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Minot Bank
Issues

Souvenir Notes
by Forrest W. Daniel

When the First National Bank In Minot, North Dakota,
dedicated its new building in the fall of 1976, it issued two
souvenir notes in similitude of the old state bank notes of
the 19th Century. The non-negotiable $2 and $5 notes were
given to patrons and others who attended the bank's grand
opening in November.

The notes are numbered and throughout the following
year numbers were drawn and holders of the souvenir notes
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with the matching numbers were able to exchange them for
portable stereo sets, weather barometers or other
merchandise gifts.

The central design of the $2 note exemplifies the
agricultural implements and produce of the Souris River
area where Minot is a principal market. Set on a broad
pedestal is an urn with a design representing the livestock
industry and a cover topped by a sheaf of wheat and a
sickle. The urn is surrounded by a cornucopia of vegetables
and fruit on the left and wheat and corn on the right; along
with a plow, harrow and hand tools. The rural background
scene is similar to vignettes on bank notes of the pre-Civil
War days. Counters occupy the four corners with an
allegory of Justice at the right. The design is borderless and
printed with maroon ink on blue 60-pound offset
parchment paper.

A steam locomotive and train of cars is the central
feature of the $5 note issued by the First National Bank.
Again the vignette is appropriate since Minot has been an
important railroad division point since its earliest days.
The city is on the main lines of both the Great Northern
and Soo Line railroads, with the Great Northern's Surrey
Cutoff junction just a few miles east of the city. Counters
appear in three corners of the $5 note which has a narrow
border and is printed with orange ink on ancient gold 60-
pound offset parchment paper.

The notes have a regular obligation statement, date, and
reproductions of the signatures of Thomas Stockert,
cashier, and G.M. Johnson, president—everything which
would make them negotiable if they did not carry the
words "NON-NEGOTIABLE" on both the front and back.
The back also has the statement, "This bill is an
advertisement. It has not monetary value." The obligation,
date, number and signatures are printed in black on both
designs.

The backs of the bills are printed the same color as the
front, the central design is a line drawing of the new bank
building and parking lot with the name and address below.
Denomination numerals appear in each corner. The
negotiability disclaimers on the back are printed in black in
the lower corners.

The bills were designed by bank personnel using stock
designs. While the notes were printed three to the sheet all
of the notes have the position letter A, unlike the engraved
notes printed by the bank note companies which would
have carried the letters A, B and C. Position on the sheet
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may be determined, however, by the letter "y" in the word
monetary in the disclaimer on the back of the note. The
descending stroke is round on the bottom note, flattened
on the center note and completely missing from the top
note of the specimen sheets examined.

The notes were printed by offset lithography by Lowe
and Larson Printing, Minot. Ten thousand of the $2 and
5,000 of $5 denomination were printed and distributed
during the opening. A very limited supply remained
available from the bank.

An earlier First National Bank was chartered in Minot in
April, 1889; but it was placed in receivership in April 1896
and has no connection with this bank.

The present bank began business as the Great Northern
Bank on September 1, 1897, with Joseph Roach, president.
It became the Second National Bank of Minot and received
charter No. 6429 in September, 1902. The bank's earliest
National Currency notes carry the date August 29, 1902.
Red seal notes of the third charter period were printed
from 10-10-10-20 and 50-100 plates, and plain back blue
seal notes were printed only in the lower denominations.

The bank's name was changed to First National Bank In
Minot on July 20, 1926, and plain back blue seal notes of
$10 and $20 were printed until the small size Type 1 $10
and $20 notes replaced them in 1929.

Another change of name became effective on January
29, 1930, and Types 1 and 2 $10 and $20 notes were issued
under the title First National Bank & Trust Company In
Minot until another named change on December 5, 1933,
returned the earlier name First National Bank In Minot,
which the institution still carries. Only Type 2 $10 and $20
notes were issued after this change; but since the name
became the same as it had been earlier when Type 1 notes
were issued, the gap in the period of issue is not apparent to
collectors. Only 20 of the Type 2 $20 notes were issued
into circulation.

SOURCES:
National Banks of the Note Issuing Period, 1863-1935, by

Louis Van Belkum
First National Bank In Minot, Minot, North Dakota

This note of the Second National Bank was issued near the
end of the 1902-1908 period and has the signatures of
Henry Byorum, cashier, and R.E. Barron, president. Barron
succeeded Joseph Roach as president of the bank in 1914
and served until 1940.
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