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SPMC Bicentennial Feature

Members of the Continental Congress
Who Signed Continental Currency

By JOSEPH R. LASSER

ART of the charisma of collecting Continental and
Colonial currency stems from their written signa-
tures. Autographs of some signers of the Declara-

tion of Independence, the Constitution and other major
American documents are found on the bills, plus gover-
nors, generals, merchants, ministers, farmers, and of
course, many Tories. An extraordinarily wide range of
personalities affixed their names to these "bits of history."

It was, however, not until the publication of Early
Paper Money of America by Eric P. Newman in 1967
that a truly comprehensive view became available of the
scope of the signatures encompassed by paper money
of the colonial period, thereby making possible mean-
ingful efforts to identify the host of signers.

Not surprisingly, there are instances where the numis-
matic fraternity has erred in identifying the signers of
hills and, by repetition, the inaccuracies have become
accepted as fact. Some errors stem from the long-
honored custom of passing both a given name and a
surname from one generation to another. Most often
names are passed from father to son, leading to the use
of senior (Sr.) and junior (Jr.). but if a son drops the
identification "Jr." upon the death of his father, an
accurate attribution can become a problem for a re-
searcher two hundred years later. The possibility of
confusion becomes more pronounced if neither father nor
son has used the suffix "Sr." or "Jr.", and a more exotic
twist is added when identical names are carried by an
uncle and nephew or two cousins.

On occasion, a name may skip one or more gener-
ations, with a child being named in honor of an ancestor.
The inventor, Thomas Edison, bore the name of an
ancestral uncle, a minor functionary on the staff of the
Continental Congress. By plea and petition, the first
Thomas Edison secured the freedom of his imprisoned
aged Tory uncle, so that he could end his days in peace,
and a later generation of Edisons acknowledged its
gratitude.

Some identification puzzles do not stem from family
genealogies. Common surnames such as Smith, the use
of amanuenses to sign minor documents, signatures
employing only initials rather than full given names,
and archaic and illegible handwriting are some of the
additional obstacles.

In microcosm, the Continental Currency series illus-
trates the difficulties encountered in numismatic signa-
ture identification. The "names" of 12 members of the
Continental Congress are found on Continental Currency.

However, review of authenticated signatures on docu-
ments reveals that only nine Delegates actually signed
bills. Other uncertainties also are evident. Six signers,
or purported signers, have the same given name and
surname of other men of the Revolutionary period and
a seventh requires the identification of "Senior" or
"Junior." By comparing signatures on documents with
those on Continental Currency, it has been possible to
come to the following conclusions:

Continental Currency Signers Who
Were Members of the Continetal

Congress
JOHN BAYARD

Signature on Document

Signature on Currency
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C.C. ISSUES SIGNED: 5/10/1775, 11/29/75

DOCUMENT SIGNATURE SOURCE: a 7/6/73 letter to
Pastor David McCleur

REASONS FOR MISIDENTIFICATION: Although it
was early in our national history, the Bayard family
was widely dispersed by the time of the American Revolu-
tion. The first members of the family came to the Colonies
with Peter Stuyvestant, who had married Judith Bayard.
A century later, there were Bayards in Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, and New York.

John Bayard was born in Bohemia Manor, Maryland,
and as a youth settled in Philadelphia. He apparently
was a cousin of the Lieutenant-Colonel John Bayard, a
Tory New Yorker who joined the British Army. He also
was an uncle of James Ashton Bayard, who became a
Representative and Senator from Delaware, and great-
uncle of James Ashton Bayard, Jr., who also became a
Senator from Delaware in 1851.

BIOGRAPHY: (8/11/1738 to 1/7/1807) A member of
the Continental Congress 1785-87, John Bayard was a
leading merchant of the city of Philadelphia. Early in
the Revolution, he joined the Sons of Liberty, and was a
member of the Pennsylvania General Assembly 1776-1779
and 1784, serving several terms as Speaker. During the
Revolutionary War, Bayard was Colonel of the Second
Regiment of Philadelphia Volunteers, participating in the
battles of Brandywine, Germantown, and Princeton. He
moved to New Brunswick, New Jersey, in 1788, and be-
came Mayor of that city in 1790; a few years later he
was appointed to his final public office, Presiding Judge
of the Court of Common Pleas of Somerset County.

GUNNING BEDFORD, JR.

Signature on Document

Signature on Currency

C.C. ISSUES SIGNED: 9/26/1778

DOCUMENT SIGNATURE SOURCE: a letter 12/17/1804
to his daughter Henrietta.

REASONS FOR MISIDENTIFICATION: Gunning Bed-
ford, Senior, was a cousin of Gunning Bedford, Junior.
Bedford, Sr., also was prominent in our early history, as
a delegate to the Continental Congress in 1786 and 1787,
and Governor of Delaware in 1796.

BIOGRAPHY: (1747-3/30/1812) Member of Continental
Congress 1783-1785. A Philadelphian, Gunning Bedford,
Jr., graduated from Princeton College in 1771, and shortly
thereafter commenced legal practice in Dover, Delaware.
During the War, for a short time he was an aide-de-camp
to George Washington. He was elected to the Continental
Congress in 1783, and was a delegate to the Federal
Constitutional Convention in 1787, signing the resulting
document. A Presidential Elector in 1789, and again in
1793, he ultimately became the United States Judge for
the District of Delaware on 9/26/89, a post which he
held until his death.

DANIEL CARROLL

Signature on Document

C.C. ISSUES SIGNED: 2/17/1776 fractionals, 11/2/76,
2/26/77

DOCUMENT SIGNATURE SOURCE: letter 12/2/77
relating to war and ship movements.

REASONS FOR MISIDENTIFICATION: A Marylander,
Daniel Carroll had several cousins, including Charles
"Barrister" Carroll, and Charles Carroll of Carollton.
The latter was a signer of the Declaration of Independ-
ence.

BIOGRAPHY: (7/22/1730-5/7/1796) Member of the con-
tinental Congress 1780-84, Daniel Carroll also was a
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signer of both the Articles of Confederation in 1781, and
the Constitution in 1787. Appointed a member of the
Commission to establish the District of Columbia and the
Federal City by President Washington in 1791, he not
only gave his time and talents to the task, but also
arranged to permit a portion of his farm to become part
of the site of the present city of Washington, D.C.

JOSEPH GARDNER

Signature on Document
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MATTHEW CLARKSON

Signature on Document
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C.C. ISSUES SIGNED: 11/29/75, 2/17/76, 5/9/76

DOCUMENT SIGNATURE SOURCE: in a letter 2/8/-
1787, Clarkson, as Commissioner of the Pennsylvania
Lottery, asks the legislature when he can proc,.,ed with the
drawing.

REASONS FOR MISIDENTIFICATION: Another
Matthew Clarkson, a New Yorker, became President of
the Bank of New York in 1804. Signatures of the two
men are somewhat similar. Matthew Clarkson, the Phila-
delphian, however, died in 1800, eliminating the possibility
that the two men are the same, even though, clearly, they
were related. Both of the Matthew Clarksons who lived
during the late 18th century quite probably were
descendants of the Matthew Clarkson who was Secretary
of the Province of New York 1695-1708.

BIOGRAPHY: (4/17/33-10/5/1800) Elected to the Con-
tinental Congress in 1785, Mr. Clarkson did not accompany
the other Pennsylvania delegates to New York, and does
not seem to have served in the Congress, although he
accepted the responsibility of acting as a member of the
Philadelphia Board of Aldermen in 1789, and Mayor of
Philadelphia from 1792 to 1796.

C.C. ISSUES SIGNED: 9,'26/78, 1/14/79

DOCUMENT SIGNATURE SOURCE: a letter dated
5/29/1781, asking David Rittenhouse to pay Thomas
Nevill £200 for the repair of the Pennsylvania Statehouse.

BIOGRAPHY: (1752-1794) Member of the Continental
Congress in 1784 and 1785, Mr. Gardner was educated
as a physician, but during the Revolution raised a com-
pany of volunteers in 1776, and commanded the Fourth
Battalion of Militia from Chester County, Pennsylvania.
He was a member of the Supreme Executive Council of
the State in 1789, and, following his term as a member
of the Continental Congress, he returned to medicine in
Philadelphia 1785-1792, thereafter moving to Elkton,
Maryland, and continuing his medical practice until his
death.

SAMUEL MEREDITH

C.C. ISSUES SIGNED: 5/10/75

DOCUMENT SIGNATURE SOURCE: a letter 4/12/91,
in which Mr. Meredith asks the Court to achieve a settle-
ment on a suit on land that he and his partners have
purchased.

BIOGRAPHY: (1741-2/10/1817) Member of Continental
Congress in 1787 and 1788, Meredith had an extensive
career as a military and civil servant in the early history
of the United States. Initially a merchant, Samuel

Signature on Currency
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Jonathan B. Smith 	 Signature on Document Samuel Meredith 	 Signature on Document
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Signature on Currency

Meredith served in the Revolutionary War, successively as
Major, Lieutenant-Colonel, and finally Brigadier General,
winning the last appointment for "gallant service in the
Battles of Brandywine and Germantown." He was twice
a member of the Pennsylvania Colonial Assembly, a
surveyor of the Port of Philadelphia, and the first United
States Treasurer, serving from 9/11/1789 until 12/1/1801,
following which he retired to his home in Wayne County,
Pennsylvania.

JONATHAN B. SMITH

C.C. ISSUES SIGNED: 5/10/75, 11/29/75, 2/17/76,
5/9/76, 7/22/76

DOCUMENT SIGNATURE SOURCE: a letter 12/19/-
1777 to another military man; Mr. Smith tells of the
arrival of arms from France, including 48 cannon, 19
mortars, etc.

BIOGRAPHY: (2/21/1742-6/16/1812) Delegate to the
Continental Congress in 1777 and 1778, Mr. Smith was
part of the Philadelphia gentry. He enjoyed an English
education, was graduated from Princeton College in 1760,
and married Suzannah Bayard—thereafter adopting
Bayard as his middle name. In addition to being a dele-
gate to the Continental Congress, his public service
consisted of the secretaryship of the Philadelphia
Committee of Safety in 1775-77, Justice of the Court of
Common Pleas in 1778, Philadelphia alderman 1792-94,
and Auditor-General of Pennsylvania in 1794. He also
was a significant figure in the field of education. One of
the founders of the University of the State of Pennsylva-
nia in 1779, Meredith served as trustee of the successor
University of Pennsylvania following its formation in
1791 until his death in 1812.

Signature on Currency

JOHN WILLIAMS

C.C. ISSUES SIGNED: 2/17/76, 9/26/78, 1/14/79

DOCUMENT SIGNATURE SOURCE: a letter, 12/3/75,
from Boonsborough, to Joseph Martin, asking Governor
Martin to approve to Colonel Hart's use of the Valley of
Boonsborough for food.

REASONS FOR MISIDENTIFICATION: John Williams,
a North Carolinian, was a member of the Continental

Congress, but Jonathan Williams, a nephew of Benjamin
Franklin, conceivably also could have been a signer of
Continental Currency. Jonathan Williams, however, went
to France as secretary to Benjamin Franklin in 1770 and
did not return to the United States until 1785.

BIOGRAPHY: (3/14/1731-10/10/1799) Member of the
Continental Congress 1778 and 1779, John Williams was
born in Hanover County, Virginia, and at the age of 14
moved to Granville County, North Carolina with his
parents. He was an attorney, one of the founders of the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and a dele-
gate to the Provincial Congress of North Carolina in
1775. Mr. Williams was a member of the State House of
Commons in 1777 and 1778, and served as its Speaker.
Following his service in the Continental Congress, he be-
came Justice of the Supreme Court of North Carolina
from 1779 until his death in the fall of 1799.
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John Williams James WilsonSignature on Document Signature on Currency

Amanuensis C.C.

Signature on Document

C.C. ISSUES SIGNED: 4/11/78, 1/14/79

DOCUMENT SIGNATURE SOURCE: a letter 7/25/76,
asking Congress to compensate Major Butler for his ser-
vices in the Indian Department.

REASONS FOR MISIDENTIFICATION: The signature
of James Wilson has caused the greatest controversy
among all of the autographs in the Continental Currency
series. The Wilson signature not only is rare, but it is
of special interest because he is the only signer of both
the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution who
also signed Continental Currency.

The genuine James Wilson signatures on documents or
currency have two very prominent characteristics. The
letter "J" in James is written in a manner that closely
approximates a script capital letter "I"; the top of the
letter "J" is rounded; it does not come to a sharp peak,
and the lower loop is almost nonexistent. The "W" in
Wilson is angular, and the two downstrokes employed in
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Signature on Currency

JAMES WILSON

Joseph Wilson C.C.
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creating the base of the letter "W" come to sharp points;
in addition, the final upstroke used to complete the letter
"W" often is very long and swings over the "s" in Wilson.

A final, but not necessarily conclusive characteristic,
is that Mr. Wilson either signed his full name, James, or
used the abbreviation, "Jas.", on all the Continental Cur-
rency bills that the author has seen. It may be that
James Wilson bills exist which carry only the initial "J",
but none has come to the author's attention.

Some 1/14/1779 Continental Currency has been signed
by a Jas. Wilson, but, barring a better explanation, it
appears that the prominent James Wilson permitted an
amanuensis to sign some Continental Currency. The
handwriting on the amanuensis bills is much more rounded
and far less angular than any genuine signature.

The signature "J. Wilson" also appears on 4/11/78 and
9/26/78 Continental Currency emissions. These bills were
signed by Joseph Wilson, who was appointed by the
Continental Congress on 8/14/78. The "J. Wilson" (Joseph
Wilson) signatures are distinctive in that the top of
the letter "J" comes to a peak, and the lower loop of the
"J" is consistently quite large, and very often the two
letters, "J" and "W", are formed without lifting the pen,
thereby clearly distinguishing this signature from that
of James Wilson.

BIOGRAPHY: (9/14/1742-8/28/98) Member of the Con-
tinental Congress 1775-1776, 1782-1783, and 1785-87,
James Wilson emigrated to the United States from Scot-
land in 1765, initially living in New York City. In 1766,
he moved to Philadelphia, where he became a tutor at the
College of Philadelphia. Following the study of law, he
was admitted to the bar in 1767. Active in pre-Revolu-
tionary movements, Mr. Wilson was elected Colonel of
the Fourth Battalion of Associators in 1775, and becam'
Advocate-General for France in America, guiding that
country's earliest legal relationships with the United
Colonies. He also was a Brigadier-General of the State
Militia, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, and
a delegate to the convention which devised the Federal
Constitution. In addition, Wilson was responsible for
outlining the first financial system of the United States
in 1780, and was Associate Justice of the United States
Supreme Court from 1789 to 1798. An extraordinarily
capable attorney, he also enjoyed the distinction of be-
coming the first professor of law in the University of
Pennsylvania in 1791.

Continental Currency Signers Who

Were Improperly Identified as

Members
JOHN HOWARD

C.C. ISSUES SIGNED: 2/17/76, 5/9/76, 7/22/76, 4/11/78

DOCUMENT SIGNATURE SOURCE: a social letter
4/22/85 to General Gates.

REASONS FOR MISIDENTIFICATION: General John
Eager Howard, a Marylander, was a distinguished soldier
and civil servant, participating in the battles of Brandy-
wine, White Plains, Germantown, etc. He also was the
Governor of Maryland from 1789 until 1792, and a U.S.
Senator, 1796-1803.

The signature comparison illustrated here clearly shows
that the John Howard who signed Continental Currency
was not General John Eager Howard. The distinguishing
features of the autograph of the Continental Currency
signer are the boxlike loops employed to start both the
letters "J" and "H", and an additional, very distinctive
characteristic is that the final "d" of Howard always has
the upper loop ending in an horizontal flourish rather than
descending vertically. The Continental Currency signer
John Howard at times affixed his signature as "J.

John Howard
	

Signature on Document

Signature on Currency

Howard," and in a number of instances his signature
appears to be much more vertical than the example
illustrated, but all of the "J. Howard" or "John Howard"
signatures are variations written by the same man at
different times.

J. KEAN

C.C. ISSUES SIGNED: 5/20/77

DOCUMENT SIGNATURE SOURCE: a request 3/29/-
1787, in which Mr. Kean, in his role as Commissioner of
the Treasury of the State of South Carolina, asks Mr.
Peter Bocquet to pay Alexander Chisholm.

REASONS FOR MISIDENTIFICATION: John Kean, a
South Carolinian, was a member of the Continental Con-
gress in 1785-87, and was appointed by President Wash-
ington to become Cashier of the Bank of the United
States in Philadelphia. He remained at the Bank from
the date of its organization until his death on 5/4/1795.

The two illustrated signatures show very clear
distinctions. John Kean, the Cashier, formed the first
letter of his surname in a very conventional way.
Although elaborate, the left side of the letter "K" was
formed by two flourishes and a downstroke, and the right
side of the letter "K" was formed with a single stroke
descending downward, looping, and then continuing down-
ward to complete the letter. By contrast, J. Kean (and
we do not know his first name) formed the "J" and all
of the left side plus the top of the right side of the letter
"K" with a single stroke of the pen. He completed the
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letter "K" by placing his pen at the center of the preced-
ing upstroke and swinging downward to complete the right
lower leg of the "K"; then he simply continued the re-
mainder of his signature without lifting his pen.

THOMAS SMITH

C.C. ISSUES SIGNED: 12/11/75, 3/9/76

DOCUMENT SIGNATURE SOURCE: Congressman
Smith's acknowledgement that he has received his pay
from Congress as of 2/7/1782.

REASONS FOR MISIDENTIFICATION: There were at
least two Thomas Smiths in Philadelphia during the
Revolutionary period. Thomas Smith, the Continental
Currency signer, never was a member of the Continental
Congress, but he did play an active role in the financial
aspects of the Revolutionary period. He was Commissioner
of the Loan Office of the Continental Congress for the
Colony of Pennsylvania; he countersigned many of the
loan certificates signed by Francis Hopkinson as Treasurer
of Loans for the United States, and he also countersigned
a number of the Pennsylvania David Rittenhouse notes
of the early 1780s. The Historical Society of Pennsylvania
also has been able to determine that this Thomas Smith
was a brother of Jonathan Bayard Smith.

Thomas Smith, the member of Continental Congress
from 1780-82, was an emigree to the United States from
Cruden, Scotland. An attorney, he held both military
and civil posts from 1773 until his death in 1809.

The Thomas Smith signatures show marked differences.
"Thomas", the member of the Continental Congress,
formed the initial "T" of his first name quite angularly,
and did not show an almost "J"-like script lower loop, as

did "Commissioner" Thomas Smith. By contrast, Con-
gressional member Thomas Smith began the letter "S"
in his surname in a conventional slanting upward stroke
to form the first loop of the "S"; while "Commissioner"
Smith either allowed his pen to flow immediately into
the formation of the letter "S" if he had employed the
initial "T" rather than his full name in writing his
signature, or, alternatively, he formed a relatively small
top loop to the "S" in Smith, creating almost an "L"-like
initial configuration. In addition, "Commissioner" Thomas
Smith rarely crossed his "t"s, while Congressional mem-
ber Smith customarily did so.

LTHOUGH extensive research has been undertaken
to assemble the data and reach the conclusions
that have been set forth in this article, it is pos-

sible that it is incomplete. No numismatist or historian
as yet can be certain that all of the signers of Continental
Currency have been found and identified. On April 21,
1777, upon the imminent departure of the Continental
Congress from Philadelphia, Michael Hillegas, the then-
Treasurer of the United States, was given the authority
to appoint and certify signers of Continental Currency.
Congress did not again act to appoint currency signers
until August 8, 1778, after its return to Philadelphia. In
the interim, Mr. Hillegas apparently appointed at least
58 men to sign currency, but the Hillegas records have
been lost and no one has a definitive list of these signers.
It is possible, although only remotely so, that Mr. Hillegas
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gave the power to one or more members of the Continen-
tal Congress to sign Continental Currency, and some time
in the future, a collector may find a previously undis-
covered signature of a member of Continental Congress
on Continental Currency.
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Check Sample of Famous Stationer

The George F. Nesbitt & Co. firm of stationers is well
known to philatelists as the printers of the first U. S.
stamped envelopes (1853-70). Nesbitt was an aggressive
businessman and even presumed to put his own seal on
the flaps of the government envelopes until ordered to

stop doing so. Recently an attractive check-like adver-
tising flyer dated Nov. 20, 1857 surfaced and is illustrated
here. The printing is in red. The paper is red; the
background portrait (Franklin?) is in pale green, as
are the lines radiating out from it.
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