
The American Indian was
commemorated on the Series 1899 $5
Silver Certificate. The note was
produced by the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing from Fiscal year 1900 to
fiscal year 1926 (except for the fiscal
years 1919 and 1920 when no
impressions of the note were made) in
which time 566,054,000 of them were
delivered to the U.S. Treasury vaults.

The 1899 $5 Silver Certificate is
one of the most popular designs
collected by syngraphists. During its
quarter-century of production, 11
signature combinations of the Register
of the Treasury and the Treasurer of
the United States appeared on the
note. The two rarest signature
combinations with regard to
production are those of William S.
Elliott-John Burke; and James C.
Napier-Carmi A. Thompson.

Elliott and Burke were in office
together from November 21, 1919 to
January 5, 1921. The note was not
produced for the fiscal year 1920,
which left approximately eight months
of production for their signature
combination. The entire production
for the fiscal year 1921 was 7,100,000
notes, thus leaving a figure less than
this with their signature combination.

Napier and Thompson were in
office together from November 22,
1912 to March 31, 1913. They
account for about four months of the
production of the fiscal year 1913.
Production that year was 24,312,000,
with only a fraction of that amount
coming off the presses with their
signature combination.

Throughout America's frontier
history the "Native-American" was
popularly described on the one hand
as heathen and savage, and on the
other as proud and noble. Actually
such sensationalistic terminology does
not give us an accurate picture of the
American Indian. Dedicated
archeologists, anthropologists, and
historians, however, have endeavored
to portray the Indian in a more

humanistic and scholarly light.
Although the religions of various

Native-American peoples attribute the
creation of their people from the soil
of North America, geology and
archeology tells us a different story.
Estimates vary as to the exact date,
but around 40,000 B.C. people began
migrating across the Bering Straight
and onto the Alaskan land mass. The
peopling of the Americas took
hundreds of years: Successive waves of
people flowed southward following
their food source, or were driven by
catastrophe or curiosity.

The migrating societies brought
with them a rich variety of cultures
which adapted to the environments of
North America. The extent of the
knowledge that they brought with
them compared to that gained by the
impact of the North American
environments is food for thought;
nevertheless, archeologists have
documented civilizations that once
flourished within what is now the
Southeastern United States whose
accomplishments were indeed
impressive.

The first white colonial settlers to
cross the Appalachians and move into
the Ohio River Valley discovered the
remnants of an ancient Indian
civilization. To their astonishment
they found huge earthworks,

sometimes rising 70 feet, constructed
in the shapes of birds, humans,
serpents, and other intricate designs.
These architechtural achievements
were so astonishing that American
settlers refused to believe that Indians
had built them. Instead, the
earthworks were attributed to
survivors of Atlantis, or the
descendants of Phoenicians or
Egyptians.

Actually these monuments had
been built by the ancestors of the
Creeks, Choctaws, and Natchez. By
the dawn of Christianity their culture
was flourishing and had reached a high
level of cultural development.
Southern Ohio, for example, contains
some ten thousand mounds used as
burial sites and approximately one
thousand earth-walled enclosures. One
enclosure had a circumference of
nearly four miles, enclosing an area of
about one hundred acres. Found
within the burial mounds were an
assortment of exotic items: Finely
crafted ornaments, weapons, and
breastplates made from copper nuggets
from the Great Lakes region;
ceremonial blades cut from obsidian
from rock formations in Yellowstone
National Park; decorative objects cut
from sheets of mica from the southern
Appalachians; and personal ornaments
made from shark and alligator teeth
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and shells from the Gulf of Mexico.
Known to archeologists and

anthropologists as the Hopewell
people, they were the finest
metalworkers of all prehistoric
Indians. They fashioned intricate
ornaments from copper and meteoric
iron with precision tools that they
invented. Silver and gold was
sometimes used as a decorative metal,
but it still has not been determined
from where they obtained these
precious metals.

The Hopewell people decorated and
dressed themselves second to none by
European standards. They wore fine
furs, robes, skins that had been
expertly tanned, and finely woven
cloth. Men and women wore copper
and silver earspools, and around their
necks were draped necklaces of pearls,
animal teeth or bone beads. And all of
this was topped off with ornaments
made from copper, mica, shell, bone,
or wood.

The Hopewell workers who
fashioned the metal, carved the wood
and bone, worked the precious stone,
and crossed the continent to obtain
these treasured items were members
of their respective guilds. These guilds
were the first craft unions in America!

For unknown reasons this culture
began to decline circa 500 A.D. To the
west, however, another culture was
developing. It appears that some of
their knowledge was borrowed from
their declining neighbors to the east—
they based their culture on intensive
agriculture, employed the vast trade
network, and excelled in largescale
architecture.

The center of the civilization,
known as Cahokia, was located on the
Illinois side of the Mississippi River,
six miles east of St. Louis, and its
power spread from Wisconsin to
Louisiana and from Oklahoma to
Tennessee. Over an area of six states
they left the remains of myriad
pyramids with flat tops. The largest
pyramid was one hundred feet in

height at the time of construction, and
had a base of approximately sixteen
acres—the base of the Great Pyarmid
of Egypt is smaller. In fact the
Cahokia construction is the largest
prehistoric earthwork in the world.

Cahokia was America's first
metropolis. This urban center
supported a population of 30,000
people and traded with a large portion
of the continent. Built between 900
and 1000 A.D., Cahokia had
"clustered housing, markets, specialists
in toolmaking, hide dressing, potting,
jewelry-making, weaving and
salt-making."

The importance of Hopewell and
Cahokia in Indian history is analogous
to the roles played by Egypt, Greece
and Rome in influencing European
history. Cahokian culture, and their
Hopewell neighbors to the east,
influenced Indian societies from Nova
Scotia to Florida by passing on arts

and crafts techniques and the science
of agriculture, and influenced the
economies of societies throughout the
continent via the support of a massive
trade network.

Of course Hopewell and Cahokia
were not responsible for all trade
networks in North America, but their
large, concentrated populations, and
high consumption rate lent it great
support. Other societies, such as the
Anasazi of the southwest, and the
Chinook of the northwest, were also
responsible for discovering and
maintaining trading networks.

Regardless of who used the trade
route, one thing remained a constant:
All routes followed water. The greatest
trade route was the Mississippi River
and its many navigable tributaries. In
the Great Lakes region the Indians
used birth bark canoes, which were
light enough to be carried by one man
between rivers, and large enough to
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carry a substantial load. The Indians of 	 so did the Indians. Commodities and right hand order was reversed, with the
the Pacific northwest used large craft

	 items used as standards of value and thumb signifying six. The traders
that could carry a number of persons 	 mediums of exchange varied from rarely kept records, but occasionally a
and a sizable cargo, and employed the 	 culture to culture. Certain California mark was made on a skin to indicate
Columbia River as their highway. In 	 cultures used bird scalps as a standard the number and value of items in the
California small canoes and rafts were 	 of value and medium of exchange, transaction.
utlized. Even trade routes across the 	 while other areas of the continent a 	 Thus, when Europeans arrived to
huge prairies and deserts, although 	 basket filled with a staple, or strings explore 	 North 	 America	 they
traversed on foot, and sometimes with 	 of shells of certain lengths and quality encountered Indian cultures which
dogs carrying the cargo, followed 	 served as standards. 	 were not "primitive" when compared
streams or waterholes. A constant 	 to their own. Anthropologist Nancy 0.
supply of water for the trader was 	 The quantity and exchange value of Laurie has pointed out that at the time
essential for survival. 	 the item to be traded was shown on of European contact there were more

	

There were literally thousands of 	 the hands. Usually the left hand was similarities 	 between Indian and
"consumer items" traded from coast- 	 used—the little finger signifying the 	 European cultures than differences.
to-coast	 between 	 hundreds 	 of 	 number one, and the thumb five: the Although the American Indians were
societies, 	 which	 scientists	 now 	 causes of European immigration to the not in the iron age as were the
estimate totaled population of ten 	 "new world". 	 Europeans, they had discovered by the
million at the time of European 	 The Indians may have sown the 15th Century the reciprocating two-
contact. A few of the traded items 	 seeds of their own demise by hand drill, the bow and strap drill, and
were: Eating utensils, purses, face 	 introducting to the European such

	 the continuous-motion spindle. They
paint, cotton garments, awls, drills, 	 staples as potatoes, corn, sweet were at the dawn of the machine age.
flutes, and—sounding like items from 	 potatoes, various squashes, and many 	 When European colonization of
the Neiman-Marcus department store— 	 varieties of beans. The eminent America began, the myriad Indian
were dice made from bone and beaver 	 anthropologist Harold E. Driver stated societies 	 quickly 	 incorporated
teeth, snake oil, dolls, exotic laxatives, 	 that "It took centuries to domesticate 	 European products, such as the
and for the discriminating consumer, 	 a plant to the point of high yield of fishhook, kettle, iron trap, needles and
skunk perfume! 	 nourishing food, and if the Indians had 	 guns, into their cultures. Likewise, the

	

With such an array of trade items, 	 not achieved...it is doubtful if Europeans elevated their knowledge
and the many peoples involved in 	 Europeans 	 would 	 ever	 have of agriculture by learning to grow
commerce, it would appear that 	 accomplished it. They would almost what the Indians farmed. The foods of
communication would have been a 	 certainly have devoted their attention American Indian origin, brought back
problem. This was not the case, 	 ti improving rice, wheat, and other and raised in Europe, were a crucial
however. Intertribal trade languages 	 plants familiar to them and would not factor in aiding Europe's population
were used with great efficiency: On 	 have 	 recognized the nutritional explosion, which is one of the direct
the northern Great Plains sign language 	 potential of the scrubby wild relatives
was used, it was so comprehensive that 	 of the American domesticates." 	 The man in the vignette is Running
people could discuss any subject of

	
Of course not all Indian societies 	 Antelope of the Hunkpapa, a division

interest; in the southwestern Great 	 relied on agriculture for subsistance. A 	 of the Teton Dakota. The vignette was
Plains the spoken language was prime example of this is the Dakota 	 engraved at the Bureau of Engraving
Comanche; the peoples of the 	 (meaning "allies" in their language) of 	 and Printing during November of 1899
southeast used the so-called Mobilian 	 the norther Great Plains, who relied on 	 by George F.C. Smillie.
trade language which was a form of the buffalo for their staple. Known 	 Because of the romance attached to
Choctaw; and in the Pacific northwest popularly by the misnomer "Sioux", 	 the Dakota, and the fact that the
Chinook was spoken. 	 they	 called 	 themselves 	 Ocheti

	 Hunkpapa and Miniconjou Dakota

	

One obvious thing missing from 	 Shakwin, which means "the seven 	 were the last Indians to fall under the
intertribal commerce was a standard 	 council fires", and accounts for the 	 bullets of the U.S. Army, it is little
unit of exchange, or currency. But just 	 seven main divisions of their people: 	 wonder, and more than fitting that
as modern nations overcome this Teton; 	 Mdewkanton; 	 Wahpeton; Running Antelope was chosen to
problem by figuring out what the Wahpekute; Sisseton; Yankton; and 	 represent the American Indian on our
exchange ratio is between currencies, 	 Yanktonai. 	 paper currency.


