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Original Sword-in-hand note engraved and printed by Paul Revere. In four issues, the note would be altered several times to
reflect the growing independence of the Massachusetts Colony.

Patriotic Pride of
ass I

Cal chusetts Pic.tper Money
By Virgil Culler

The guns on Bunker's Hill were again silent; Boston
was still occupied by the British and the Massachusetts
Bay Colony was in most desperate need of money.

In accordance with the directions of the Continental
Congress, the people of Massachusetts chose at their town
meetings the representatives for a new Assembly.

Boston patriots, who were scattered because of the
British occupation of the city, gathered at Concord to
choose their representatives. These and others met at
Cambridge and on July 19. 1775, the Provincial Congress
was dissolved forever and a new House of Representa-
tives and Council—the General Court—created.

bills of credit. On July 27, an appointed committee
favored the emission with denominations set from one
to forty shillings.

Another committee appointed Aug. 1 was to procure
paper for the bills which were to be printed in type.
However, on Aug. 4, it was voted that the bills should
be printed from engraved copper plates and that Paul
Revere be contracted to engrave the plates and print the
notes.

The Committee of Safety had recommended that the
Provincial Congress provide for an issue of £100,000 of

When the General Court of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony assembled, an Act was passed on Aug. 23, 1775,
to authorize the issue of £100,000 in paper money. This
issue came to be known as the "Sword-in-hand" notes
because it was specified that each note have on the back
the figure of an American "Minuteman" with a sword
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in his right hand, and the following inscription, "ense
petit placidam sub libertate quietam," which translates
to "He seeks by the sword calm repose under the aus-
pices of freedom." In the Minuteman's left hand is a
scroll with the words "Magna Charta." Around the
figure is the patriotic expression "Issued in defence of
American Liberty."

The Act authorizing the issue provided for 16 denomi-
nations: 1, 2, 2/6, 4, 5, 6, 7/6, 8, 10, 11, 12, 17, 20, 24,
30 and 40 shillings with a printing of 10,000 notes of
each denomination. Forty percent of the issue was to
be redeemable on Aug. 18, 1778, with 30 percent re-
deemable Aug. 18, 1779 and the remainder on Aug. 18,
1780. Measurements of four inches tall by three inches
wide were specified for the notes. A tax was to be levied
to provide funds for the redemption of the notes when
they came due.

On Aug. 23, the House appointed a committee to at-
tend Revere while he was printing and to take charge
of the plates when the job was done.

Joseph Wheeler, Daniel Hopkins, Ebenezer Sayer and
William Story, along with others that might be added
later, were appointed to sign and number the notes. Any
three of the signers were originally required for each
note. It was also specified that one of the signers should
use red ink, another, blue ink, and the third, black. Later
the same day, Thomas Plympton was appointed to re-
place Story as a signer. The following day Joseph
Cushing was chosen to replace Daniel Hopkins.

When the House reconvened on Sept. 22, it was or-
dered that the first thousand notes of lower denomina-
tions (1 to 8 shillings) could be validated by the signa-
tures of any two of the committee and the remaining
9,000 notes of each denomination, by just one signer.
Since 4,000 of the bills from 10 through 40 shillings
had already been signed by three committeemen, the
6,000 remaining notes were to be signed by only two
of the committee. James Prescott was added to the
committee.

A letter in the Massachusetts Archives written by Paul
Revere on Dec. 8, 1775, and sent to the House, reads
as follows: "I the subscriber agree to engrave the plates
and make the necessary alterations in the same, and
print the number of bills the Honble House of Represtas
shall order, for the sum of one penny half penny old
tenor, each bill and finde the paper, and all the mate-
rials, the paper to be equal to the last emission. As the
alteration & engraving will not be quite as much work
as the last, I agree to allow thirty shillings L. money out
of the whole."

Revere went on to add that his last purchase of paper
for note printing had cost him $6 a "rheem" rather than
the $4 expected, and that he had paid this extra charge
out of his own pocket.

On Dec. 8, 1775, the House passed a resolve agreeing
to Revere's terms and directing the plates to be delivered
to him.

Much time and effort was spent in the next six weeks
in finding members who could afford the time to sign
the new bills. Appointed were: Joseph Wheeler, Abner
Morgan. Daniel Hopkins, Joseph Batchelder, William
Pynchon, Dummer Sewall, Thomas Rice and Benjamin
Ely.

Bills from eight pence to seven shillings were to re-
ceive one signature, while notes from 10 to 48 shillings
were to be signed by any two members, one in black
and the other in red.

On Jan. 24, 1776, the House authorized payment of
£81-16-8 to Paul Revere for his work.

A third issue of Sword-in-hand notes was dated Sept.
17, 1776. In all £50,004 in denominations of 10. 14, 16,
22, 28, 36, 42 and 48 shillings was issued, with 4,630
of each produced.

The House-appointed committee again obtained from
Henry Gardner, treasurer, the printing plates. Revere
was ordered to alter the plates, substituting the word
"State" in place of "Colony," along with the redating.
For this third printing, the printer raised his charge to
two pence per note.

On Sept. 16, a committee consisting of John Murray,
John Bliss, Thomas Cook, Abraham Fuller, Jonas Dix,
Jonathan Brown, John Lewis and Henry Hill was author-
ized to sign and number the new issue. Later the same
day, Aaron Davis and Ichabod Goodwin were substituted
for Fuller and Bliss. Any two men could sign any of
the notes.

On Oct. 29, 1776, an act was passed authorizing the
final issue of Sword-in-hand notes. They were to be
dated Nov. 17, 1776. The issue was for £50,004 and
to be printed from the altered original copper plates
by Paul Revere.

Chosen to number and sign were: John Dix, Jonathan
Brown, Ichabod Goodwin, Israel Hubbard, William
Drew, Ezra Sergeant and Joseph Noyes. However, on
Dec. 6, a new act provided for an additional issue of
£20,034 making a total of £70,038 or 6,485 notes of
each of denomination, those to be identical to the
September issue.

The 24-shilling note illustrated with this article is
one of the original 4,000 notes signed by three commit-
teemen. It bears the Aug. 18, 1778, due date and the
signatures of Joseph Wheeler in vivid blue, Joseph Cush-
ing in red and Thomas Plympton in black.

On Oct. 17, 1775, Paul Revere submitted his bill for
the note-printing; 160,000 notes at 1 1/2 pence each for
a total of £113-6-8. An order was passed that day for
the removal of the completed notes and the plates from
Revere's shop and three days later the House resolved to
pay Revere for his printing services.

More currency was soon needed by the Colony for its
public debts. On Dec. 22, 1775, an act was passed by
the General Court authorizing a £75,000 issue of bills of
credit to be dated Dec. 7, 1775. Copper plates were
again specified with denominations changed as follows:
8 pence, 1/4, 1/6, 2/8, 3, 3/4, 4/6, 7, 10, 14, 16, 22, 28,
36, 42 and 48 shillings. There were to be 6,250 notes
printed of each denomination; 40 percent to be redeem-
able Dec. 7, 1781; 30 percent on Dec. 7, 1782 and the
remainder on Dec. 7, 1783. The notes were to be of
the same design as the previous issue. (Continued on Page 294)



4838 Ronald Senghusch, 311 State St., Edwardsville, Ill. 'C Errors
62025

4839 Corbett B. Davis, 2604 Westhamton, S.W., Roanoke,
Va. 24015

C Paper money of Virginia

4840 Charles Lawler, 218 U.S. Rte. 46, Mine Hill, Dover,
N.J. 07801

4841 Larry W. Booth, P.O. Box 1991, Roanoke, Va. 24009 C/D Virginia Nationals, Large type notes, ob-
solete 	 notes

Re-Instated Members

33 Raymond C. Rennick, 217 Tea House Dr., Natrona 4008 Norm Seward, 1825 Colonial Ave., Waco, Tx. 76707
Heights, Pa. 15065 	 3749 C. L. Taylor, Rt. #1, Box 265A, Gulf Breeze, Fl.

1735 V. Harold Stamps, P.O. Box 385, Fort Valley, Ga. 32561

2931
31030	 2282

Dr. Gastone Soliner, Lagernstrasse 21, 8037 Zu-
rich, Switzerland

D. F. Wehrley, 6835 W. Wisconsin Ave., Wauwa-
tosa, Wis. 43213

4311 Philip Newman, M.D., 1046 So. Orange Ave.,
Short Hills, N.J. 07078

Name Correction

4583 Paul W. Koslof ski, 120 Graceland Court, Decatur,
II. 62526

Zip Code Corrections

3540 W. H. Seiler, 5515 Hewitt Dr., Houston, Tx. 77092 4790 Gerold 0. Warner, R.D. #3, Troy, Pa. 16947
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The plates were again altered, changing the words
"Magna Charta" on the scroll, to "Independence," and
the date to Nov. 17, 1776.

On Dec. 7, Joseph Henderson, Dummer Jewett, Thomas
Ivers, Nehemiah Abbot, Ezra Sergeant, Henderson
Inches, Jonathan Hastings, Jr., and David Cheever were
selected to sign and number, any pair of them thus
validating the notes. Three days later, Nathan Adams
and Nathaniel Barber replaced Inches and Henderson.
Barber was later replaced by George Partridge.

The Nov. 17, 1776, issue and all bills of six shillings
and over of prior issues were called in for exchange by
an act of Oct. 13, 1777, and were to become unredeem-
able after Jan. 1, 1778. The redemption date was suc-
cessively advanced to Dec. 1, 1778, by acts of Dec. 13,
1777, and June 4, 1778.

An act was passed by the General Court on Oct. 13,
1778, providing for the redemption of all notes of less
than six shillings. Notes were to be redeemed before
March 1, 1779, but that date was later extended to
June 1, 1780.

Heavy redemption accounts for the extreme scarcity
of the Paul Revere patriotic Sword-in-hand notes today.
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WISMER OBSOLETE NOTE PROJECT

Since the last announcement of the status of this very
important project, there have been a few changes.

Joint researchers for listing for the Maryland notes
and scrip are: John B. Henry, 702 Benfield Road,
Severna Park, Md., 21146, and Armand Shank, Jr., Box
233, Lutherville, Md. 21093. Anyone interested in as-
sisting them with note descriptions or other pertinent
data, please contact either of them, or write Richard T.
Hoober, Box 196, Newfoundland, Pa. 18445, co-ordina-
tor for the Wismer Project for all state listings.

Hoober would like to hear from persons who might
like to assist researchers in other states. Also needed
are researchers for New York, plus other states.

Manuscripts for the notes of Indiana, Maine and
New Jersey, are soon to be published. A good indica-
tion of the excellent progress being made, as was re-
ported by Mr. George W. Wait, during the recent SPMC
meeting in New York.
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