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Exonumia An Unusal Profit
Sharing Scrip

of Canadian Tire Corp.
by Robert H. Lloyd

From among the myriad of profit sharing coupons that
one encounters, it is most unusual to find one printed
from steel engraved plates on bank note paper.
Illustrated here are several of the emissions of scrip
issued by the Canadian Tire Corporation, Ltd., which
have been in use for a number of years.

Some of our readers may be familiar with the coupons
issued by the former United Cigar Stores Corporation
(later United Stores) that were given to tobacco buyers,
later with other types of merchandise. When buyers
redeemed their saved coupons, the scrip was retired and
cancelled. Several different colors of "safety paper" were
used, and the size of the coupon increased with the
denomination.

Today most trading companies concerned with profit
sharing as a sales promotion issue stamps and provide a
booklet or pamphlet in which to affix the saved stamps.
The well-known "green stamps" of the Sperry &
Hutchinson firm have been on the scene for years. When
one considers the cost of printing, it would seem more
sensible to issue a coupon that can be used over and over
again. Canadian Tire Corporation scrip on a durable
paper seems to be the ideal way to accomplish this
economy. Moreover, scrip can be counted like currency in
much less time than opening page after page of a booklet
to verify the count of stamps in several denominations.

The scrip of the Canadian Tire Corporation is meant to
circulate, and does so very well in view of several well-
worn pieces found. The bank note paper with the colored
spots gives protection against counterfeiting, and keyed
serial numbers help in preventing fraud. The nearly
uniform size makes for convenience and denominational
colors aid in ready recognition. All of the scrip has a black
ink face, with a background of delicate tracery in light
color.

Scrip shown in Figure 1 measures 68 by 128 mm, with
the frame and title engraved. A runaway tire is shown at
left, and the back is a map of Canada and a storefront.
The denomination is inserted by letterpress printing. In
the lower frame is "British American Bank Note
Company, Limited", while on the back the printer's name
with "Ottawa" added is below the frame. The scrip is
bilingual on face only.

The 54 has a greenish background, with gray-green
back. A red serial appears on the face, top center. The 254
has a lilac tint, lilac back, but the red serial on face is
centered.
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In Figure 2 the scrip measures 65 by 138 mm. The 50th
anniversary medal is shown at left, and the back design is
a large store front. Figures of value letterpress as in Fig.
1. The printer's name occurs only on the back, with
"Canada" added. Bilingual on face only.

The 3th scrip has a blue tint, light blue back, and two red
serial numbers at top.

In Figure 3 the scrip measures 66 by 140 mm., with the
smiling Scot at left and the denomination engraved in the
plate. The back has a ribbon badge as the central design,
with values in letterpress. The full name of the printing
firm is on back only. The scrip is bilingual on face only.

The 5e may have a green tint, but a light blue back
color. The serials in red are at top of back, "B5740954". A
later issue has a light green back, with serial block
"H2776774".

The 10e has a rose tint, salmon red back, two serials.
The 50e is pale brown in the tinting, brown back, two red
serials.

Figure 4 shows a rearrangement of title, less lettering
in the frame, with the smiling Scot at left. The back
carries the trade mark of the firm as a central theme. The
scrip now is bilingual on face and back. Denominations
are as in Figure 3, while the printer is below the frame on
back only as "Canadian Bank Note".

The 10th has the usual rose tint, dull rose on back, with
two red serials. The $1.00 has a gray background design,
with green back. The red serials are "FN0017273".

The Canadian Tire Corporation has been in existence
since 1922. The scrip is not given wide publicity, and the
details of the issue are a closely guarded secret. Officials
are reluctant to give out information. An agent, when
questioned as to how long the scrip has been in use,
remarked that he "had no idea". Written inquiries to the
firm are ignored.

In a day when numismatic items fall into the souvenir
class, being especially made for collectors, it is refreshing
to find a scrip that does real duty in the field of
commerce. It also makes an outlet for the hobbyist who
wishes a sideline. This article is submitted with that in
mind, and the hope that the collector of this exonumia
will further explore and add to our fund of knowlege.
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