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Military Payment Certificates/Allied Military Currency
Are They U. S. Paper Money?

By CARLTON "FRED" SCHWAN

TRACTIONAL currency, Silver Certificates, Treasury
Certificates, Nationals, Confederates, Gold Certi-
ficates, bonds, checks, Continentals, food coupons

and more are all rightly recognized as being part and
parcel of the U.S. paper money field. There is another
area in which the author is very interested which is not
as well accepted as being part of U.S. paper money—
Military Currency.

To be sure, so-called Hawaii and North African dollars
are recognized as U.S. paper money by collectors but
this is largely because they are also Silver Certificates
and Federal Reserve Notes. There are two major types
of Military Currency which in the author's view are
an absolutely integral part of U.S. paper money.

Examples of Military Payment Certificates

First we will discuss the most obvious example and
one which has been gaining acceptance. Military Pay-
ment Certificates (IVIPCs) , first conceived and issued in
1946, have been used by millions of U.S. citizens serving
abroad with the armed forces since that year. They
were printed in the U.S. either by the Bureau of Engrav-
ing and Printing or under its direction. Their use was,
with minor exceptions, restricted to U.S. personnel; the
federal government paid its employees in MPCs which
circulated much as U.S. currency. True, MPCs are not
and never were intended to be U.S. currency. All issues
are now valueless (intrinsically) and were never legal
tender "for all debts public and private." However, the
MPC was the day-to-day medium of exchange for mil-
lions of Americans. While MPCs have been listed in

specialty catalogs since at least 1960, they were not
generally recognized as part of the U.S. paper money
scene until Neil Shafer included them in the fifth edition
of A Guidebook of Modern U.S. Currency. Since that
time they have also been listed in Gene Hessler's The
Comprehensive Catalog of U.S. Paper Money and now
have been included in the most authoritative of all "small
currency" books, Chuck O'Donnell's The Standard Hand-
book of Modern United States Paper Money. Inclusion
in these catalogs would seem to assure acceptance of the
MPC as U.S. paper money.

The "Standard Handbook" however, went one step
further than the others in recognizing a field whose ties
to U.S. paper money are not as immediately obvious as
those of MPCs. Allied Military Currency (AMC) is
listed in detail in the "Handbook." In the author's
opinion, there is no question that AMC has a rightful
place in the field of U.S. paper money; it was used during
and after World War II by millions of Americans ser-
ving abroad. It was their money for daily transactions.

An example of Allied Military Currency

As opposed to MPC, AMC was not issued by the United
States, its use was not restricted to U.S. personnel, and
it was not denominated in dollars. These are reasons
for not including AMC as a U.S. issue. The reasons
for including AMC, however, are more compelling.

AMC was conceived, prepared, issued and controlled
under the authority of the Allies, although the U.S. was
the most active participant in each of these phases. The
Soviet Union and England participated in the printing
of the marks and schillings, respectively, but the U.S.
actually did the vast majority of the printing. The U.S.
was the only Ally to use all of the issues. The most
important reason for including AMC as part of U.S.
syngraphics is that millions of Americans participated in
its daily use. Again, the U.S. sanctioned that use by
using it to pay its employees.

All of the above is not to say that AMC and MPC are
not also a part of the syngraphic history of other
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countries. Many other well-established U.S. issues also
are part of the syngraphic history of another country.

Neither is the above meant to dictate what one should
include in a collection or area of interest. as that is a
highly personal matter. The thesis is that Military Pay-
ment Certificates and Allied Military Currency are an
integral part of U.S. paper money and should be con-
sidered as such.

Finally, the opportunity must be seized to keep a foot
in the door and say that AMC and MPC are not the only
issues once considered "foreign" (as opposed to U.S.)
which should be classified as U.S. paper money. Several
examples come to mind but they will wait for another
time. Perhaps there is a so-called "purist" reader who
would care to offer an opposing point of view?

Sir Moses Haim Montefiore--
"Lover of Zion"

Portrayed on new Israeli Note

By FRANZ FRANKL

Y THE end of the 18th century, the European
powers had become interested in Ottoman Palestine
as a bridge to safeguard their interests in the Far

East and Australasia (as it was called then). Napoleon,
before becoming Consul, captured Egypt in 1798, moved
on the Palestine in 1799, bypassed Jerusalem, and tried
to storm Acre (the cannonballs still can be seen on the
dome there). The British Navy came to the rescue of
Turkey; Napoleon withdrew.

In 1831, Mohammed Ali, Pasha of Egypt, revolted
against the Sultan. His army under the command of his
son Ibrahim captured Palestine, Jerusalem (which was
not the seat of government) and the rest of Syria. In
1838, during the rule of Ibrahim, the first consulates
were opened in Jerusalem by Britain. followed by France,
Prussia, Austria and Spain. The Russian consulate in
Beyruth sent an agent to Jerusalem. The consuls were
given special rights such as running their own postal
services, but most important, they had the right to extend
their protection to certain minorities, much to the benefit
of the Jewish inhabitants of Jerusalem.

During this period, Sir Moses Montefiore became as-
sociated in London with the Rothschilds and made a
fortune on the stock exchange. In 1821, at the age of 36,
he retired from business and devoted himself to securing
political and civil emancipation for the English Jews.
As president of the Board of Deputies of British Jews,
he battled discrimination against Jews in the rest of
Europe. His whole life was devoted to Jewish philan-
thropy.

Sir Moses Montefiore visited his beloved Zion (Jeru-
salem) for the first time in 1835. At that time everyone

lived within the walls of the old city; the gates were
closed by night. In 1855, Sir Moses, on one of his seven
visits to the Holy Land, stopped off in Constantinople to
see the Sultan, who granted him the right to acquire land
and build on it outside the walls of Jerusalem. He also
got the right to repair the Tomb of Rachel in Bethlehem.
Sir Moses was one of the first to erect buildings outside
the city wall and also founded a hospital and a school
for girls.

So it is befitting that on the obverse of the new note,
the head of Sir Moses Montefi ore is shown against the
city wall, while on the reverse a gate and the wall are
shown from the outside. The windmill to the right of
the philanthropist's head on the obverse was built in
1857. It still stands on a small hill to the south of the
King David Hotel, with a breathtaking view of the walled
old city as a background. The head of the mill was
blown off in 1948 by a Jordanian shell.

Sir Moses Montefiore made his last trip to Zion in 1875
when he was 91 years old. In Eastern Europe the Jews
were living under horrible conditions. victims of per-
secutions that raged in Russia and Rumania. "Return
to Zion" and "Love of Zion" outpoured in prose and
poems. In 1881, the first Aliyah of the Chovevei Zion
started. The elderly, unfit for hard work, settled in
Jerusalem; the young pioneers went to clear the swamps.
Under the Russians, Socialists and Jews were persecuted
side by side, and so many of the new settlers were
Socialists. Theodore Herzl published Der Judenstaat (The
Jewish State) in 1896; at the insistence of students from
Eastern Europe, Herzl convened the First Zionist Con-
gress in 1897. Thus out of the "Love for Zion" modern
Zionism was born.
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