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Figure 1. 25ti note issued by the Florence Bridge Company of Georgia, March 10, 1840.

The
FLORENCE BRIDGE CO.

of Georgia 	 by GARY L. DOSTER

and Its Syngraphic Relics
In the early 1800s, there were few public bridges and

ferries owned and maintained by the State of Georgia.
Most were built by private citizens on their own land, by
groups of individuals who formed corporations, or con-
structed by towns which were located on major water-
ways. All charged tolls for passage. Permission to build
a bridge or ferry came by an act of the state legislature
which also set the amount of toll permitted. One such
bridge was located on the Chattahoochee River at
Florence, Georgia.

Florence was established after the Creek Indians burn-
ed the settlement of Roanoke in May, 1836. Roanoke had
been an important shipping point on the Chattahoochee
River for the citizens of Stewart County. When all danger
from the Indians had passed, a new site three miles up-
stream was selected and 27 prominent citizens formed a
group called the Florence Company for the purpose of lay-
ing out and building the town.

The town was officially incorporated by the Georgia
legislature in 1837, and as it prospered the need for a
bridge across the river into,Alabamalaecame increasingly
evident. As a result, the Florence Bridge Company was
incorporated by an act of the state legislature December
29, 1838. The bill authorized Alexander Burnett, Thomas
Gardner,  M.J. Lawrence, John D. Pitts, Samuel Thomp-
Idns, James B. Brown, A.P. Rood, and all the members of
the Florence Company to build a bridge across the Chat-
tahoochee River opposite or near the town of Florence.
Capital stock was to be $50,000, divided into shares of
$100 each, and could be increased to $75,000 if necessary
to complete the structure.

Its charter permitted the Florence Bridge Company to
charge the same toll rates as did the City of Columbus
about 35 miles upstream. Although no record could be
found of the exact amounts charged in COTniiibus, the
rates demanded by several other bridge owners in the



Table 1.

Some Toll Rates Charged by Various Private Bridge Owners in Georgia in 1838.

Stephen Mays' Bridge James Moore's Bridge Augustus Verdery's Bridge Joseph Collins, Jr.'s Bridge
across Etowah River across Little across Oustanalla River across Ohoopy (sic) River

in Cass County* Ohoopie (sic) River
between Macon and

in Floyd County in Tatnall County

Savannah

Roadwagon, team and 50e 37-1/2e loaded He 4 horse He
driver empty 37-1/2e 2 horse 25e

4 wheel pleasure carriage 25e 12-1/2e 50e
2 wheel pleasure carriage 25e ** 25e
Jersey or other light wagon 25e 12-1/2e 12-1/2¢
Horse or ox cart 25e 12-1/2e — — 12-1/2e
Horse and rider 12-1/2e 6-1/4e 12-1/2e 6-1/4e
Footman 6-1/4e 6-1/4e
Led or loose horse 6-1/4e 4e 6-1/4e 6-1/4e
each head cattle 3e — — 2e 2t
Each hog, sheep or goat le le 2e

* Cass County is no longer extant: bridge probably was located in what is now Bartow County.
** No rate given.
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state are offered in Table 1 for comparative purposes.
It is assumed that the tolls at Columbus and Florence
were similar. Figure 1 depicts a 25i note issued by the
Florence Bridge Company, March 10, 1840. Several other
denominations most likely were also issued but only one
other, a 50i note, is known. These notes were used to
make change at the toll booth and undoubtedly circulated
as currency and were accepted by local merchants. The
piece illustrated was made payable to A.P. Rood and
signed by A. Burnett as treasurer and H.W. Jernigan as
president. The imprint shows that it was printed by the
New England Bank Note Company, Boston. Scores of
toll-charging bridges and ferries operated throughout
Georgia in the early 18008 and although a number of
them probably issued scrip, such is known from only a
very few others.

The bridge served the community until 1846, at which
time it was destroyed by a flood. It was not rebuilt, and in
1848 permission was granted to Allen Hill to build and
operate a ferry near where the bridge was located. During
its more prosperous days the town attained a population
of 1500, but a number of factors were responsible for its
later decline, TO twat important single cause was the
coming of the ritilivad which crossed the river four miles
upstream, resulting in the building of the town of Om...ha.

Essentially none of the original settlement remains to-
day, it having been absorbed by surrounding farmland.
The site of the bridge is covered by waters of the Walter
F. George Reservoir.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:
Sincere appreciation is extended to Mr. Claud Murphy

for furnishing information and to Ms. Donna Wood for
typing.

REFERENCES
Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia passed in
Milledgeville November and December, 1837. P.L. Robinson,
State Printer, Milledgeville, 1838. Pp. 41-44 and 264.
Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia passed in
Milledgeville November and December1838. P.L. Robinson,
State Printer, Milledgeville, 1839. Pp. 4742.
Muscalus, John A. 1977. Album of Georgia Local Business
Notes.
43 pp. Historical Paper Money Research Institute, Box 187,
Bridgeport,Pa. 19405.
Terrill, Helen► Eliza, 195lialistory of 3t4twordgottsty, .Georgia.
Section I. Columbus Office Supply Company, Columbus,
Georgia. Pp. 293-299.


	The Florence Bridge Co. of Georgia

