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Iran's Israeli
two by All Kafy

hundred
rial note

Early in 1975 the Central Bank of Iran issued new
200-Rial bank notes (about $1.70 U.S.) with a back design
containing in the background several six-pointed stars,
similar to the Hebrew Star of David. Soon after, these notes
were withdrawn from circulation in total secrecy and a year
later—early in 1976—new 200-Rial bills were introduced,
differing in only two respects: The signature of Bank
Markazi's Chief Director was changed to reflect a change in
that office; and, in place of the six-pointed stars, the stars
on the new notes were of a 12-pointed variety.

This interesting episode arose out of the Iranian
authorities' extreme sensitivity towards revelations of any
links between their nation and the state of Israel. Though
Iran carries on extensive trade with Israel—the only OPEC
nation selling oil to Israel—and the Israeli secret police
MOSSAD has trained the Iranian SAVAK (security force),
the Iranian authorities always condemn Israel in public and
take the Arab or Palestinian side in international matters.

Obviously it was felt that the Iranian notes with the Star
of David would discredit the government with the largely
Moslem population of Iran and the rest of the Arab world.
Whether, considering these circumstances, the original
design of the bill was produced by accident or conspiracy is

itself an interesting question.
Soon after the withdrawal of the bills with the

six-pointed stars was begun, the Iranian Jews noticed the
connection and started hoarding those few which could still
be found in public hands. Then, a general scramble was set
off for the "Israeli bills". The Iranian government's attempt
to quietly replace the offending note with a similar design
in hopes the public would take no notice was thus a failure.

Originally about 60 series of the bills with six-pointed
stars were printed. Of these, only the first and second series
were circulated. The rest were taken from the Central
Bank's vaults and burned.

Today, it is estimated there are perhaps 1,000 to 2,000
of the Star of David bills in the hands of collectors. Most of
them are brand new and can still be bought for about 300
Rials on the "black market" in Iran, still quite cheap
because most people do not realize fully the significance of
this incident. But, the set of rare circumstances which have
produced this paper money curiosity are unlikely to repeat
themselves anywhere else in the world.

Surely then, the Iranian 200-Rial notes with the
six-pointed stars constitute a rare collectors' item
internationally.
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