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QUESTION: I have been collecting large size U.S. paper
money for approximately five years, and I can't figure
out why so many different colors were used for the Trea-
sury seal. Example: Legal Tender Notes — red, brown;
Silver Certificates — red, brown, blue; Treasury Notes —
red, brown.

I would appreciate it if you can give me any information
on these color changes. GT, Everett, MA.

ANSWER: The Treasury seal, which appears on all paper
currency issued by the U.S. government from 1862 to
date (with the exception of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd issues of
Fractional Currency) was adopted by the Treasury in
1789, after the ratification of the Constitution. During
this period of time, it has seen many size and color
changes, although the overall design has stayed basically
the same (with the exception of a major design change
that took place in 1968).

Seal color changes on the small size U.S. paper money
issues of 1928 to date were specifically used to be able to
differentiate, at a glance, what type of currency was cir-
culating at the time; i.e., U.S. Note — red seal; Silver Cer-
tificate — blue seal; Federal Reserve note — green seal,
etc.

Large size U.S. paper money also had many seal color
changes, but not for the same reasons as those for small
size paper money. Many issues, bearing the same series
dates, not only had two color changes but two size
changes as well (Example: Fr #130-147).

Very little information is available on the Treasury seal
itself. One popular opinion concerning these changes is
that the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, in trying new
printing inks, decided to use the seal and serial numbers
as test areas because they were small and did not require
as much ink as would be needed to ink the entire design.
On many issue, new engraving techniques and equipment
were experimented with, therefore accounting for the size.
and detail varieties found in many instances.

Any additional information on these seal color changes
would be greatly appreciated and published in this
column in a future issue.

QUESTION: I have an About Uncirculated $5.00
Educational note (Fr #268-270). On the reverse, a few silk
fibers protrude from the surface and form a sort of tassel.
The note does not appear to have been washed and is
quite sharp and crisp, flawed only by an inch-long center
fold which only shows on the reverse.

Does this "tassel" positively mean that this note has
been washed? Should I cut it off? DD, N. Hollywood, CA.

ANSWER: Usually, if a note is suspected of being doctor-
ed, the silk fibers (protruding or missing) are only one
give-away that the note may have been tampered with.
On a clean, crisp, bright high-grade note, like the one that
you have described, I would not feel that you have any-
thing to worry about. Washing would take a lot of
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"body" out of the note, leaving it not as crisp as it should
be for the grade and also would lightly fade the color and
brightness of the color.

Many large notes have fibers that protrude due to eith-
er the fiber or fibers being this way in the paper before
printing or maybe the surface of the note has come into
contact with something through the years that has caus-
ed the threads to be pulled slightly from the surface.

More than likely if the note has been washed, the iron-
ing that would have followed would have left the note sur-
face with a slight "glaze" from the heat of the iron. In
most cases where a note has been ironed, this glazw is
quite apparent when the note is viewed at an angle under
a bright light. If none of the above-mentioned characteris-
tics are present on the note in question, it would be my
guess that you have an original example.

I wouldn't suggest cutting the threads that do pro-
trude on the note, as collectors generally like the appeal of
owning "pristine" or "natural" examples of notes, pulled
fibers and all.

QUESTION: Recently a neighbor of mine came to my
house with a note that his wife had obtained at a local
bank at Christmastime. Upon examining the note, I
found that the reverse was entirely blank. The note is a
1977 FRN, $20.00 denomination, issued on the Federal
Reserve Bank of Cleveland, Ohio. Could you tell me a
little about the note and what happened to the other 31
notes on the sheet? EO, Buzzards Bay, MA.

ANSWER: While not a common occurrence, these "blank
reverse" notes do turn up every now and then in just
about every denomination and from almost every dis-
trict. There are several possible reasons why the "first
printing" did not occur on this note: (1) The sheet receiv-
ed the normal obverse printing but was not fed through
the press for the reverse printing. (2) During the printing
process, the printing plate did not engage in time in the
beginning of the sheet or maybe disengaged too soon at
the end of it. (3) Two sheets may have been fed through
the press together, leaving the underlying sheet blank.

It would be hard to tell where the other 31 notes on the
sheet went, but a good guess would be that they all enter-
ed circulation. If a blank reverse note was found by one of
the inspectors at the BEP, he would have more than like-
ly looked for the rest as this type of error occurs only on
sheets and not individual notes.

This type of error is quite spectacular in appearance
and is much sought after by error specialists and collec-
tors.

All questions will be answered honestly, accurately and
as expeditiously as possible. Personal replies will be
answered as long as S.A.S.E. is enclosed. Please send all
correspondence to: Terry Vavra, Box 51, Riverside, CA
92502.

Note: Do NOT send actual specimens of currency. Send
only photocopies. We cannot be responsible for your
material.
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