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New Line-Intaglio Rotary Currency Press at the Bureau
By GEORGE W. BRETT

WHOLE NO. 63

The first of the new two-plate monocolor intaglio currency
presses at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. View from
the delivery end, with the feeding end at far left. To one
side at the back is the tiered stack of three paper wiping rolls.

(Editor's Note: The author, Mr. Brett, is new to the
pages of PAPER MONEY but he is a recognized authority
on the production of the Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing and has written extensively on the philatelic appli-
cations of it. He is Chairman Emeritus of the Bureau
Issues Association and SPMC member 3336.)

r HE first of four new currency presses was accepted
  by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing on Feb.

11, 1976, following the successful completion of
its acceptance trials. This new type press is called the
"Two-Plate Monocolor Intaglio Press" by the Bureau.
[t is a somewhat modified version, as we understand it,
of the American Bank Note Company's Magna Press.
Three additional similar presses are to be delivered
during 1976. In size they are 47' 3" long, 8' 5" high,
9' 11" wide, and each weighs 60 1/2 tons.

The presses will use two curved plates of 32-subjects
each and will operate at speeds in excess of 8,000 impres-
sions (or sheets) per hour. When completely set up, the
four presses will be operated in tandem; that is, one to
print backs, the other faces, making two such pairings
altogether.

These presses have a high-speed feeder that will handle
a pile of 10,000 sheets at a time. Actually the system
allows the printers to stack 10,000 sheets in a reserve pile
while another 10,000-sheet load is being printed. The
Bureau says, "As the first load of 10,000 sheets nears
completion, the second load is moved upward in the
feeder until the first load is sitting on top of the second
load. When the feeder feeds the last sheet of the first
load, the first sheet of the second load is in position to
he fed as if it were part of the first load." This can

(The used rolls will stack up on the other side of the press
in the same way.) 	 The printing unit is the major "block"
a little to left of center. 	 Photograph by courtesy of the

Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

continue indefinitely. However, the Bureau requires that
the press be stopped after each 20,000 sheets to verify
the count. This procedure is primarily a press register
and load check and may not take as much as five
minutes.

The press is equipped with two delivery receivers
which provide the capability of stacking all sheets printed
from one plate in one delivery pile, and the sheets from
the other plate in the other pile. These receivers are
expected to help the currency examiners.

"The wiping system uses three paper wipers. The
wipers reciprocate in a fixed position. After the engraved
plates are charged with ink, the plate cylinder continues
to rotate, making contact with each of the three wipers
which remove the surface ink from the plates, but do
not disturb the ink in the engraved lines," says the
Bureau. These new presses are so designed that it is
not necessary to stop them to remove used wiper rolls
or to add new ones; the design is such as to permit this
to be performed safely while the presses continue to
produce at operational speed.

The present currency plate format will not be changed
for use on these new presses and the notes printed by
them will be indistinguishable from those printed on
the Bureau's other presses.

Though it may be quite some time, the Bureau expects
to eventually be able to go to a water-wiping system
in place of the paper-wiping method. These new presses
have been designed accordingly to permit the ready
removal of the paper-wiping system when that day
arrives.
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With the addition of this new press the Bureau now
has three different kinds of currency presses in operation:

1. The old 1-plate De La Rocs.

2. The 4-plate Gioris. (They have these in one basic
design but in three versions through successive revisions;
the main difference to the uninitiated is probably a little
more speed in each version.)

3. The 2-plate modified American Bank Note Magnas.

Some of the Giori presses have been used for postage
stamps and food coupons when needed, but otherwise
the product of all of them has been currency, using the
32-subject plate format. They are all sheetfed, single-
color presses, printing by the dry process.

Our thanks to the Bureau for being able to present this
information.

It's in the Books —
Excerpts from

Dye's Counterfeit Detector, July, 1884 Edition

Donated to SPMC Library by
Morey Perlmutter

New Counterfeit $10 Silver Certificate Series of 1880

The Secret Service Division of the
Treasury Department has received
advices that this new counterfeit has
appeared in the West. It is supposed
to have been printed from a wood cut,
and is an inferior counterfeit, but
may deceive those who handle money

very rapidly without examination. It
is signed G. W. Schofield, Register,
and Jas. Gilfillan, Treasurer, and the
counterfeit is somewhat shorter than
the genuine note. The paper is in-
ferior, and sometimes composed of
two thin layers with the silk parallel

lines and fibre placed between them.
On the back of bill, near the top, from
this portion of a sentence "and all
public dues, and when so received may
be reissued" the word "all" is entirely
omitted, and the words "when so" are
tied together as one word.

0:010 0:040:* 020 040 0$0.$0:0$0:0:0 0 0:0:04.040:040:0 040t* * O 0. Ot* 0:0 0          

WANTED: RARE LARGE-SIZE NOTES
We require RARE large-size notes in any grade; type notes in CU only (no Federals, please), in $1 through $100

denominations.

We a!so need all grades large-size NATIONAL BANK NOTES, mainly FIRST CHARTER $1, $2 and $5; SECCOND CHARTER

brownback $5s, and THIRD CHARTER RED SEALS $5, $10 and $20.

TOP DEALER PRICES PAID FOR REQUIRED MATERIAL.

We also pay top dealer prices for required "AMERICANA" WESTERN, INDIAN & TERRITORIAL items of mid-1840s to

early 1900s ONLY, such as: broadsides, Gold Rush, Pony Express and Wells, Fargo memorabilia; documents, letters, coins,

photos, law badges, signs, frontier artifacts, bars, books, autographs, checks, bonds, certificates, drafts, covers, Indian artifacts
of all types (no current jewelry), pre-1898 firearms, etc. (No "Wells Fargo" buckles or reproductions of any kind, please.

WRITE or CALL (collect) first and describe what you have to offer.

As dealers, we also have on hand a fine selection of notes and Western collateral for sale. Your inquiries are respectfully

solicited.

M. PERLMUTTER
P. 0. BOX 476, NEWTON CTR., MA. 02159

Phone: 1-617 332-6119

Specializing in U. S. LARGE paper currency, Series 1861-1923, and Western "Americana."

Researchers, Dealers and Appraisers. Contributors to the leading publications and trends

in the field of U. S. paper money. Members of SPMC (948), ANA, ANS, PMCM, CCRT

and other leading syngraphic, numismatic, exonumistic and philatelic organizations.
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