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ew York's

First
rre

Printer
MONG the numerous landmarks in lower Manhattan,
one that has a great deal of interest for syngraphists
s at 81 Pearl Street. Every day hundreds of people

working in or visiting the New York financial district walk
along this narrow street and probably never notice the
bronze plaque placed on the face of this landmark in 1893
by the New York Historical Society. At the time, the
Society paid homage to the first printer in the state by
commemorating the zooth anniversary of the introduction
of printing to colonial New York.

Along these narrow streets, typical of such colonial cities
as New York, Boston and Philadelphia, there are still a
few buildings occupied by city dwellers. In 1709 (a date
which will prove important to us), the hogs roaming
through the streets disrupted traffic. The colonial residents
and their livestock gave way to a lively, sometimes frenetic,
way of life centering around the financial district which now
dominates original downtown New York.

New York City can claim quite a few firsts, but those
attributed to William Bradford are of special interest to
the collector and student of American colonial paper money.
William Bradford, born in Leicestershire, England on May
20, 1663, served as an apprentice to Andrew Sowle, chief
London Quaker printer. Bradford embraced the religion
of his master and on occasion must have also embraced
Elizabeth Sowle, his master's daughter, for they were
married on April 28, 1685.

The young couple came to America that same year and

lived in Philadelphia and Oxford Township, where William
Bradford set up printing offices. In his first publication,
"Kalendarium Pennsilvaniense, or America's Messenger;
Being an Almanack for the Year of Grace 1686," Samuel
Atkins, the author, dubbed William Penn as "Lord Penn."
The young printer was not only reprimanded by the Quakers
for his part in this lack of respect, but was advised not to
print anything about the sect without the consent of the
Quaker Council. Nevertheless, in 1689, Bradford was again
reprimanded, this time by Governor Blackwell, for printing
Penn's Charter. (It is not clear why this was considered
an offense.) The harassment from both religious and civil
leaders was too much for Bradford, so he and his wife
left the land of freedom and returned to England.

By GENE HESSLER

At least two other colonial printers were silenced before
William Bradford decided to return to England. In 1643,
Stephen Daye, the first printer in Massachusetts, was placed
under a bond of hoo by the General Court; later, in 1682,
the first printer in Virginia (supposedly William Nutlead)
was silenced.

Notwithstanding, the Pennsylvania Quakers needed a good
of £40 per year. Upon his return to Pennsylvania in the
printer and recalled William Bradford in 1690 for a salary
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5 shilling note, printed by William Bradford, with inverted "d"
in fifth line.

same year, Bradford and William Rittinghuysen established
the first paper mill in English America at Roxborough
Paper-Mill Run, Pennsylvania, and subsequently Bradford
resumed his chosen profession of printer. It was not long
before the Quakers stopped the rebel press. Bradford was
arrested and all his equipment was confiscated by the
sheriff for printing the "Appeal from the Twenty-eight
Judges" by John Keith. Keith was the founder of the
"Christian Quakers," whose beliefs were in conflict with the
Quaker establishment in Pennsylvania. A jury was unable
to agree on the charge, and the perturbed printer was freed
and his property returned to him.

About this time, Frances Lovelace, second Governor of
New York, expressed a desire to have a printer. The New
York Provincial Council passed the following resolution:
"March 23, 1693, Resolved in Council, That if a Printer
will come and settle in the city of New-York for the print-
ing of our Acts of Assembly and Publick Papers, he shall
be allowed the sum of £40 current money of New-York
per annum for his salary and have the benefit of his print-
ing besides what serves the public." William Bradford
applied and was accepted as the "Printer to King William
and Queen Mary."

In New York, he printed documents and religious pam-
phlets without censure. The first effort from his press was

probably "An Act for raising six Thousand Pound[s] for
the payment of three Hundred Volunteers and their Officers
to be employed in the Reinforcement of the Frontier's of
this Province at Albany," in 1693. Later, in the same year,
Bradford began to print the "Votes" of the Assembly, the
earliest legislative proceedings in America.

The list of printing firsts for William Bradford grows
with the first drama written in English America, Androboros
(Man Eater [in] Fools Town) in three acts by Hunter
Roberts (1714); the first American Book of Common
Prayer (1718) ; the first history of New York (1727); and,
what interests us most, the first New York currency in
May of 1709. Three other colonies issued their own paper
money later in 1709: New Jersey in June (also printed by
Bradford), Connecticut in July, and New Hampshire in
December. Only two colonies issued paper money before
New York: Massachusetts in 1690 to back an expedition
into Canada to fight the French, and South Carolina in
1703 to pay for the expedition against the Spanish in Florida.

The first emission of New York currency (totaling
i.5,000) was in five denominations: 5, to, 20 and 40 shillings
and is; the notes were all printed in sheets of four with
blank backs. One-half of the total 5 shilling issue had an
inverted "d" in the word "and." (See the fifth line of text
on the illustrated note.) Four different signatures appear
on the notes dated 1709: Johannes DePeyster, Robert
Lurting, Lawrence Reade and Robert Walter. Of the four,
Johannes DePeyster, who served as mayor of New York
in 1698 when the population was less than 400o, is recognized
immediately, being a descendent of another Johannes
DePeyster, one of the earliest Dutch settlers who came to
New Amsterdam when the city had fewer than 800 people.
(Incidentally, the name was changed to New York in 1664.)
It is interesting to note that the Dutch province of New
Netherland (New York City, Long Island and parts of
Connecticut) was purchased for the equivalent of $24.
Now it would be difficult to rent office space in downtown
Manhattan at $24 per square foot. But we must return
to William Bradford, the first printer in New York.

There are more firsts to add to his accomplishments.
From 1703 to 1733, Bradford served as official printer to
neighboring New Jersey. In 1730, he prepared the first
copperplate plan of New York, called "Lynne's Survey."
In 1725, he founded the New York Gazette, the first news-
paper in New York; it was printed at 6o Beaver Street.
By 1726 the paper had been expanded to four pages, or
one full sheet of foolscap. In 1893, the New York Historical
Society also recognized this address as a landmark by
placing a bronze plaque on the building which now occupies
this site. The building is the old Cotton Exchange; the
plaque is located on the far side of the building facing
Hanover Square.

In 1723, two years before the New York Gazette was
first published, William Bradford interviewed a young man
seeking employment as a printer. The youth later wrote
in his biography, "I found myself in New York, near 300
miles from Home [Boston], a boy of but 17, without the
least recommendation to, or knowledge of, any person in
the place and with very little money in my pocket . . . I
offer'd my services to the printer of the place, old Mr.
William Bradford . . . He could give me no employment
... having ... help enough already...." Old Mr. Bradford

Five Shiiliags.T His Indented Bill of Five
,ct ue from the Colony

of New-York to the Porfersor there-
of, (hail be in equal to Money,
anp (h dl be accordin -1y accepted by
the Treat urer of this colony, for the
time being, in all publick Payments,
and for any Funl at any time in the
Treafury. Dated, New-York 3 I if
of May, T709- by order of the Lit ut.
Governour, Council and General
Afsembly of the Paid Colony.



(Courtesy of The New York Public Library)

In 1903, Dodd Mead & Company prepared this plate as a tribute to William Bradford and his many accomplish-
ments. The satanic figure emerging from the egg probably symbolizes the first "printer's devil," the name usually
applied to a printer's helper.
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Plaque at 81 Pearl Street

advised the young man, Benjamin Franklin, to go to Phila-
delphia.

There is no indication that William Bradford felt
restricted in his work in New York; however, as a govern-
ment printer, he could not print anything which opposed
government policy. Therefore a second newspaper, the
New York Journal, was started on November 5, 1733 by
John Peter Zenger, who had been apprenticed to Bradford
for eight years. Council member Rip Van Dam had views
he wished to see in print, so he gave the Journal his financial
support.

In 1735, Zenger was arrested for attacking the establish-
ment with the printed word. He had also printed satires
and verbal caricatures of Royal Governor William Cosby,
his Council and friends. At least three lawyers were con-
sidered as attorneys to handle Zenger's case, but martyrdom
was not their cup of tea. At the last moment, the most
famous lawyer in the colonies, Andrew Hamilton came
forth to champion freedom of speech. On August 4, 1 735,
John Peter Zenger was acquitted. Embedded in the pave-
ment in front of Federal Hall in New York City is a
plaque placed there in 1958 by Sigma Delta Chi, National
Professional Journalistic Fraternity, which recognized this
momentous date. Years after both Zenger and Hamilton
had died, Gouverneur Morris wrote, "The trial of Zenger
was the germ of American freedom—the morning star of
that liberty which subsequently revolutionized America."
Zenger's acquittal was the world's first victory for freedom
of the press.

William Bradford had retired in 1742 at the age of 8o,
but the Gazette was continued until November 19, 1744
by James Parker, his apprentice and successor. Parker also
printed New York's currency between October 20, 1739
and April 15, 1758. With the exception of the December
10, 1737 issue printed by Zenger (the same year he was
appointed public printer), William Bradford printed all of
the New York currency until the October 20, 1739 emission.

Plaque at Hanover Square
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Bradford's grave marker at Trinity Church
	

Plaque in sidewalk at Federal Hall

At the time of his death on May 23, 1752, Bradford was
living with his son in New York City. Bradford's wife
Elizabeth died in 1731 at the age of 68 years. At a later
date, which is unknown to me, William Bradford married
a widow, Cornelia Smith, who must have succumbed before
he had retired and moved in with his son. Near his first
wife, Elizabeth, and many famous early Americans, Brad-
ford was buried at Trinity Church where he had served as
vestryman from 1703 to 1710. On the marker at his grave,
which was restored in 1862, the year of his birth appears
as I66o. All other sources give 1663, so we can only
assume the stone-cutter mistook an eroded "3" to be a "o."

Many of the works printed by William Bradford can
be found in the Lenox Library, a division of the New
York Public Library, the New York Historical Society,
the Pennsylvania Historical Society and the Library Com-
pany of Philadelphia. Examples of the New York and New
jersey currency which he printed are in the hands of

fortunate collectors.

William Bradford lived to be 89, an age not reached by
many in the mid-18th century. He was ”. . . a Man of
great Sobriety and Industry; a real Friend to the Poor and
Needy; and kind and affable to all . . . his Temperance
was exceedingly conspicuous, and he was almost a Stranger
to sickness all his life." These are the words of James
Parker, the apprentice and successor to the first printer
in New York.
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