and the Falkland Islands in 1960. Still being used by the
Falkland Islands, but new notes with a new portrait are
now under consideration.

Paper Money

TYPE 7: Young bareheaded portrait of the Queen wear-
ing gown and necklace. First used by Canada in 1954,
where it is still in use on the 1,000 dollar note until stocks
of this denomination are exhausted. On the first issue of
all denominations of these notes there is a variety of this
portrait known as the "Devil's Face" in which the light
areas in the hair behind the Queen's left ear give the effect
of a devil peering out. The "Devil's face" variety is really
not too apparent. The shading in the hair was later dark-
ened and the effect eliminated.

TYPE 8: Young bareheaded portrait of the Queen wear-
ing state robe. Taken from a portrait by Pietro Annigoni,
this to me is the most regal of all the portraits of the
Queen shown on Commonwealth banknotes. First used
by Malta in 1954; Fiji in 1960; the Isle of Man in 1961;
Jersey in 1963; Rhodesia and Trinidad & Tobago in 1964;
East Caribbean Currency Authority in 1965; and Mauriti-
us and the Seychelles in 1968. Still being used by Fiji,
Mauritius and East Caribbean Currency Authority.
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TYPE 9: Young crowned portrait of the Queen showing
right side of face. The face is slightly more detailed, less
round and more mature than that in Type 3. The portrait
appears on the left of the notes, and due to slight differ-
ences in facial characteristics I have made two subdivi-
sions:
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SUBTYPE 9A: Facial characteristics are more round

and less sharp than in those in 9B. First used by East
Africa in 1958 and by the Bahamas in 1965. Still being
used by the Bahamas.
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TYPE 11: Mature crowned portrait of the Queen wear-
ing dress and three-strand necklace. The portrait is simi-
lar to Type 10, but the Queen is looking more to the front.
First used by Great Britain on the 5 pound note in 1963,
and on the 10 pound note in 1964. No longer being used.

ONWEA 	 7PAL.1

SUBTYPE 9B: Facial characteristics sharper than
those in 9A, and head is turned slightly more to the left.
Used by Jamaica on their 5 pound note dated 4 July 1960.
No longer being used.

TYPE 10: Mature crowned portrait of the Queen wear-
ing sash and single-strand necklace. The portrait is simi-
lar to Type 3, but more mature. First used by Great Bri-
tian in 1960 on the 10 shilling and 1 pound notes. No long-
er being used.

,1C.C.M11

TYPE 12: Mature bareheaded portrait of the Queen
wearing state robe. First used by Australia in 1966 on its
1 dollar note only. Still being used on this denomination,
portraits of famous Australians are shown on the coun-
try's other current notes.

TYPE 13: Mature portrait of the Queen wearing tiara
and three-strand necklace. A most attractive portrait
taken from a photograph by Anthony Buckley. First used
by New Zealand in 1967; Bermuda in 1970; Cayman Is-
lands in 1972; Jersey in 1976; and Gibraltar in 1977 (notes
are dated 1975). Still being used by all these
governments.

AAS
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TYPE 14: Mature bareheaded portrait of the Queen
wearing dress and single strand necklace. The Queen's
hairstyle is identical on both subtypes but there are slight
differences in facial features.

SUBTYPE 14A: First used by Canada in 1969. Still
being used on the Canadian 1, 2, and 20 dollar notes.
Canadian Prime Ministers appear on the current 5, 10, 20,
50 and 100 dollar notes.
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SUBTYPE 14B: First used by the Solomon Islands in
1977. Still being used.

Paper Money

TYPE 15: Mature crowned portrait of the Queen wear-
ing state robe. The portraits in the two subtypes are very
similar but the robes differ.

SUBTYPE 15A; Robe hanging from shoulders anu
necklace. First used by Great Britain in 1970 on the 20
pound note and on the 10 pound note in 1975. Still being
used on both denominations.
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SUBTYPE 15B: Robe fastened at the throat. First
used by Great Britain in 1971 on the 5 pound note and in
1978 on the 1 pound note. Still being used on both de-
nominations.

TYPE 16: Mature bareheaded portrait of the Queen
wear sash. First used by the Isle of Man in 1972 and
St. Helena in 1975. Still being used by both these govern-
ments.
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WATERMARKS SHOWING
THE QUEEN'S PORTRAIT

Watermarks showing a portrait of the Queen appear on
banknotes of the British Caribbean which later became
The East Caribbean Currency Authority, Gibraltar and
Great Britain. They can be divided into four types:

TYPE 1: Young bareheaded portrait of the Queen fac-
ing to the right on the obverse side of the note. First used
by British Caribbean Territories in 1953. No longer being
used.

TYPE 2: Full-faced crowned portrait of the Queen.
First used by Great Britain in 1963 on the 10 pound note
and in 1970 on the 20 pound note. Still being used on the
20 pound note.

TYPE 3: Young crowned portrait of the Queen facing to
the right on the obverse side of the note. First used by
East Caribbean Currency Authority in 1965. Still being
used.

TYPE 4: Mature crowned portrait of the Queen facing
to the right on the obverse side of the note. First used by
Gibraltar in 1977 (notes are dated 1975). Still being used.

USE OF THE QUEEN'S PORTRAIT ON
BANKNOTES IN THE FUTURE

There are bound to be continual changes in future years
in those countries using the royal portrait on their bank-
notes. With increasing feelings of nationalism in Com-
monwealth countries, the Queen's portrait will gradually
be replaced with devices of a more nationalistic flavor.

On its current multicolored series of notes which com-
menced with the issuance of the 20 dollar note in 1969 fol-
lowed by the other denominations in subsequent years,
Canada replaced the Queen's portrait on its 5, 10, 50 and
100 dollar notes with portraits of four of the country's
former Prime Ministers.

In 1976, the Seychelles replaced the Queen's portrait
with one of James B. Mancham, the first president of the
Islands who was subsequently deposed. Mr. Mancham's
portrait will be dropped on Seychelles new issue of notes.

Trinidad and Tobago adopted the country's coat of
arms in 1977 to replace the Queen's portrait.

Mauritius, expected to become a republic in the near
future, will probably adopt a more nationalistic emblem.

Canada could well follow Australia's example of limit-
ing the Queen's portrait to the 1 dollar note.

To offset the loss of the Queen's portrait on Common-
wealth banknotes, former colonies, dependencies and
states issuing banknotes for the first time may possibly
use it. Such was the case in 1977 with the first banknotes
of the Solomon Islands and also Gibraltar, which finally
adopted the portrait of the Queen after having issued its
own banknotes without the royal portrait since 1914.

It is not known if newly-independent Tuvalu (formerly
the Ellice Islands) and the Gilbert Islands will use the
portraits of the Queen when they issue their own bank-
notes.

TOPICAL COLLECTIONS
The numismatist wishing to form a collection of bank-

notes showing the various portraits of the Queen should
not have too much difficulty. Fortunately there are com-
mon notes available in uncirculated condition for each of

the types listed in this article, and together they would
make a very interesting, varied and topical collection.
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The Unknown Factor

Dr. L. Miles Raisig, SPMC 5304, sends this addendum
to his letter on the notes illustrated in "The Unknown
Factor" which appeared in the September-October 1978
issue:

The "Shakspeare" note has yielded, after a determined
search, two clues well worth following to a conclusion.
There is noted in the U.S. Navy Department, Official
Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War
of the Rebellion, Series II, 1:504 (Washington, 1894-
1922), in the reporting of a Confederate legislative inquiry
into the fall of New Orleans to the Federals in 1862, that
the "Shakespeare (sic) Foundry" of that city was one cap-
able of supplying hardware to the C.S.S. Mississippi. And
John D. Winters, in his Civil War in Louisiana (Baton
Rouge, Louisiana State Univ. Press, 1963), notes that the
"Shakespeare (sic) Iron Works" was "another of the large
iron manufacturies to reconvert for war materials." (p.
61)

There is printed on the left end of the note what appears
indistinctly to be OFFICE MOBILE, likely a part of a re-
demption notice. No explanation is offered for the differ-
ence in spellings. The note is rare, and represented a real
challenge, for which I offer my thanks.

WARNING ON PRE-WORLD WAR II
GERMAN BONDS

Banking Circular No. 96 from John G. Heimann, ,U.S.
Comptroller of the Currency, dated Nov. 21, 1977, and
addressed to "Presidents of All National Banks, Federal
Reserve Board, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
and State Bank Supervisors" has come to hand. On its
subject — Pre-World II German Bonds — the memo
reads:

"This Office has been informed that bonds issued by
the Government of Germany between 1920 and 1945 have
been used as collateral for loans from banks in the United
States. The Justice Department advises that these bonds
are no longer redeemable without proof of ownership from
January 1, 1945 and are thus, in most cases, worthless.

"You are urged to exercise extreme caution in accept-
ing any of these bonds as collateral for loans . . ."
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