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THE NIGHT OF THE
SALAMANDER*

August 25th, 1854 	
by C. John Ferreri
	 Waldoboro, Maine

The search for interesting sidelights of obsolete bank
note collecting goes on. Often times a historical event of
major or minor significance was to be recorded on the
back side of a handy note. The note pictured here, al-
though from the small seaport town of Rockport, Mass.,
evidently made its way to another seaport town in the
state of Maine and passed through the "fires of hell" as
related by the notation on the reverse. The notation
reads:

"This bill was deposited in one of Wilder's Salamander
Safes and passed through the great fire at Waldoboro,
Maine August 25th, 1854. Thirty-seven stores with their
contents, two banks (presumably the Medomak Bank and
Waldoboro Bank), Custom House, Post Office, hotel,
school house and many offices and mechanics shops to-
gether with a large number of dwelling houses were de-
stroyed."

Evidently the Salamander Safe was well named, as this
bill shows no trace of the ordeal it has passed through
that fateful night.

* A mythical animal able to endure fire without harm.

FERENC RAKOCZI II,
PRINCE OF TRANSYLVANIA

(Editor's Note: The following is one of a series of articles by a
Budapest paper money historian on national heroes depicted on
Hungary's paper currency. English is a second language for Dr.
Kupa and to preserve some of the flavor of the articles they have
been edited only to the point necessary for clarity to the majority
of readers.)

Portrait of Ference Rakoczi as it appears on 1920 50 Kronen note.

by Dr. Michael Kupa

In spring 1703, the leaders of the New Kuruts (national)
movement, called on Ferenc (Franz) Rakoczi to ask him to
lead the rising against the Hapsburgs. As it was his only
way out of exile, Rakoczi therefore accepted, and issued a
proclamation dated from Brezan in Poland, where he was
in exile, calling upon all orders and degrees of nobles and
the non-noble inhabitants of Hungary to defend the free-
dom of the nation against the Hapsburgs' tyranny.

Thousands of Hungarian, Ruthenian and Slovak pea-
sants massed under Rakoczi's flag which bore the words
CUM DEO PRO PATRIA ET LIBERTATE (With God
for Country and Freedom).

Rakoczi had to fight the War of Independence under ex-
tremely difficult economic conditions. The foreign powers
(France, England, Holland and Germany) did not give
him financial support; therefore Sandor Karolyi, com-
mander-in-chief of the Kuruts Army — against Rakoczi's
wishes — made peace with the Hapsburgs in 1711 at
Szatmar.

Rakoczi's portrait appears on the state-note of 50
Crowns (Kronen) dated 1 January 1920 (Pick-62). It was
engraved by a Hungarian graphist Ferenc Helbing from a
painting by Adam Manyoki. The portrait also appears on
the notes of the Hungarian National Bank of 50 Pengo
dated 1 March 1926 (P-92) and again 5 April 1945 (P-110),
both portraits being engraved by Helbing.

Other notes on which Rakoczi appears are the 50
Florins (Forint) dated 1 September 1951 (P-153), 3
September 1965 (P-164) and 30 June 1969 (P-168), engrav-
ed by Endre Horvath and Istvan Reck.

The notes of Pengo and Forint denominations were
printed by the Hungarian Note Printing Office in Buda-
pest.
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